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QO Abstract

A Study on the Sense of Space and Beauty in Lee Hyo—suk’s texts

Jung, Yeo—ul

Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This dissertation attempts to characterize the versatile representations of
spatiality in Lee Hyo-suk's texts. In Lee Hyo—suk's novels, there are many
symbols of tourism and emigrations. His characters are lineated as mystical and
romantic because they are eager to find out their own utopia endlessly.
Migrations, separations, tourism, stowaways, missing, diseases, and deaths are
central themes of his novels. Nostalgia for faraway places is a critical theme of
Lee Hyo-suk's literature. Adoration for unknown places and missing for future
dreams are also forms of nostalgia. His novels ardently show us such
future—oriented nostalgia for transcendental Ideals.

This study will be committed to concentrate on the representations of
multiple places in Lee Hyo-suk’s literature. In his novels, poems, essays, plays,
scenarios, and criticism, he describes multiple places like Harbin, Russia, Tokyo,
Pyeong-yang, Ju-eul, and Kyung-sung etc. He shows his own aesthetic visions
through describing a variety of exotic places. This study would like to analyze
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the meanings of multiple places to demonstrate his literal idealism. This paper
aims to suggest three conceptions—spatiality, nostalgia, and cosmopolitanism—
to reveal the meaning of places depicted in Lee Hyo-suk's texts.

In Chapter II, the paper traces the process of changing places illustrated in
Lee Hyo-suK's early texts. Especially, this chapter strives to identify the
meaning of ‘the northern country(4t}#) in his early writing. In his early
writing, the northern country generally stands for Russia to materialize
marxist’'s idealism of his characters. In Chapter I, the paper observes the
representation of nostalgia for multiple places in his midterm works. This
chapter investigates the meaning of living spaces like apartment, schools,
restaurants, cafes and bars in his novels. In Chapter IV, this study investigates
aesthetic idealism and cultural cosmopolitanism to find out the ultimate
intention of his literary writing. This chapter focuses on his long novels like
Grand Blue SkA"$5724if}t;) and  Pollens("{t¥3;) which describes travelling to
Harbin to demonstrate his final destination of aesthetic idealism. His constant
topophilia for Harbin stands for cultural cosmopolitanism and adoration for
classic music.

Nostalgia in his literary writings expose his longing for unfulfilled idealism to
realize his literary cosmopolitanism which is similar to Walt Whitman and D.
H. Lawrence. He had little attachment for his own hometown, however, he was
eager to have another place to project his nostalgia. Eventually he rediscovered
Harbin as the new place of nostalgia to combinate oriental culture and western
culture. At that time in Asia, Harbin was the so-called Paris of the Orient. Lee
Hyo-suk discovered new icon of aesthetic idealism in Harbin's rapid
development and modemn culture. In his novel Grand Blue Sky the main
character II-ma succeeded to invite Harbin orchestra to Korea. In ILee
Hyo-suk’s another novel Pollens, the main characters endeavor to study classic
music in Harbin. Lee Hyo-suk's characters show youthful passion for classic

music and western culture. Classic music in his novel indicates genuine desire
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for aesthetic idealism. His aesthetic project was to overcome racial and national
obstacles under Japan's colonial rule. His topophilia for Harbin pioneered to
achieve cultural transnationality and alternative cosmopolitanism against Japan's

colonial rule and Koreans innate occidentalism and nationalism.

Key words: spatial representation, spaciality, non—places(non-lieu), aesthetics,
topophilia, nostalgia, cosmopolitanism, Harbin, Russia,
fetishism, eroticism, tourism, transnationality

Student Number: 2003-30010
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