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A Psychoanalytic Exploration on Yi-Sang’s Novel, ‘Bong-Byoul-Kee’
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—ABSTRACT—

A Psychoanalytic Exploration on Yi-Sang’s
Novel. “Bong-Byoul-Kee”

Doo Young Cho, M.D.

Department of Psychiatry, College of Medicine
Seaul National Ueniversity

(1) Relating with the author’s two previous articles,
‘Analysis of Yi-Sang’s early works, focused on mai-
den novel, “December 12th”’ and ‘A psychoanalytic
study on poet Yi-Sang’s early works’, the author tried
to analyze the same writer’s novel, ‘Bong-Byoul-Kee’,
meaning ‘an episode of prief encounter’ in English,
a love story about an young man, ‘I’, in his masoch-
istic relationship with a second-class geisha girl, to
find out the writer’s unconscious motivations and psy-
chological impacts on his real life,

(2) In the first part of this article the author made
a resume of the novel, in the second part presented
a short biographical picture about the writer before,
during and after the latter’s real encounter with a
geisha girl, and made it clear that this novel was an
almost autobiographical note about the latter’s chaotic

life in his early tweenties.
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(3) In the third and final part, the author, revie-
wing psychoanayltic literatures on masochism writt-
en by Freud, Reich, Reik, Berliner, Brenman, Lowe-
nstein and Brenner, described Yi-Sang, identifying
the geisha girl as his biological mother, acting out of
his unresolved oedipal conflicts by sharing the bed
together with the girl, and falling into confused,

guilt-ridden, self-destructive life thereafter out of
guilt,
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