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Cho, Sung-Hwe. (2016). A critical study on ‘Action-oriented Approach’ as theory of teaching and learning in
French education as a second foreign language: Centering on its educational and social value. Foreign Language
Education Research, 19, 133-151.

“Action-oriented Approach (AA)” as a new teaching method has taken an important role in teaching and
learning of French Education during past 10 years. However, even though the new teaching method is very
welcome for educators, now it is the time that we have to consider whether the key principle and fundamental
notion of this approach is suitable for our language education environments and is theoretically appropriate for
education. For that, it is necessary that we have to carefully examine this “Action-oriented Approach” from
two points of views. First of all, from the angle of foreign language education, we need to verify whether this
new approach could be appropriately applied in teaching and learning of Korean foreign language education or
not. Secondly, from a societal perspective, we need to examine how this method, considering language
education as everyday life itself, can handle some critical perspectives in the point of “status in quo” of “AA”.
It has been criticized that language education as everyday life itself can make learners in everyday life to
unconsciously acquire maintaining the ‘status quo’ during actions such as “educational inequality”. It is
expected that this kind of examination will suggest us an improved way of “AA” for more effective and
appropriate practice of French Education, and will give us an opportunity to think about the better way of
teaching and learning model by “AA” in Korea.

Key Words: Action-oriented Approach, foreign language education practice, societal perspective, French Education,
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19 Engestrom, Y. (1987). Learning by expanding.

1 Springer, C. (2010:511), “La < perspective actionnelle > suggére une filiation avec les
théories de l'activité, c’est-a-dire une visée socioculturelle et une visée sociale. Le CECR
aborde sans s’attader cet aspect social en considérant tout locuteur/apprenant dans sa
dimension d’acteur social.”
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¥ Deirdre Martin & Nick Peim (2009), Critical perspectives on activity theory, Educational
Review, 61:2, 131-138.
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