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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Individuality and Collectivity
of ‘Body-realm' in Alvar Aalto's Architecture

Advised by Prof. Kim, Kwang-Hyun

Choi, Dong-kwan

Master Dissertation

Department of Architecture
The Graduate School of

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study was to explain 'Body-realm' in Alvar
Aalto's Architecture, a sensuous environment around the body and
demonstrates the individuality and collectivity in the formation process
of 'Body-realm' and in the process of forming a whole building by col-
lectivizing it. Thereby, this study informs the value of Alvar Aalto's ar-
chitecture today. This study mainly focuses on the interior-space of
architecture in order to understand the true meaning of Alvar Aalto's
architecture. Due to the climatic nature of Finland, which has a harsh
and long winter, Aalto had always worked to create a comfortable and
human-friendly architecture, especially interior-space.

The reason why people feel warmth and comfort in the architecture
of Alvar Aalto is because he regarded the various functions of human
body, that is, their senses, psychological processes, and movement, as

important in architecture. The starting point of his architecture, that
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is, 'Body-realm', which can be regarded as a kind of space unit, is the
realm formed by various relations between objects constituting the
space and body. 'Body-realm' begins with a sensuous relationship that
forms between things and the body. Aalto has also carefully designed
small objects such as furniture, doors, door handles, and so on. It is
these objects causing sensory responses that make Alvar Aalto's archi-
tecture unique.

Therefore, this study aims to illuminate the meanings and significance
of small objects in buildings and architectural elements that are not
attracting much attention in the architectural world. Although many
previous studies on Aalto's architecture focused on architectural forms
and spatial composition methods, the essence of his architecture lies
in the interior-space composed of various great and small objects. In
Aalto's architecture, the various objects composing the interior-space
of the building play an active role, as compared to the architecture of
many other architects. Indeed, much of the experience people have in
the Aalto's architecture consists of the phenomena represented by
these objects.

Individuality and collectivity are characteristics that appear in various
aspects of Alvar Aalto's architecture. Aalto emphasized the importance
of individuality, a characteristic of individuals, while modern archi-
tecture generally regarded people as a part of community and in-
dividuals as the average man. This kind of thinking appears in the
form of assembling a building in keeping with the individuality of
things in architecture. This individuality and collectivity are found at
various stages in Aalto's architecture, from the production of things to
the relationship of things and bodies, and also the way in which the
body-realms are gathered to form a whole building.

On the other hand, Alvar Aalto pursued human-friendly architecture
by starting from making the closest environment to the body. From
this point of view, Aalto seems to have understood the environment as
a concept that starts from the point of contact with the body and ex-

tends to a building space close to the body, a larger space.
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Alvar Aalto's architecture is a warm architecture for 'a little man'. He
pursued architecture for even the smallest people on the streets and
he respected the value of individual things. This architecture has many
implications for contemporary architecture, which must accommodate

various demands in modern society where various values coexist.
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