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ABSTRACT

Depth and the Possibility of
a Subject Involved in the World

-Focused on Merleau-Ponty’s Interpretations of Cézanne’s Paintings-

Kang, Sun-Hyung

This paper studies the possibility of our body as a subject involved
(engagé) in the world, from the association between the idea of “depth
(profondeur)” by Merleau-Ponty and his interpretations of Cézanne’s
paintings. Depth is an important idea proposed throughout his early and
late philosophy, from Phenomenology of Perceptionto The Visible and the
invisible. The original concept of depth according to Merleau-Ponty is
the very way our body relates to the world; thus it has “existential”
meaning. Merleau-Ponty argues this by discussing Cézanne’s paintings
because the lifelong works of Cézanne show us that the experienced
perspective (perspective vécue) is not an absolute point but a transition
between one point and another. This tells us that we, as thinking
subjects, are not the ones who synthesize the world, and also tells about
Merleau-Ponty’s synthesis of transition (synthése de transition).
Therefore, this paper first deals with Merleau-Ponty’s criticism, which
was argued in his space theory in Phenomenology of Perception,
regarding concept of depth that empiricism and intellectualism have,
and the original concept of depth in relations to Cézanne’s paintings as
well. This paper also studies the “I can (je peux)” of our body as a
subject involved in the world that Merleau-Ponty discovers through

Cézanne’s paintings in which the original concept of depth is expressed,
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and the primitive invisibility behind our visibility which can be known

from that possibility.

Keywords: Merleau-Ponty, Cézanne, depth, space, visible



