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ABSTRACT 

 

This paper assesses the insecurity situation in the northern part of Nigeria and its 

impact on economic development of the region. The research findings have shown that 

while there have been several explanations for the on-going security impasses in 

Northern Nigeria, the problem has primarily been a reflection of the existing political 

as well as socio-economic gaps between the North and the South. The research further 

reveals that the situation in the Northern part of the country is aggravated by the 

deteriorating economic situation in the region which continues to make it an ideal place 

for Islamic extremists to carry out their reign of terror against government institutions 

and the Nigerian state at large. 

The paper also examines the approaches adopted by the government in responding to 

the insecurity in the region and finds that the approaches so far adopted by the 

government continue to yield very little results. In-depth study of the situation in the 

Northern part of the country reveals that the grievances which have resulted in the use 

of violent tactics against the government are better addressed through a multifaceted 

approach which takes into account the specific needs of the region.   

In addition to this, the paper shows that despite some economic gains made in the 

Northern part, these gains are at risk of being reversed due to the on-going insecurity in 

the region, which has caused the Northern part of the country to witness a slower pace 

of overall economic development compared to the Southern part of the country. 
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The paper concludes with alternative policy recommendations based on the research 

findings that point to the peculiarities of the region and which offer a possible avenue 

for addressing the insecurity impasse in the region. 

 Key words: Insecurity, Economic Development, Islamic extremists, Northern Nigeria, 

Nigerian government. 
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                                                   CHAPTER ONE 
 

                                                       INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 
 

Over the years, the West African sub region has witnessed relative peace and 

stability. This has also helped the economies within the region to consolidate economic 

growth and development. While the popular assumption has been that democracy has 

come to stay in Africa, the case has not necessarily been the same for all the countries 

in the sub-Saharan African region. Some of these countries have seen their 

democracies stretched beyond limits from internal political divisions having external 

consequences to vulnerabilities posed by instability within close neighbours1.  

Nigeria has not been an exception to these challenges as well. Since the return 

of democracy to Africa’s most populous nation2 on the 29th of May 1999, the country 

has had to confront numerous political and economic challenges after several years of 

military rule. Appeasing divergent interests in Nigeria, with a multiplicity of ethnic 

groups3 has required not only astute skills and compromises but also at great costs 

some of which are reflected in the loss of lives and property unfortunately. Not too 

                                                            
1 A few cases are Mali and Côte d’Ivoire which have experienced instability resulting from 
internal power struggles between different interest groups in these countries. 
2 Nigeria is estimated to have a population of about 170 million people.  
3 There are an estimated 250 ethnic groups in the Federal Republic of Nigeria with Hausa, 
Yoruba and Igbos being the dominant ones. 
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long after the commencement of the forth Republic4, the nation was confronted with an 

insecurity crisis5 emanating from the Niger Delta region. This situation resulted in the 

loss of revenue to the country, running into billions of US dollars, as Nigeria operates a 

largely oil dependent economy. 

Apart from the development related challenges that confront every other 

developing country, there has been a growing threat posed by insecurity in Nigeria 

today. The insecurity dilemma in the northern part of the country in recent times has 

claimed the lives of so many people. While there continues to be several explanations 

for this insurrection (Aloziewa, 2012) little attention seems to be placed on the 

historical context from the times of colonial rule which has resulted in a distinction 

between the North and the South in Nigeria (Campbell, 2011) as is the case today. Also 

the situation has a tendency to impede economic growth and development not only in 

the North, but in Nigeria as a whole.  

While the government’s response up till this moment has been swift and 

reactionary, meeting every confrontation with the use of force, these responses have 

produced very little results. In some cases, it has been said that the security forces have 

aggravated the situation through extrajudicial killings6. Another important point to note 

                                                            
4 Democracy returned to Nigeria in 1999 after previous attempts mired by military coups and 
counter coups. 
5 The situation in the oil rich Niger Delta region is marked by the kidnapping of citizens and 
other expatriates working with multinational oil companies as well as the destruction of oil 
pipelines and other related facilities. 
6 The Nigerian Security Tracker, established by the Council on Foreign Relations, estimates 
over 7,000 deaths related to extrajudicial killings by security forces in Nigeria as a result of the 
insecurity impasse in the North. 
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is that despite the government’s repeated attempts at resolving this challenge, a 

fundamental question that remains to be answered is why these attempts have failed. 

Could it be that the approaches adopted by the government do not necessarily seek to 

tackle the root of the problem? Despite these concerns, Nigerians are the ones who are 

caught in between this carnage and onslaught unleashed on them by the various 

terrorist groups and militias seeking to thwart the fabric the holds the nation together.  

Whatever the reasons are, this research seeks an in-depth study and 

understanding of the causes and reasons for the prolonged insecurity impasse in the 

northern part of the country and its likely impact on the economic development of the 

region. 

