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Revitalizing the waterfront: redesigning downtown

Pohang’s urban structure as a waterfront city
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to propose the waterfront (Dongbin Canal) based
urban regeneration strategy for the declining industrial city of Pohang. Pohang was
only a small fish town until POSCO(Pohang Steel Corporation) was constructed in
1968. The construction of POSCO brought a dramatic change to the city of Pohang;
it not only brought forth the growth of the city into 60,000 to 500,000 in population,
but also played a major role in a nationwide economic development. Nevertheless,
since the downfall of Korean steel industry in 2000’s, the city of Pohang, which is
highly dependent on steel industry, is currently facing a serious crisis. Today, Pohang

requires an urgent social, economic, and physical restructuring of the city.

Dongbin inner harbor, once with the length of 3.4km, passes through the centre
of the old downtown. It was one of the major harbours in Eastern Korea that it is
credited for the emergence of Pohang in late Chosun dynasty. During the industri-
alization and population explosion in 1960’s, however, the land length of 1.5km
was reclaimed from the inner harbour. Since then, the inner harbour has become an
urban fringe area with none visiting. Fortunately, the situation has changed in 2013.
With a shift of urban development paradigm in recent years, 3.4km long waterfront
was fully restored and this has opened up the possibility of waterfront centred urban

development.

On this account, this paper proposes a new waterfront centred urban structure.
The paper consists of the site analysis, the urban structure plan, and the focus area
plan. In chapter 2(site analysis), Pohang’s development phases, the related urban
planning and projects, and its’ urban structure were studied in order to figure out the
strengths and weaknesses of the city. In chapter 3, the urban structure plan having

Dongbin inner harbour as a new urban spine is suggested. The urban structure plan



is proposed in following categories; open space, traffic, land use, and block. In the
last chapter, focus area, which will stimulate changes in urban structure, along the

waterfront was chosen and its’ development strategy was planned.

The significance of this paper is as follows: firstly, it proposes a new blueprints
for declining industrial city of Pohang. Currently, Pohang requires a new city image
that could supplement its’ old industrial image. The studies on this issue, however,
are not sufficient enough to deal with the day-by-day declining steel industry. Sec-
ondly, the paper has discovered the potential of undervalued waterfront. Dongbin
inner harbour has a potential to be a central axis for development but still remains as
an urban fringe. This paper anticipates Dongbin inner harbour as a new urban spine

that will construct the waterfront city.

Further studies to be made are as follows: firstly, strategies to integrate various
participants in social and economic fields should be studied. The effective ways in
bringing forth the cooperation between the regional government, citizens and POS-
CO should be discussed. Secondly, design plans for waterfront (3.4km) should be
planned to realize “the waterfront city of Pohang”. This paper is focused on planning
a new urban structure and strategies to achieve it. Based on the urban structure pro-
posed on this paper, Dongbin inner harbour design master plan should be proposed

in the future.

keywords: urban structure plan, urban regeneration, waterfront, Dongbin inner har-
bour, Pohang canal, industrial city, Pohang

student number: 2015-21202
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