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Korean Schools in Japan: Their History of Division and (Post-)colonialism
| Chung Chin Sung
The situation where countless Korean residents in Japan have preserved their national
identity despite their settlements in Japan over several generations is deeply connected to
the continued existence of Korean schools. Although these schools were originally built
through the struggles of Korean residents in Japan amidst oppression by the Japanese
government following the national liberation from Japanese colonial rule, Korean schools
later split into “Han’guk hakkyo” (related to Mindan) and “Choson hakkyo” (managed by
Choson Chongryon) in reflection of the division of Korea and have existed until this day. In
the process of the struggles, Minjok hakkup (Korean classes) came to be established within
Japanese schools. Subsequently, new forms of schools, such as international schools, emerged,
and social education including weekend Korean language schools has increased in diverse
forms as well. With overall increase in the advancement of Koreans in Japan to Japanese
schools in recent years, Han'guk hakkyo, Choson hakkyo and Minjok hakkup started to
search for realistic responses that suit to permanent residence in Japan. In particular, Choson
hakkyo have been subjected to grave oppression due to the deterioration of North Korea-
Japan relations and have witnessed a considerable decrease in the number of students. Amidst
practicalization and diversification, all of these Korean schools have displayed and clarified
a shared orientation of the goal of preparing for Korean reunification. In addition, Choson
hakkyo, which accepted students with South Korean nationality without limitations, has
come to largely consist of these students, and such ratio continues to increase. Recent patterns
in Korean schools can be considered as a tendency toward convergence amidst opposition
or unintended structural convergence. This article seeks to trace the trajectories of united
struggles, opposition, and convergence between pro-North Korean and pro-South Korean
groups among Korean residents in Japan within the processes of formations and changes in
Korean schools.
« Keywords: Korean residents in Japan, Korean school, Han'guk hakkyo, Choson hakkyo,
Minjok hakkup, South Korean nationality, North Korean nationality, national

reunification

An Analysis of “Keiten-aijin setsu”:

Turning Point in Nakamura Masanao’s Thought | LEE Sae Bom

This paper aims to observe the transition of Nakamura Masanao’s thought from pre-Meiji
period to Meiji period. Nakamura was one of the most renowned Confucian intellectuals at
the time and is now regarded as one of the most eminent enlightenment thinkers in Meiji
Japan. Because of such prevailing evaluations in academia, previous studies on Nakamura have
mostly paid attention to his writings during the Meiji period. However, if one intends to grasp

a wide view of his thought, it is necessary to understand the whole context starting from pre-
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Meiji period.

In order to find out how his thought had changed after studying in England, this paper
focused on one of Nakamura’s writings, “Keiten-aijin setsu”(#R%E AGfE). It is presumed to
be written in 1868, the year he came back from England. The first half of “Keiten-aijin setsu”
is composed of quotations from the Confucian classics and the later half continues with the
analysis of the first part. Many previous researches have pointed out the importance of this
writing, but no study has ever carefully studied it.

Before analyzing “Keiten-aijin setsu”, this paper has looked into some writings of
Nakamura before Meiji period. By doing so, the main issue of Nakamura at the time may arise
to the surface. The second part of the paper contains a detailed analysis on the writing. Based
on the analysis, this paper poses a question of whether “tian’(’K) is equal to Christian God in
his thought. An inquiry into this matter, I believe, will provide a clearer analysis of his logic on
religion.

« Keywords: Confucianism, Keiten-aijin, Nakamura Masanao, religion, moral

Sustainable Development of Discourses on “Individual” in the Taisho
Period: Romantic Irony in the Early Works of Yeom Sangseop | LEE Eun Ji

Yeom Sangseop emphasized the value of “individual” and the importance of “individuality” in
his early literary theory. This concept of “individual” emerged particularly from the concept
of “disillusionment” presented by Hasegawa Tenkei. But Yeom Sangscop considered an
individual can build a new world by designing his own vision and incorporating the world
within it, while Hasegawa believed the ideals of individuals as mere false. Such view points of
Yeom Sangseop was constructed through the interaction with the Shirakaba school and the
individualist anarchists.

However, characters in Yeom Sangseop’s early novels display disillusionments and
cynical attitudes toward themselves despite their sincere desire to forge their individualities.
For example, writers cannot write a single sentence on contrary to their will, and young
people cannot maintain relationships despite their desire for love. This can be conceived of
romantic irony, because it basically shows the characters’ ceaseless torment that comes from
impossibility of bringing their ideas of perfect truth or perfect love to life.

In the end, Yeom Sangseop reached the point of affirming this torment. He concluded
that these unrealizable ideals are “imperatives,” which would be regarded as realizable in spite
of firm disillusionment. It appears that this affirmation was Yeom Sangseop’s breakthrough
to adhere to his theory of individuality throughout the middle of 1920s, while the Shirakaba
school and the individualist anarchists stagnated.

« Keywords: Yeom Sangseop, romantic Irony, disillusionment, individuality, naturalism,

individualism, torment, imperative
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