1.2 STATEMENT OF RESEARCH PROBLEM 
 

The insecurity situation in northern Nigeria is therefore worth paying attention 

to as it poses a very serious and imminent threat to the overall progress and 

development of the country. As is the case with every research, the questions that this 

research work seeks to address are the following: 

i. Why has northern Nigeria remained a haven for extremists, rather than 

in other parts of Nigeria? 

ii. Why have previous policies aimed at tackling insecurity in northern 

Nigeria failed and yet succeeded in other parts of the country? 
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iii. What is the impact of the insecurity impasse in northern Nigeria on 

economic development in the region? 

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
 

Peace and stability in Nigeria is not only in the interest of the country but also 

the rest of the region and the world at large. With the ever increasing volatility of the 

Middle East, the world’s dominant powers, led by the United States and in recent times 

China, have no choice but to look for alternative sources for their energy needs. 

Therefore ensuring both political and economic stability in Africa’s largest oil 

producing country is the concern of all players. With respect to that, the broad 

objective of this research is to ascertain the impact of the insecurity impasse in 

northern Nigeria on the economic development of the region. 

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH 
 

Africa and indeed Nigeria have witnessed different forms of conflict, and 

violence, resulting in unprecedented levels of political and economic instability over 

the years. While some African countries in sub-Saharan Arica as of now are still facing 

these challenges, others have been able to climb their way out of the quagmire that is 

associated with such setbacks. The situation in Nigeria is one that continues to persist 

despite various attempts at appeasing various factions associated with the insecurity in 

the northern part of the country.  
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Furthermore, the situation in northern Nigeria poses a threat not only to the 

political stability of the region but also to its economic development. On the subject 

matter of insecurity in northern Nigeria and its impact on the economic development of 

the region, there has been conducted very little research. In addition to this deficiency, 

most of the research conducted so far has been limited and lacks a comprehensive 

analysis of the insecurity impasse in the North and its impact on the economic 

development of the region. Therefore, this research aims at filling that gap while also 

contributing to the on-going debate about the insecurity situation in northern Nigeria 

and its impact on economic development of the region and to some extent on the 

country as a whole. Hence, its findings would be beneficial to policy makers, 

researchers, students as well as other scholars interested in the study of Nigeria and the 

challenges posed by insecurity. 

1.5 SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 
 

The research seeks to establish the impact insecurity poses to northern Nigeria 

and on the economic development of the region. The study therefore covers the period 

from 2003 to 2013, with particular emphasis on the north-eastern part of the country. 

The main limitations of the study are the lack of time as well as financial constraints, 

as it is quite difficult to travel to all the states within the region to conduct interviews 

with various parties that are involved in the insecurity dilemma in the region, as well as 

the lack of access to sensitive data from security agencies. 
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These limitations and constraints have therefore made this research work 

strictly a primary qualitative research. While telephone interviews and other forms of 

direct contact with policy formulators and academics alike would have been desirable, 

the time constraints for the duration of the research have not permitted such diversity 

of sources for the present study.  

1.6  RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

1.6.1 DATA COLLECTION 
 

The research is an analytical qualitative one which relies on primary sources of 

data collected from official documents and publications of government ministries, 

departments and agencies as well as states specific data on economic performance 

since the inception of the insecurity dilemma in the northern parts of Nigeria from the 

National Bureau of Statistics. Other sources include books, journals, and reports from 

the World Bank, the African Development Bank, and United Nations Development 

Programme, academic papers as well as online news from both national and 

international media websites. 

In addition to this, the secondary sources of data used for this research include 

standard open-ended interviews which sought to address the main questions in the 

research objectives. The respondents include academics, security experts as well as 

random residents living within the affected areas of northern Nigeria.  
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1.7 STRUCTURE OF THE RESEARCH 
 

The study is organized into five chapters. The first chapter is composed of the 

research design, which includes the introduction as well as the theoretical framework 

of the study while the second chapter is a review of the literature on insecurity in the 

northern part of Nigeria as well as the economic development of the region. Chapter 

three provides a historic and chronological insight into the economic situation in the 

North as it relates to insecurity in the region and chapter four provides an interpretation 

of the data and a detailed analysis of the impact and implications of the insecurity 

situation on economic development of the region. Finally, chapter five gives a 

summary, policy recommendations and conclusion of the study. 
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    CHAPTER TWO 

                                             THEORETICAL OVERVIEW 

2.1. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1.1. INSECURITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA 

 

 Africa as a continent, has witnessed different periods of economic turbulence 

over the years which in some cases has been compounded by insecurity and social 

unrest. Right from the 1960s onwards, when most African countries began to gain 

independence from colonial powers, the continent has had to confront multiple cases of 

conflict during its years of decolonization (Marshall, 2005). At the same time, the 

continent has been trying to address issues such as the rigours of nation building amidst 

conflicting interests which at times have been irreconcilable. In some instances, this 

has led to series of coups and counter coups, post-independence wars, ethnic conflicts 

and violence across nation-states in Africa. 

