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Abstract
In Search of Performing Techniques
and Stylistic Characteristics in
Modern Changgeuk

LEE, JIN JOO
Interdisciplinary Program in Performing Arts Studies
The Graduate School of Humanities

Seoul National University

Changgeuk [&=; Korean classical opera] has a significance as a
unique Korean musical play which coexists the tradition and the present.
The intention of this thesis is to analyze performing techniques of
modern changgeuk and to determine its stylistic characteristics based
on performance works of National Changgeuk Company of Korea (=28 %+
=) in the 2000s. Modern changgeuk has been extended subject matter
and has constantly repeated modernistic and experimental attempts
throughout content, format and music of works. In the past when the
classification of changgeuk and pansori [ A 2]; Korean classical epic
chant] was vague, changgeuk was identified as the tradition that needed
to be restored and preserved. However, creators have gradually realized
that unlike pansori, changgeuk was a new genre appeared during the
modern era. Its traditional discourse has been transferred from the
preservation of the tradition to its recreation.

Compared to pansori, a genre of narrative, changgeuk has a
characteristic of a genre of drama. Unlike pansori, changgeuk is
presented the episode by several characters with actions in time and
space appointed on the stage. As such changgeuk gives unity to the plot
by limiting sites and reducing episodes. In addition, the most significant

and fundamental difference between pansori and changgeuk on the
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stage is that changgeuk is to present a real conversation partner as a
character unlike pansori, a solo performance. Not like pansori, the
Characteristic of changgeuk is that the audience is able to directly
capture the atmosphere between two characters. Lastly, in pansori,
there are many cases that the climax of music does not correspond to
the climax of drama. Whereas, Changgeuk promotes the balance of
drama through reducing or deleting parts of musical climax which are
excessively lengthy, and decrease tension in the climax.

However no matter how one emphasizes the theatrical characteristics
of changgeuk, unique musical and narrative characteristics of pansori
inherited in changgeuk are the most significant feature to display its
originality compared to other modern musical plays. Although pansori's
lyrics which is a difficult antiquated style, distracts audience’s attention,
if difficult lyrics acquires the dramatic characteristics of pansori and the
visual representation of changgeuk, it can clearly express situations
without damaging literary value of pansori. In changgeuk, narrative
characteristics of pansori is remained as a unique device called
‘Dochang [=7%}; singing narrator]. In the past changgeuk’s dochang
explained everything, even chracters’ performance, not to damage
pansori music, but in the present seperated pansori and changgeuk, it
exists only for dramatic deployment. Although changgeuk is a musical
play, it is frequently pointed out that there is no hearable sound. By
intertextually making full use of existing famous pansoris chang,
Modern changgeuk provide refreshing experience with familiar music
and new story.

Changgeuk as a musical play makes narrative richer by polyphonically
harmonizing stage scene, pansori’s chang and melodic line. Law of
harmony, orchestral music and various modern musical instruments
actively used in modern changgeuk make melodic lines even more
dramatically. Melodic lines relayed on chang's traditional tunes and
Western music demonstrate polyphonic ensemble. Heterogeneous
contrasts of both rather suggest latent meanings multilaterally, and

provide abundant room for interpretation than convey superficial
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stories clearly. Among the devices to show ironies which superficial
events and its latent meanings are differently deployed, there are some
from pansori. ‘Doseop |[E%3; a kind of rhythmic variations in traditional
Korean music]’, one of various Buchimsae [2YUA}; rhythmic mechanics
of variations] of pansori, convey ironies that words with melody and
situations presented by instrument accompaniment are running
differently through dissimilarly expressing the rhythm of beat and the
rhythm of melody.

By acoustically revealing bilateral matches only with a type of and flow
of sound regardless of lyric’s content, the conversation between music
and music, in which each has different features, shows that music can
be a direct power for dramatic action in a musical play. Also, in the play,
in the case of singing one song dividing similar volume and length by
two persons, it implies that the powers of two persons are comparable.
The duet by two figures embodies the climax of conflict and often uses
when dramatic conflicts reach its peak. Meanwhile, a mob scene where
large figures appear extends to an amusement scene, then make it as a
atmosphere of a tumultuous playing field or jollification. This mob scene
can appear as chorus. Because chorus is sung by many people, volumes
are loud and lyrics and melodies are simply repeated. This reinforces
specific messages and gives dramatic impression.

Consequentially, changgeuk harmonizes pansoris traditional factors
and modern factors from other performing arts, and try to find the way

to band together with cultural demand and sense in the present.

Keywords : changgeuk(%}=), National Changgeuk Company of Korea(=
AR, pansori®Ad]), a genre of drama, spectacle,

dochang(E7%}), polyphonic musical play.
Student Number : 2009-30050
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