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ABSTRACT

Nietzsche’s Labyrinth of Woman and
Its Ariadne’s Thread:

Maternity

Baek, Sung Young

Nietzsche’s discourse on woman is a complex labyrinth of a series of
metaphors but it can be seen as a straight discourse on ‘woman and the
feminine.” Indeed, the woman-labyrinth is composed by perspectivism
via ‘Dionysian maternity.” Maternity is a concept as well as a metaphor
which includes pregnancy, birth, and rearing and it is the core of
Nietzsche’s metaphor of woman. Like man, woman is a being who
fulfills the existential goal of Ubermensch.

If the woman-labyrinth is understood in this way, it can be presented
as follows. First, its confusing and contradictory surface is incorporated
in a somewhat coherent structure. Second, there is no reason why
‘Nietzsche’s woman’ ought to go back to the problem of anatomical
sexual identity or reduce to the problem of semiotic rhetoric. Third,
Nietzsche's rough rhetoric on woman cannot be subject to the dualism of
feminism vs. antifeminism or philogyny vs. misogyny. ‘Nietzsche’s

woman’ is too metaphorical, too Dionysian, and too maternal to be so.
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