2.1.2. SOCIOLOGICAL PRESPECTIVES ON INSECURITY IN NORTHERN 
NIGERIA  

 

 The situation in sub-Saharan Africa for instance may not look very promising. 

The reason is that the sub region has witnessed heightened political instability and 
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insecurity in recent times7. Though it is important to note that while there have been 

several explanations for this on-going trend, much of the analysis on insecurity in 

Africa recommends actions without delving into the underlying problems (Joseph, 

2013). Some scholars argue that most of the insecurity in the sub-Saharan region has 

had an effect not only on economic development but human security as well8. The 

situation continues to attract the attention of many policy formulators and academics 

alike.  Bates (2006) argues that conflicts and the threat of conflict constitute a powerful 

and characteristic feature of Africa’s political economy.  Most African countries are 

multi-ethnic societies and this constitutes a major factor determinant in understanding 

the situation with regards to the prevalence of violence and conflict on the continent.  

Ake (1996:42) posits that the African state rather than being a public force tends to be 

privatized, that is, appropriated to the service of private interests by the dominant 

faction of the elite (cited in Alozieuwa, 2012). 

Thus, the persistent destruction of state institutions by aggrieved elements 

within the society reflect the sense of exclusion felt by these elements from and lack of 

ownership of the common patrimony as argued by Alozeiuwa (2012). Thus, this has 

led to the popular belief that in the case of Nigeria, the country may very well be on its 

way of becoming a failed state as a result of these internal divisions.   

                                                            
7 According to Fukuda-Parr et al. (2008), since 1980, more than half of the countries in sub-
Saharan Africa have experienced armed conflict, sometimes multiple conflicts taking place 
simultaneously in different parts of the country and sometimes lasting for decades. 
8 See  Akokpari, NAME (2007): A Political Economy of Human Insecurity in Sub Saharan 
Africa. Publishing Place: Publisher.  
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2.1.3. ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS TO INSECURITY IN NORTHERN 
NIGERIA  

 

 While some arguments seem to highlight the situation in Africa with respect to 

the sociological underpinnings of insecurity, the economic dimension to these 

arguments are insufficient. The central contention here which is closely associated with 

the human needs theory of social conflicts states that all humans have basic needs 

which they seek to fulfil and failure caused by other individuals or groups to meet 

these needs could lead to conflict (Rosati et al.,1990 cited in Alozeiuwa, 2012). 

Political theorists for instance argue that one of the main functions of the state should 

be the provision of security for its citizens. It is widely believed that a conflict free 

atmosphere could guarantee economic development. This holds true for most 

developed countries. Unfortunately, in places like Africa, the situation is different. It is 

therefore imperative that security should be given a boost in Africa to sustain economic 

development on a continent that has a high prevalence of poverty and 

underdevelopment. There have been a few attempts to link insecurity to 

underdevelopment in West Africa; one of such attempts asserts that economic 

underdevelopment is a major cause of insecurity in West Africa. Marshall (2005) 

posits that there are two factors which help to explain the ‘great disparity between 

expected levels of political violence in the generally poor and poorly integrated and 

mobilized countries of Africa and the observed high levels of violence and welfare’. 

He goes on to state that ‘perhaps the most important factor is the economic and 

political marginalization of the majority of the populations of many African countries’. 
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This position offers a pointer to what could possibly be the root cause of most conflicts 

in Africa. However, it does not take into account other factors such as cultural 

differences and historical antecedents. 

Although, Campbell believes that Boko Haram is more focused on political 

power9, yet it is important to note that the economic dimension to the insecurity 

dilemma cannot simply be ruled out. He sums it up by arguing that ‘the economic and 

social imbalance between the North and the South makes political power sharing a 

sensitive issue’. He argues that the economy of the North is ‘in decline because of 

deindustrialization and lack of investment in agriculture and infrastructure, and a much 

smaller percentage of its population has access to education than in the South’10.  

 According to Hansen (1987:12 cited in Alozieuwa, 2008) the two main sources 

of conflict in Africa are ‘the modernization paradigm which tends to see conflict as 

endogenously generated; this looks for factors as the conflict between primordial 

loyalties and the strains on the modernization processes. He further argues that second 

source of conflict in Africa is a structural approach which uses ‘the economic and 

political linkage between African countries and metropolitan countries as a wider 

canvas against which to work out issues of conflict’. It is pertinent to point out here 

that scholarly positions remain divided on this matter as with other matters on the 

relationship between conflict and development. As Uvin (2002) puts it ‘upon closer 

                                                            
9 New York Times, 25 January 2012. 
10 Huffington Post, 2 February 2011. 
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inspection, there is a scare secure evidence of a causal relationship between economic 

development and peace’.  

