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ABSTRACT

Yi Yi’s Theory of “The Principle is Universal, and
the Material Force Limits It” in a Metaphysical

Deficiency

Son, Young-Sick

(1) Yi Yi constructed the theory of “Theprincipleisuniversal, andthe
material force limits it’(PUML) through the controversy with Sung
Horn. Yi’s theory is a modification of Gui Dae Seung’s theory that the
material force (i) arises, and the principle (li) ridesonit. Yi developed
Gui’s theory onto “the principle (i) which ridesthe material force (qi)”,
and then upon PUML.

Yi went on the path to monism. Even though he spoke about the
principle (li) and the material force (qi), he parenthesized li and leave
qi. He denied the arousal of li, and went the way to approve the arousal
of qi only. His method to make monism is that he include the four
beginnings into the seven feelings, the original nature into physical
nature. He defined that 1i has no form, no action, and no arousal; thus
he virtually made li a non-being, leaving qi only. The moral mind (i&.(»)
and the human mind (A.;) rotate around each other in a sequence so
that they make one line.

In the case of the PUML theory, qi localizes li. Qi is a localizer,
whereas 1i is a localized. As things turned out, li becomes the property

of an individual thing. It is not the li of Zhuxi's theory. It is a qi monism.
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(2) As a result of the unification, the mind is qi. It is a theory of
self-cultivation that we modify our physical constitution, so that the
mind, which is qi, can accept li. Qi is the subject (mind), while 1i is
the object. Li is the morals and rites (ji%, convention and norms). It is
the same as Xunzi’s evil nature theory, which contains the doctrine that
changing one’s physical nature is necessary to practice one’s morals.

If Yi had developed his theory logically, then it would have become

an empiricism. But he or his successor never did so.

Keywords: the Principle is universal, material force limits (the
principle) (¥LfE& /D), the material force (qi) arises, the
principle (li) rides on it (4% ¥3k), the principle (li) which
rides the material force (qi) (F‘x 2H), the principle (i)
which spreads and flows (§if7.2#), unification






