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Design plans for Seoul Station's stature

and urban space improvement

—Focused on Cheongparo—
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Abstract

Design plans for Seoul Station's stature

and urban space improvement

— Focused on Cheongparo —

Ji yeon, yoo
Program in Urban Design
The Graduate school

Seoul National University

Seoul Station, located in the heart of Seoul, is not only
a ‘gateway' of Seoul, but also plays a functionally important
role. However, compared to its functional status, the
morphological aspects as well as the physical environment
around the station are in poor condition. In addition, only the
east side of the station is recognized as a fallade, and the
west side does not even have a proper frontality. However,
since the attempt to develop the west side as the main area
1s currently being made, by correspondingly improving the
urban spaces of the western area of the station, there is
possibility that both east and west sides can have the
frontality, granting the equivalent qualification as the eastern
area. This study was to seek the solution which can provide
the proper environment and frontality for Seoul Station

through the improvement of the relatively poor western side.
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First, it analyzed the current situation in detail focusing
on the targeted area of the western area after analyzing the
overall situation that Seoul Station currently faces. The
analysis of the targeted area was done through the physical
analysis, access route survey of the walking and vehicles,
survey of the building’ s degree of decrepitude, and survey

of land ownership.

Urban design process drawn through the analysis of the
targeted area is reflected on design goals, and the goals of
this design are as follows: (1) to provide the appropriate
environment for the Seoul Station so that it can have the
symbolic meaning as to represent Seoul (2) to ensure that
the west side of the Seoul Station can have the equivalent

frontality as the east side.

In order to achieve the above design goals, the vision of
the west side area was set up and the suggestions for

improvement were arranged prior to the design.

The requisites for improvement are as follows: (1)
improvement of the broad road space (2) arrangement of
traffic flow and improvement of the square for the frontality
of the station (3) improvement of walking and parking
movement (4) creation of public spaces (5) space
improvement for active use of sidewalk and the first floor

space of the building.

Considering the elements of improvement above, the
targeted area’ s design plan first set up sections for each

characteristic, and each section was to be designed for the
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nature of the space it has.

Section A provided the insufficient green space and
public space to grant the entry nature of the station and
placed commercial, cultural facilities to perform its role as a
landmark. Also, it was made to be able to connect to the
green space for active use of the overpass.

As a section in charge of the station’ s functions,
section B rearranged the transfer circulation in order to play
the central role of the station. Also, by providing the lower
floors of the Korea Railroad Corporation (KORAIL) building
as an open space, this section was redesigned so that the
station can have the frontality and that it can be combined to
the square which had been cut off.

The problem of parking circulation was readjusted by
combining the movement of pedestrians and drivers with the
use of parking tower.

Section C, as the main access route of Seoul Station,
tried to provide abundant street space and pleasant
environment. For this, walking spaces facing KORAIL
building were improved, providing an open space which can
be used in conjunction with the commercial facilities on the
1° floor.

As another access route of Seoul Station, section D was
assigned the characteristics of the station square and
landmark. The station square was designed so that various

events can take place.

Although this study has limitations in that it did not take
the issue of Seoul Station building itself and the station’ s

east side into account, it carries significance in that it not
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only improves to provide the symbolism of Seoul Station by
only looking at the station itself, but also tried to overcome
the fundamental problems by recognizing as one of the urban
spaces. This can be used as reference in future research on
space planning to improve Seoul Station, and wishes to be a

help that can improve the quality of urban space.

Keyword: Symbolism, Frontality, Accessibility, Public Space,
Pedestrian environments, Urban space
Student Number: 2013—-20733
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