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The Reception and Modification of the Hobbesian Social

Contract Theory in Spinoza’s Tractatus Theologico-Politicus:

Deconstruction of the Social Contract Theory in Spinoza’s Politics I

Jin, Tae-Won

The aim of this paper is to examine how the Hobbesian social contract
theory was received and why it was modificated in Spinoza’s Tractatus
Theologico-Politicus. To this end, first I show, what are the main
differences between two philosophers in respect to the three elements of
social contract theory: state of nature, pact, and sovereignty. Secondly, |
demonstrate that the historical analysis of the Hebrew State in the TTP
reveals the real signification of the contract in Spinoza’s politics; that is,
the contract in the TTP is not originary, but historical one, and it is
consisted of two elements: religious, and political pact. My conclusion is
that Spinoza modified Hobbesian social contract theory in order to show
that the discipline of the multitude is necessary to institute the

legal-political systems.

Key words: natural right, potentia (power), multitudo (masses),

obedience, political-religious contract



