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political process

The Political Process Related with International

Development Project in Rural Myanmar

Kim, Heesuk*

The village-based development project, which has emerged as an
alternative international development aid model, is widely being
carried out under the slogan of ‘participatory development’ recently.
The participatory village development model, newly devised to
overcome the limitations of the past top-down model, claims to
encourage villagers’ participation in the development process and to
enhance the sustainability of the project in the long run.

However, there are almost no rooms for the ordinary villagers
to actively take part in the decision making process and ‘villagers’
participation’ is just a rhetoric at the project site, where participatory
development project is actually carried out.

The new organization in the village, which is built to assist the
foreign aid agency, often causes a conflict about the distribution of

development resources and benefits. Ironically, the partial

* Ph.D Candidate, Department of Archaeology and Cultural Anthropology, Chonbuk
National University
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self-payment requirements — initially imposed to promote villagers’
participation —exclude poor villagers from the project and increase
the inequality in the village.

This article describes the internal political process of the
development project in rural Myanmar and concludes that the reason
of the internal conflicts cannot be reduced to ‘so-called’ low civil
consciousness of the villagers, to which external aid agencies
frequently attribute the conflict among the villagers.

The author aims to prove that development project produces a
political field with acute tension in the village, under the background
of unequal power relation between donor and recipient countries and

the internal political structure of the village.
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