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Abstract

A Study on the Characteristics of Community
in Shared Housing

Yun, Soyeon

Department of Architecture
The Graduate School
Seoul National University

Advised by Professor Choi, Jaepil

Along with an increase in one—-person households, the demand for
small houses in a variety of forms has increased. Recently, shared
housing has appeared with the purpose of reducing financial
burdens and improving the relationship between people. Shared
housing is a place, "where you can have an individual room and
share public spaces such as living room, bathroom, etc.”. Growing
interest in shared housing includes many different types. However,
current research has yet to consider the actual residents who are
living in the different types of shared housing. Therefore, the
purpose of this research was to study the community in shared

housing by interviewing the actual residents of shared housing.

Preceding research about community indicates that community
includes physical, active and psychological aspects. In this research
community was analyzed from these tripartite aspects. Shared

housing can be defined according to different formation



backgrounds. The categories are personal shared housing,
operational shared housing, public shared housing, and shared
dormitory. Interviews were held with the residents of personal
shared housing, operational shared housing, and shared dormitory.
After concrete inspection of the recordings and written materials,

the following results were obtained.

First, physical characteristics mentioned by residents can be
classified as private space, public space, attached space, furniture
and props, etc. Many residents noted that it is necessary to
establish a pleasant public space in order to form a community
within a shared house. Private space is the most commonly used
space, but natural interaction with members appears in the living
room, one of the public spaces. In addition, efficient attached spaces
should thoroughly support smooth formation of community as well

as the use of private spaces.

Second, classified contents for activities are activity types,
factors influencing activity, results of activity, rules, and external
management. In particular, co-sharing of dining and leisure
activities was mentioned most frequently, and belongs to the
category, activity type. A distinctive difference appeared among the
three types of shared housing in that residents of the operational
shared housing provided a lot of information on influencing factors
and rules. In order to form a community between the new faces,

influencing factors and rules are needed.

Third, psychological characteristics showed that residents feel a
community spirit, sense of security, different levels of experience

and tension. Residents selected the shared housing not only to save



money but also to feel a sense of community among people.

The greatest significance of this study is that the perceptions
and present conditions of shared housing were analyzed through
comprehensive interviews with actual residents of shared housing.
Even though the residents began living in shared housing for
economic reasons, they found that it was necessary to have enough
space for community as the residents had an expectation of
relationships between residents. This differs from the perception of
typical one—person households in which only private space is
valued. Therefore, future shared housing should be provided in a
way that can support the community. Architectural planning
elements in shared housing have been presented suggesting a
revision of the proposed architectural planning for the model of

shared housing by the Korea Land & Housing Corporation.

Keywords: Shared Housing, Community, One-person
Household, Youth Residence
Student Number: 2013-20565
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