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Abstract

This paper evaluated the benefits of the National Health Insurance(NHI) and suggested the necessity of
extending some oriental medical services into the benefits schedule in the NHL Comparing the rate of
public financing in national health expenditure in OECD countries and measuring out-of-pocket payments
in total medical cost showed the level of insurance payments to total medical cost is approximately 5026~
60% in Korea, which is quite insufficient to pay household medical expenses, although the NHI covers
the whole population. A few of consumers’ priority surveys for medical needs suggested herb medicine,
muscle treatment, and manufactured herb medicine be included in the list of the NHI benefits, based on

efficiency and equity criteria. It was estimated that the NHI can afford to cover these three items of
oriental medical services.
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