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Abstract

A Study on the irrepresentational aspect of Korean post—war theater

Lee, Young—-Seok

Interdisciplinary Program in Performing Arts Studies
The Graduate School of Humanities

Seoul National University

During the period from 1910s to the end of Korean war, the Korean modern
theater had has kept only realistic representation as the aesthetics of drama
and theater. That was based on the belief that verisimilar representation of
objects in the reality can be the way to obtain theatrical truth. In this notion,
the understand of objects of representation was regarded as the ground of
theatrical meaning of drama text, its performing, and even audience’s
perception of the performance. Therefore, in the communication between a
performance and audience, the later was in the passive position to receive the
given conclusion on the issue of the practitioners of drama text and its
performance.

The post Korean war period-in the second half of the years of 1950s, there
was change in the method of staging of objects from realistic representation to
theatrical reconstitution in the logic of the strategy to communicate with
audience. Three factors which compose the theatrical communication exerted
an influence to this change.

First, the authors as sender acquired new angle to see the real. They began
to describe the realities not as objective substance but a relative phenomenon
which appears in the subjectivity of characters.

Second, new audience as receiver had emerged during post—-war period. On
the ground of urbanization, emphasis on education, and the practice of

representative democracy, citizen had grew gradually. Due to the fever of
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university establishment, university student increased rapidly. As an audience,
they demanded fresh expression to theater playwrights and performers of
directors, actors, and stage designers.

Third, new code of theatrical communication was sought to show the unique
characteristic of theater. That was because the movie and the radio drama had
begun to get a powerful popularity as dramatic forms, therefore theater lost
the status representing dramatic cultural and art form.

Performativity in theater performing which had been covered by mimetic
nature of realistic representation was noticed as a new way to get an
unconventional theatricality. In that process, the meaning of theatre was begun
to be regarded laid not in the object of representation originally, but in the
interplay between stage and audience.

Playwright gave their drama text a tangible form which shows the code of
stage— audience interplay. Instead of the form of ‘Act’, segmented scenes
composed an open structure of narrative.

Besides dialogue, diverse manners of speech such as poetic recitation,
declaration, argument was adopted in theatrical statement. Various component
of performance such as set, light, music, effect was begun to be employed as
valid means of theatrical utterance directly aiming at the audience as well.

Playwrights also experimented meta theater forms by introducing a role as a
commentator on the event and characters in drama, or eliminating the fourth
wall by means of direct speaking of a character to the audience. These new
techniques allowed the audience to read theatrical signs on the stage in active
manner.

By establishing the audience as subjects of cognition, these drama texts
encourage them to have a new understanding of the real state of post-war
society and achievement of April 19 Revolution. These text also offer new
sight to see a man in the psychological, existential point of view.

A theater performance was considered as no more mere copying of drama
text, but a individual system of signs for the communication which could be
realized in the moment of confronting audience.

Prompter was banish out of the stage, therefore the performance was carried
out without the support of text. Makeup became soft, which means the

personality of an actor was involved in building of theatrical signs. These
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change indicate the performance had got the self-reliance. The actors pursued
emotion-restraint acting style and symbolic presenting of body for the purpose
of spontaneous comprehending of audience.

Set designers freed themselves from plane realistic style to modify and
eliminate the details of objects. Facing this kind of set, audience were ought to
interpret the intention of designer.

Directors got rid of the custom of following the contents of text literally and
tried to embody independent dramaturgy of performance. In the course of
production, rearrangement of places was acted, and furthermore, collage of
heterogeneous medium was experimented.

In this way, the point in the producing of theatrical meaning moved from the
object of representation to the active perception of audience, thus the
relationship between drama text and its performing was changed from rigidity
to adaptability. In conclusion, in the period of post-war, the horizons of

theatricality became expanded in Korea.

key words: post—-war theater, representation, irrepresentational directivity, dramaturgy,
performativity, theatrical action of utterance, theatrical communication,

relationship between drama text and its performing
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