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there is a tale of yours [--] about Mesmerism (‘the Valdemar Case’),
throwing us all into—dreadful doubts as to whether it can be true, as the
children say of ghost stories. The certain things in the tale in question is
the power of the writer, and the faculty he had of making horrible

improbabilities seem near and familiar.
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an important moral analogue to human interdependence (the ‘magnetic chain’ or
‘adhesiveness’), or to the potentially destructive influence of one personality
upon another”(537).



52 Alsi¥

T Slck HIE 290 T F feJrloh(“Ligeia”) "EHzh(“Morella”),
fo]A7}ke] &2 (“The Fall of the House of Usher’)o] oF=Fo 2 Z#F
w4 —7?%‘454 aalR FAE A & Y AR o8 WS O
Homn 4713t 58 RE|HE HoFr|= skt A7l ofudt =Y
A AZE So7h SIAE YtiFalk 540). =92 agolut H2fE ot
AN Hek Ag2e F7IE nhesh i} e d SRS o
o= s FFES BAHAY gk ok o=tk 28] T
7|E ukel o] ’IZE wAler e of mlo|(P)= & AHE 7
o] AA1e] SIS A=mskY skl T dA dl7]1A] SRt AR ol
AsHA| Hek o Aol o] ]% Holl =oid T= AHE9] ofuiet
7o) ofgA -0 wott AAu=A] dopEA)

3. T7|= uheE olofl, 9} MEET AolAo] Tk AL o]
Ued 58 Aee

7= vheRl o] iRl EAEE the Ak SALEA HER
L oR Z17 Aol A9 gront Fale] W kol £8
o AR Wolgh o W T ol uje} iRAXE 55 U8 9
o) ZERg 9 s ohew Akl Ut Rl ot ofd At
Al = vlFANE 7F <5 oR Kol ZA(an Eastern-looking
city, 103)0]4 95 @elSah Wl 49T Gl AAL WSk 5
A viRlAlE QERollA AS3 YiAjshd F M o] HEARl=

H=(the writhing creese, 106)E -2 E3Hilo| ojuls thop 7| &
ok mR] Ee T A 2 22 AN 52 AT WeEe ﬁﬁi
sole} Ao AES WEEoA oloplait MERY s 5o
SE2 AN HiS=27F 27t oA I A9l 17800 Q= H Mﬂ]



solq AlgE @ 29l SEdE sjolsE Holglee sk 4
o). WSEs) )= uheEleld Bzt el lold ARe T o
Eé!—?% "o vl gevle] w812 Q¥aln JUT b 7%
4o SR AR WAL HERE B F YRS Wl Y B
ofe] Erjujelo] ojn}g B Zith ¥SEo] sjofat AL Tt o
vl SjHE 4 otk WSEA} Al olse e m Bol d=s
AFHAY ®E 17 guvel wzfm 70] F)oe AABE 4
% it SlAE Bl 29 BRI 9l 5B AUEE olglo] A
oA et e ol i%OlE}ﬂ £ 4 ok 7ol WEw

=

o ARG X ge L=k

.

°f

A B2 A Amg ARgor ol

lI
[

Afolofli= oAt} Bk} 7F ApFo] A SR 71 AlEEE WAL
Aolgl= AJA9] AElE 2 Aotk A= LER/HWERY) g7|= uf

oA F= 7IolRE ARl §Edo] daFef risstar id 17809
O] ARdel k= AW Aol e AUE =HE

71 nkedo] Stk At E“J%‘ﬂi} =
A2l HIAHRAE oA} gte] HgS U
o] BEE I ufollA A7k w2 olZof HHAKITH100). o
= OALe} uRRIZIAR |2 S sl AZAZIE oElse A%
ARk “REEY; 22; WS e 25 vl FEishal AR #7
Welxbd A A7 FAE Aolck (between Doctor Templeton and
Bedloe there had grown up, little by little, a very distinct and

