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Abstract

A Study on the Related Aspect
between ‘Experience’ and Awareness of a Reality

in Song Young's Literature

Lim, Hyuk
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aimed to discover the aspect that writer consciousness of Song
Young, who was a playwriter and novelist, involved problems of various levels
occurring in the relation of the colony and the empire including class issues
based on his texts. Though this process, the study also intended to highlight the
fact that he not only made efforts on literary configuration of class consciousness
with novels that describe concreteness of labor spots and plays that have
excellent satirical techniques, but also tried to share the problems of the country
of Chosun as a colony that he read through keen view with the public.

The distinct feature of his literature is that "experience’ forms the backbone of
texts.  After participating in March 1st Movement, he left Baejae
Gobo(Highschool), and then started labor in various work sites. The experience of
labor became in earnest after he went to Tokyo, Japan in around early 1922. The
life in Tokyo was meaningful to him in that it gave labor experience that became
nourishment for his early literary life and formed human network that he could
share his ideology. By the time he started his literary career, his texts were
created under the relation with his own intense experiences. The existing studies
tend to put meaning to his early activities under the premise that ideology of
class from "Yeomgunsa’ to KAPF gained literary quality with the mediation of

his labor experiences, only emphasizing his accomplishment of some of labor
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novels. This study began with a critical mind that the above perspective not only
made some of his literary works relatively highlighted but also deferred
evaluation for multiple texts that exist in a number of layers. In fact, his texts
have various depth and width in creation, so that their value can’t be evaluated
in sole standard or classified into several categories. Therefore, the purpose of
this study was author study of Song Young, which hadn’t been tried so far by
comprehensively reviewing his texts that were excluded from the public’s interest
continuously.

First, in the chapter II, by referring to the accomplishments of the existing
studies about Song Young’'s labor novels, the study went over Iliterary
accomplishments and limit of texts that weren't included to the above. That is,
Song Young focused on literary configuration of social and ideological
consciousness that was formed before starting his literary career through the
activities in 1920s, and during this process, he experienced a certain amount of
success and failure while performing various experiments. During this period, his
literary landscape was composed of various outcome created under the big goal
called literature of class consciousness in predominance of novels. In the novels
in this period, militant labor men were main characters, their space of activities
was described in detail, and the movement to overcome conflicts of class was
mainly narrated. What is important is Song Young's texts in 1920s include
non-uniform spots that can’t be described by labor novels, and this is the one
that makes his literature unique. In other words, he runs on the track of practice
of proletarian literature, but he never misses acute problems between realistic
contradiction and the nationality created from the structure of ’‘colony-empire’. In
addition, he does not ignore the influence of extremely private emotion such as
love and romance on ideological practice, but suggests its positive aspect. He
makes characters with a genuine belief appear, but he shows those characters
also have conflicts in their relationships, especially with family, in the texts,
breaking away from ideological characters that Song Young himself curbs all the

time.
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In the Chapter IIl, his texts that get through changes in 1930s were reviewed.
During this period, Song Young intensifies and expands the critical mind and
literary assets reviewed in the Chapter II in various ways while still refining
them. Although this tendency wasn’t revealed clearly on the contents compared
to the texts in 1920s, he continues the critical mind more skillfully and minutely
in his own way. The reason the existing studies evaluated his literature to lose
tension of proletarian literature and to become popularized is they couldn’t
access the critical mind hidden between the lines of texts. However, in 1930s, he
showed most motivated activities in his literary journey, practicing total
directional writing forms including not only novel and play but also “wall novel’,
lecture and general knowledge. Based on this point, this study read problematic
points scattered in the texts of 1930s to find out that he performs literary
configuration on his own critical mind on the extension of 1920s. In short, Song
Young intends to reveal substantiality of ideology through auxiliary characters
while showing daily life’s space and time in the texts of this period, which
could be done by female characters such as wife and mother who wait for
absent male main characters or figuration of intellectual who pull wires from
behind. Song Young's worry about literary forms led to correction of the existing
recognition that his literary activity of 1930s descended to the popular literature
that combined with the public, and furthermore sticking more to the problems of
class and nationality.

In the Chapter IV, Song Young's activities after 1940s were reviewed. In 1940s,
his creation vigor abated. From later 1939 to right before the independence, he
stopped writing novels but wrote only plays for the stage. In addition, this
activity focusing on plays is composed of a number of performance scripts that
are assumed to be part of texts of national theatre to participate in drama
contests and the texts for popular plays. That's why work to find out productive
meanings by reading texts written in omnidirectional ways can’s be effective.
Moreover, the outer circumstances of the war basis with the Manchurian Incident

and the Sino-Japanese War did not allow authors to do free writing and
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performing activities. The objective situation at that time forced authors to
actively embody the themes of Naeseon Ilche(Japan and Korea as one body) and
Chonghubonggong that imperialism of Japan set as a slogan. In this
circumstances, Song Young, who also couldn’t be free, created texts for national
drama and participated in drama contests actively at the end of the japanese
rule. This study intended to review Song Young's play texts at the end of the
japanese rule under the relation with his whole literary activities. That is, while
considering characteristics of contents and styles found in his literature until
1930s, this study accessed to his texts for play at the end of Japanese rule, so
that it could escape research tendency of national theatre that was limited within
dichotomy of pro-Japanese and resistance to some degree. Many of Song Young's
plays at the end of Japanese rule neither revealed the aspect of cooperative to
the system as the national drama, nor showed the tendency of continuing or
progressing his dramaturgy from the former plays. Therefore, this study focused
on discussion about in what forms and what levels his tendency that was
intensified and developed in literature about the recognition about the colonial
reality including class consciousness on his texts in 1940s had an influence. In
short, by focusing on analysis on methods of characterization of characters that
were not paid attention to along with the dramatic effect, this study discovered
Song Young staged the points that evaded from Japanese opinions while he took
a cooperative stance towards Japanese government. Besides, the study reviewed
the problems that he had to express minimally due to the external circumstances
at the end of Japanese rule by creating novels and plays again after the
independence.

This study rejected the existing research about Song Young's literature
processed with separate categorization of play and novel, but aimed the intact
authorship targeting the whole texts that he left. During the process, what was
considered the most important was to correct the fact that after his texts made
extraordinary accomplishment in projection of class consciousness in the

beginning, they rapidly descended to popular sense of everyday life, and in the
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end they were submitted to the cooperative attitude to the system of Japanese
imperialism. For this, it was necessary to have perspective to access to Song
Young's literature in different dimension than a sole standard of characterization
of class consciousness. It was also considered that Song Young revealed his
interest in distinct characteristics about colony from the beginning unlike other
KAFP authors. In summary, the texts of Song Young had class consciousness as
an important theme, but they also contained contradictions that appeared due to

the colonial circumstances that held defining power of those days’ reality.

Key Words : Song Young(R#¥), experience, KAPF, colony, imperialism, labor
novel, satire, dramaturgy, generation, daily life, romance, wife as a comrade,
national theatre, war basis system, Chonhubuin(women in the rear ground),

clearing the pro-Japanese groups
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