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O[o et

s there a unique East Asian path of environmental policy conver-
gence? This paper seeks to answer this question in a comparative
perspective by examining 1) within-region similarities in policy portfo-
lios, 2) within-region similarities in policy adoption sequences, and 3)
factors promoting policy adoptions across different regions. Environ-
mental policy outputs in 37 countries including five East Asian countries
are examined over the period between 1970-2005.
East Asia’s within-region policy portfolio similarity is lower than Eu-

rope’s but higher than America’s. When adoption sequences are com-
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pared, the Southeast Asian countries in the sample show similar sequenc-
es with Japan, whereas South Korea and China have more similarities with
the Netherlands and the US, respectively. Two of the factors driving en-
vironmental policy adoptions in Europe, economic growth and economic
integration, turn out also to be important in East Asia. Yet these factors
have not facilitated regional policy convergence in East Asia, where in-
come levels still vary considerably within the region and regional economic
integration has been limited. Instead, the countries in the region have led/
followed countries outside the region that are economically important for

them or are at similar stages of economic development.

kKEy woRrps AN =25 environmental policy convergence, 9L FAHY
within-region similarity, M2 ZEZ2|2 policy portfolio, M2 £| =X} policy

adoption sequence
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