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Abstract

Public Relations, Propaganda, and Image Making of Dictator:
Biographies of Syngman Rhee in the 1950s'

Chung, Young-Wook

Department of Korean History, Seoul National University

A biography usually reveals the contemporary discourse structure about the related
figures, Through the analysis of biographies, it would be possible to understand not only
Syngman Rhee's thoughts, life, and their historical context, but also people's perceptions
and images of him at the time of the biography production, the way the discourse was
made and consumed, and its political meanings, This article dealt with various biographies
on Syngman Rheg, their authors and motives, and the features of the discourses and ideas,
Biographies of Syngman Rhee in the 1950s, as the oppressed political situation during
this period shows, were not freely authored by individuals, but by Public Information
Office or government related organizations, Even private biographies were patronized
by the persons in charge of public relation under the Syngman Rhee, This article
analyzed various biographies written by Suh Jung-joo, Hahn Chul-young, Park
Sung-ha, Robert T, Oliver, and Committee on the Publication of U-nam(Syngman
Rhee's penname) Biography. Also, this writing dealt with who Yi Pum-suk, Park Maria,
Yi Ki-boong etc were, figures who initiated biography publications,

The officials dealing with public relations and propaganda under Syngman Rhee, led the
biography publications in the 1950s, The publication process of Robert T, Oliver's
biography is highly illustrative of how Syngman Rhee and Robert T, Oliver worked together
to project and manage Syngman Rhee's images upon the biography. Through other
writings, we are able to understand the change of ruling ideologies while we understand
the power shift like the fall of "Jok-chung" faction of Yi Pum-suk and the rise of Yi Ki-boong,

Keywords: Syngman Rhee, Biographies of Syngman Rhee, Public Information Office,

Committee on Propaganda Policy, Suh Jung-joo, Robert T, Oliver, Yi Pum-suk, Park
Maria, Yi Ki-boong
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