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<Abstract>

The Religious Symbolism of the Mirror

-focusing on Neo-Confucian mind-heart practice

Lim, Boo-Yeon (Seoul National University)

Mirror has the capacity of illuminating or reflecting something else, so
it becomes the symbol of mind or soul that reflects or recognizes religious
reality. This paper seeks to illuminate the religious symbolism of the
mirror in Buddhism, Christianity, and Confucianism. Especially it focuses on
Neo-Confucian system of the mind-heart practice.

First, as the Neo-Confucianism stresses the reality of the world and
the priority of ethical relations, a sage's mind-heart, expressed by ‘one
principle and many manifestation(¥£—7%)" and ‘loyalty and reciprocity(i
any . is identified with the bright mirror that illuminates all principles. This
ideal state of mind can be compared to Seon-Buddhism(i###%) that uses
the mirror symbol as the Buddha-nature(f#%) and Sunyata(’Z) to break
down all dualistic distinctions,

Second, Zhu Xi(%#)'s Neo-Confucianism suggests reverence(¥f) as
the sovereign of the mind-heart lo realize the innate ethical nature without
any existential contamination of human desires. This mind-heart practice
premise the beliefs in the immanence of principle and the subjective
self-perfection. In contrast to this, Christianity treats the mirror of soul as

a mere passive receptor and stresses the grace of God.



Third, by the means of mirror symbolism, Neo-Confucianism
expresses the ethics of the other that is not for inner essence but for
concrete social relations. In this respect, Neo-Confucianism differs from
Christianity that is preoccupied with the problem of overcoming the
vertical separation of God and man, and from Buddhism that emphasizes
the introspective meditation of the inner original mind.

Until now, we have briefly examined how the mirror symbol was
interpreted in Christianity, Seon-Buddhism, and Neo-Confucianism. These
religions, in spite of different forms and histories, share the mirror
symbolism and communicate each other by the medium of it. As the
meaning of mirror changed in the course of history, the religious
symbolism of the mirror cannot be closed to the particular existing
religious traditions. It is open to a new interpretation of the future.

Key Words: Mirror, Religious Svmbolism, Seon-Buddhism, Buddha-
nature, Christianity, soul, Neo-Confucianism, mind-heart
practice, one principle and many manifestation, loyalty and

reciprocity, reverence





