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York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1993), 360.

3) Timothy J. Henderson, Beyond Borders: A History of Mexican Migration to the
United States (New York: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011), 90-117; David E. Lopez, Eric
Popkin, and Edward Telles, “Central Americans: At the Bottom, Struggling to
Get Ahead,” Ethnic Los Angeles, ed. Roger Waldinger and Mehdi Bozorgmehr
(New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1996), 279-304; Claudia Dorrington,
“Salvadoran Immigrants and Refugees: Demographic and Socioeconomic
Profiles,” Asian and Latino Immigrants in a Restructuring Economy: The
Metamorphosis of Southern California, ed. Marta Lopez-Garza and David R.
Diaz (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2001), 393-424.
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5) In-Jin Yoon, On My Own: Korean Businesses and Race Relations in America
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997), 6.

6) ol2u} “Zolo] HAS Sl the ATES Hdt 4+ Stk Pyong Gap Min
Caught in the Middle: Korean Communities in New York and Los Angeles
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996), 4; Pyong Gap Min, “From
White-Collar Occupations to Small Business: Korean Immigrants’ Occupational
Adjustment,” Sociological Quarterly 25.3 (1984): 350; Yoon, On My Own, 5;
Kyeyoung Park, The Korean American Dream: Immigrants and Small Business
in New York City (Ithaca: Cornell Umvers1ty Press 1997) 29. 14, 3kl «]E
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15 =}l Edna Bonacich, “The Social Costs of Immigrant Entrepreneurship,”
Amerasia Journal 14.1 (1988): 122; Eui Hang Shin and Kyung-Sup Chang,
“Peripherization of Immigrant Professionals: Korean Physicians in the United
States,” International Migration Review 22.4 (1988): 622.
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7) Wayne Patterson, The llse: First-Generation Korean Immigrants in Hawaii,
1903-1973 (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press and Center for Korean Studies,
2000), 1.
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9) United States District Court for the Western District of Missouri, “Petition of
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Citizenship and Asian Americans’ Subalternity: Takao Ozawa, Bhagat Singh
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10) Pyong Gap Min, “Korean Americans,” Asian Americans: Contemporary Trends
and Issues, ed. Pyong Gap Min (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1995), 202;
Sucheng Chan, Asian Americans: An Interpretive History (Boston: Twayne,
1991), 140; Ji-Yeon Yuh, “Imagined Community: Sisterhood and Resistance
among Korean Military Brides in America, 1950-1996,” Asian/Pacific Islander
American Women: A Historical Anthology, ed. Shirley Hune and Gail M.
Nomura (New York: New York University Press, 2003), 222-223; Illsoo Kim,
“Korea and East Asia: Premigration Factors and U.S. Immigration Policy,”
Pacific Bridges: The New Immigration from Asia and the Pacific Islands, ed.
James T. Fawcett and Benjamin V. Carino (Staten Islands, NY: Center for
Migration Studies, 1987), 334.

11) Won Moo Hurh, Comparative Study of Korean Immigrants in the United States: A
Typological Approach (San Francisco: R and E Research Associates, 1977), 44.

12) Eun-Young Kim, “Assimilation Patterns of Koreans in the United States,”
Center for Migration Studies Special Issues 5.2 (1987): 147.
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and Bennett Harrison, The Deindustrialization of America: Plant Closings,
Community Abandonment, and the Dismantling of Basic Industry (New York:
Basic Books, 1982), 15-16, 130; Bennett Harrison and Barry Bluestone, The
Great U-Turn: Corporate Restructuring and the Polarizing of America (New
York: Basic Books, 1988), 11-13, 31-32.
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History of Asian Americans (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1998 [1989]),
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15) Bill Ong Hing, Making and Remaking Asian America through Immigration
Policy, 1850-1990 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1993), 19-38; Sucheng
Chan, “Asian American Struggles for Civil, Political, Economic, and Social
Rights,” Asian American Studies Now: A Critical Reader, ed. Jean Yu-wen Shen
Wu and Thomas C. Chen (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2010),
217-221; Jodi Kim, Ends of Empire: Asian American Critique and the Cold War
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010), 19-20; 2<¢l, M| 2195
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16) David M. Reimers, Still the Golden Door: The Third World Comes to America
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1985), 75-77.

17) Min, Caught in the Middle, 28; Hing, Making and Remaking, 95; United States
Commission on Civil Rights, The Economic Status of Americans of Asian
Descent: An Exploratory Investigation (Washington, DC: Government Printing
Office, 1988), 21.
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18) Yoon, On My Own, 64-67.

19) Ililsoo Kim, New Urban Immigrants: The Korean Community in New York
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1981), 59; Park, The Korean American
Dream, 29.

20) Namhee Lee, The Making of Minjung: Democracy and the Politics of Representation
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South Korean Literature and Arts, 1945-1994,” Diss., University of Hawaii, 1994.

21) Hurh, Comparative Study, 44; Edward T. Chang, “New Urban Crisis: Korean-
African American Relations,” Koreans in the Hood: Conflict with Afiican
Americans, ed. Kwang Chung Kim (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
1999), 56; Won Moo Hurh, Assimilation of the Korean Minority in the United
States (Elkins Park, PA: Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation, 1977), 13; Min,
Caught in the Middle, 31.

22) Hyun Sook Kim and Pyong Gap Min, “The Post-1965 Korean Immigrants:
Their Characteristics and Settlement Patterns,” Korea Journal of Population and
Development 21.2 (1992): 132.
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Conference on California Immigrants in World Perspective, University of
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Abstract

“NasOng-e KamyOn”:

Korean Americans and Small Businesses in
Los Angeles

Chanhaeng Lee
(Sungkyunkwan University)

By using Korean immigrant community in Los Angeles as a case study,
this article examines why urban middle-class Koreans immigrated to the
United States since 1965 as well as why and how they became small
business owners. When the middle-class Korean immigrants found themselves
disadvantaged in the American labor market, they tried to survive by starting
small businesses. It suggests how those immigrants understood, responded to,
and negotiated with their new environment. However, most research on
Korean Americans has tended to place disproportionate emphasis on internal
resources such as Korean ethnic banks and “keys” to explain the reason for
their dominance in the area of small business. While many of the Korean
immigrants utilized these internal resources, this article argues that they were
also assisted by external resources from the U.S. government and financial

institutions.
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