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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Issue-Centered Instructions

on Multicultural Citizenship

Lim Jeong Soo

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Major Advisor : Kyung-Hwan Mo, Ph. D.

Since the increase of cultural diversity began to emerge as the
unprecedented and important social change, there have been many
discourses and efforts to deal with challenges that this change has
been bringing up. Schooling is considered as the training ground for
democracy. Schools should help students to acquire the knowledge,
skills, and competences those are necessary to be a effective
citizen in the diverse world.

This Research presents empirical evidence regarding the
instructional effects on multicultural citizenship. It shows current
trends of multicultural education researches, analyzes distinctive
features of multicultural citizenship, and suggests alternative
intructioinal approach.

The idependent variable is multicultural issue—centered learning.
Issue—-centered approach emphasizes the active participation of

learners which is essential to be a desirable multicultural citizen. It
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also enhances higher order thinking and autonomous decision
making. Lastly, issue—centered instruction conforms to the current
curriculum framework which emphasizes citizenship education.

The specific effects of Issue—centered instruction was identified
by comparing it to the effects of traditional teaching approach. To
measure the effects of the issue—centered instruction, a
quasi—experimental design was adapted following the 3 steps of
pre—test, treatment, and post-test at 2 secondary schools in Seoul.

The research questions have been established as follows :

QL. Will a treatment group, provided an issue—centered
instruction, demonstrate a increased score of multicultural attitudes?
Q2. Will a treatment group, provided an issue—centered
instruction, demonstrate a higher score of multicultural attitudes

compared to the control group of traditional teaching approach?

To identify the homogeneity of the treatment group and control
group, t-test on the pre-test scores of dependent variables and
control variables was conducted. There was no significant
difference. Based on the result, we could assume that two groups
were statistically homogeneous.

Paired t-test on the pre—-test and post—test scores of treatment
group was conducted to verify the 1st question. The result indicated
that the scores of all the dependent variables of multicultural
citizenship increased. These statistics means that the issue-centered
instruction is effective in improving multicultural citizenship.

To verify the 2nd question, t—-test on the post—test scores of the

treatment group and control group was conducted. The result
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showed that the issue-centered instruction is more effective in
helping students acquire knowledge and efficacy required to be
effective citizens in multicultural societies. There was no significant
difference between multicultural issue-centered approach and
traditional approach in developing affective aspects of multicultural
citizenship.

Based on these research results, an alternative citizenship
paradigm of issue-centered instruction can have both theoretical
meaning and practical effective in overcoming the limitations of the

traditional teaching models.

Keywords: multicultural education, multicultural issue,
issue—centered instruction, multicultural citizenship,
multicultural citizenship education

Student Number: 2007-30599
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