E

strongly marked rapport, or magnetic relation, 100). E3F HERZ2] ¢
2o W3 BE A% AR L B9 R4S Aoy Uk A%
A WERe] $80 W] 3740 8 EAHes eEn o
o] it o] SR BT £EE ATHIT BARI9). oIS Su

o Feof XE A wAMY & 4 s EESHAINE vl

2 89S UiEe HERY g ) varEEs ol8dt V] ARE



W71 oSS etk 2 HE vReeh g e 2
T & o] I3l TE AEE ol8R de e ted ol 8

AARPE W GEA BE avzoR GEE ARE B o
U oAe Ea Sotitk [+] W Ei “Agroleln Hels 57 4
g i obwlolut sjalalel e AT oFRe] o Sjeldi st
oAl Al B-& vt o) mrh AR o A6EA B2 B4 v
NEAoR SEAS W 9Um 1 AN B B9, 84 59
Py}, [+] MAre Aol 2971 usH Sl &
1o Hjio] AleolA] [-] $5A Aol BAS okemE A A
Salo] 503} SRk H [] ARFE [MAneAES 34 E
Aolol) oj2)7h Ao mMT FAT (Falk 539)

=2 ro ¥ rlo
N In

M

The portal for the entrance of the “electromagnetic” fluid—the
mesmerically induced “current”—is the will or consciousness [-+] In the
middle state, that of sleep, or the “swoon,” or under the influence of
stimulants or drugs such as opium and hashishi, the current flows more
freely than in the wholly conscious or comatose states; the mind is partly
opened to the “fluid,” and its presence is manifested in dreams, visions,
hallucinations [---] In deep hypnosis, however, in the state some mesmerists
called, as Poe did, “sleep-waking,” [--] the fluid can pervade the entire
living being, physical and mental, and become one with it; [-+] and the
[magnetic] circuit established only by the connection of two wills [of a
mesmerist and a patient].
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“You will perceive by these manuscripts,” (here the speaker produced a
note-book in which several pages appeared to have been freshly written)
“that at the very period in which you fancied these things amid hills, I was
engaged in detailing them upon paper here at home.”
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“T bent my steps immediately to the mountains, and, about ten, entered a
gorge which was entirely new to me. I followed the windings of this pass
with much interest. [-~] The solitude seemed absolutely virgin. I could not
help believing that the green sods and the gray rocks upon which I trod,
had been trodden never before by the foot of a human being.”
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m

“M. Valdemar, do you still sleep?” [-+-]

“Yes; still asleep—dying.” [-+]

While I spoke, there came a marked change over the countenance of the
sleep-waker. The eyes rolled themselves slowly open, and the pupils
disappearing upwardly; the skin generally assumed a cadaverous hue,
resembling not so much parchment as white paper; and the circular hectic
spots which, hitherto, had been strongly defined in the centre of each cheek,
went out at once [-+-]; while the lower jaw fell with an audible jerk, leaving
the mouth widely extended, and disclosing in full view the swollen and

blackened tongue.
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As 1 rapidly made the mesmeric passes, amid ejaculations of "dead!
dead!" absolutely bursting from the tongue and not from the lips of the
sufferer, his whole frame at once—within the space of a single minute, or
even less, shrunk—crumbled—absolutely rotted away beneath my hands.
Upon the bed, before that whole company, there lay a nearly liquid mass of
loathsome—of  detestable putridity.
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whatever kind, in its supreme development, invariably excites the
sensitive soul to tears. Melancholy is thus the most legitimate of all
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Abstract

Animal Magnetism in Poe’s Short Stories

Hyewon Shin

(Korea University)

The idea of animal magnetism was invented by Franz Anton Mesmer, whose
mesmerism was closely associated with animal spirits and galvanic electricity
in the mind of nineteenth-century Americans. Connecting consciousness and the
material body, the magnetic fluid in animal magnetism was known as the
“unifying force” between the mind and the body. This essay examines “A
Tale of the Ragged Mountains” (1850) and “The Facts in the Case of M.
Valdemar” (1845) with regard to Poe’s interest in animal magnetism, seen in
the context of the scientific paradigm shift between animal spirits and animal
electricity. Animal magnetism for Poe is another name for poetic imagination
exalting the human soul. He envisions literature as a space comparable to
the electromagnetic field, where any distinctions between doctor and patient,
writer and reader, manipulator and manipulated are blurred, and the two
sympathetic parties are connected by the universal fluid, that is, poetic

imagination.
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