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abstract

Military Culture and Human Rights of Soldiers in Korea

Keun-Sik Jung*

It has been focused on military culture and human rights of soldiers as a hot issue after
the transition to political democracy in Korea. Some NGOs and National Human Rights
Commission are interested in this issue and ask not only to seek the truth of past human
rights violation incidents but also to promote soldiers human rights. Korean Army replied
to this challenge and established the committee for promotion of soldiers’ human rights.

Some survey researches show rapid promotion of military human rights by diverse
institutional endeavors. Most valuable change is the recognition of the positive relation of
soldiers’ human rights to military empowering. But there are some unsolved issues related
to the discrepancy of civil society and the authority of army, on one hand, and to different
attitudes between National Human Rights Commission and the Authority of army. It

would be necessary more systematic research and accumulative trust among them.

Key words: military culture, human rights of soldiers

* Professor of Dept. of Sociology, Seoul National University, Historical Sociology and Social
Movement. ksjung@snu.ac.kr



