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Abstract

A Study on Korean Rare Books in the Institute of Oriental

Manuscripts, Russian Academy of Sciences
Jung, Byung Sul

There are a collection of Korean rare books in the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts,
Russian Academy of Sciences in Saint-Peterburg, Russia. Most part of the collection have
came from William George Aston(1841-1911)’s collection, the British consul in
Korea(1884-1885). Aston have studied Korean by three steps, basic Korean, applied
Korean, contemporary Korean. He have studied the Korean textbooks edited by the
Japanese of Edo period, and some textbooks were edited by his order in Korea. Manual of
Korean is bound two Korean textbooks by Japanese, Korinshuchi (ZXHZEKT) and
Ringotaihou (WREKR ). Manual of Korean is a basic Korean textbook for him and he
also have used Hyomintaiwa (JRER¥I5E) as a actual Korean dialogue textbook that also
edited by Japanese. He made a Korean scholar (Kim Jaeguk) edit some books of Korean
tales, the title are 4 Corean Tale and Corean Tales.

The collection also have important commercial wood-block prints in the 18™-19" century
Joseon. The wood-block print novels in the collection are mostly early published books,
not late 19" century, but early or mid 19" century. There are two the most important
books in the collection. One is Dongmongseonseup (FEZ#H) and the other is
Seoringwijeon (F#"H{%, the story of Chinese general Xue Rengui). The former is
published in 1793 and the latter is assumed to published in 1803. The two books show

some evidence of early commercial wood-block prints in Seoul.

Key words : Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, Russian Academy of Sciences, William
George Aston, woodblock, woodblock novel
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