 The consequences of armed conflicts on development are far from simple 

(Fukuda-Parr et al., 2008). They argue that the costs vary from one country to another, 

but are also uneven within countries. Citing Stewart et al. (2001) and Collier et al. 

(2003:13), civil wars ‘divert resources that from productive economic activities and 

from public expenditures for social goods that advance development’. Further arguing 

that civil wars ‘incur direct human costs and long term developmental costs through 

loss of household assets and, destruction of infrastructure essential for both human 

well-being and for successful agriculture and commerce, as well as loss of confidence 

in institutions, leading to lawlessness and capital flight’. 

 Cornish (2006) argues that while there may be a connection to terrorism and 

underdevelopment which could be found in deprivation, disease, inequality, ill-health, 

debt, corruption, crime and so forth this connection, while plausible, is difficult to 

prove and most certainly is not a complete answer to the problem. 

 It is still debateable whether there is a clear connection between 

underdevelopment and insecurity. Fakuda-Parr et al. (ibid.) sums it up by asserting that 

‘while the idea that stark inequality would lead to resentment and uprising is intuitively 

appealing, research has not found empirical evidence of armed war occurring more 

frequently where vertical inequalities are high’. On the other hand, there is more 
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evidence associated with horizontal inequality-inequality between groups with ethnic, 

religious or linguistic ties with conflict (Stewart 2002, 2004).  

2.1.4. POLITICAL FEUD PRESPECTIVES TO INSECURITY IN NORTHERN 
NIGERIA  

 

Irrespective of the analytical dimensions to the understanding of the causes or 

sources of conflict in Africa which invariably breeds insecurity on the continent, it is 

clear that sub-Saharan African and other African countries need to address their 

insecurity challenges if they are to make progress in economic development. 

Alozieuwa (2012) identifies the general misconception which considers the 

northern part of Nigeria as a monolithic political entity. He also asserts that attention 

needs to be given to this misconception. However, Kukah (1999) observes that the 

ascription of leadership qualities by British colonialism to the Fulani made them 

unresponsive to the quest of other citizens for a place in the power structure in Nigeria 

(cited in Alozieuwa, 2012). 

This theoretical perspective has continued to generate more interest in 

explaining the insecurity that exists in the northern part of the country as it further 

exposes the deep division that exists amongst Nigeria’s disparate social groups. 

According to Alozieuwa (op.cit) this perspective is premised primarily on the argument 

that the emergence of President Jonathan after the 2011 elections pitted some 

formidable political forces in the North against most of those in the South, particularly 

the minority ethnic Ijaw nationality of the south-south of Nigeria who saw this as an 
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opportunity to placate their restive region over years of perceived of political and 

economic marginalization. This argument is further premised on the belief that the 

persistent violence by extremist elements in the North against government institutions 

is aimed at undermining the legitimacy of a southern president. 

2.1.5. RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC DIMENSIONS TO INSECURITY IN 
NORTHERN NIGERIA  

 

 The northern part of Nigeria remains a predominantly Islamic society. The 

ethnic composition of the people in this region is also a major factor that helps to 

understand the peculiar relationship that religion has with tradition. Northern Nigeria is 

mostly composed of the Hausa-Fulani as well as other smaller ethnic groups which all 

share Islam as a common religion. Although, it is important to note that while other 

religions such as Christianity may also be found in some parts of northern Nigeria, the 

North remains a predominantly Islamic society. It is  important to take into account the 

fact that the insecurity impasse which has prevailed since 2003 in the region reflects 

the role that religion largely plays in fuelling the conflict that continues to emanate 

from the region. For instance, Boko Haram which remains the dominant Islamic 

extremist group in the region continues to intensify its reign of terror on the Nigerian 

state, while it is relevant to note the religious motivations behind its actions. Its 

affiliation with al-Qaeda by extension places the group within a shared broader vision 

of global political Islam, which as Alozieuwa (2012) explains, is the overthrow of all 

worldly governments (kufur system) and the enthronement of an Islamic theocratic 

state.  
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 Alozieuwa (op cit.) argues that Boko Haram, and other similar affiliated 

Islamic extremist groups in Nigeria, have invoked the name of Allah severally to 

explain why it carried out its terror campaigns against to media sources. The sect’s 

operatives for instance, share the same mind set as explained by Mozayyan (2009): the 

sect believes that it can defeat the Nigerian state notwithstanding the sophistication and 

quality of weapons at the latter’s disposal (as cited in Alozieuwa, 2012). 

Oshita (2003) contends that by politicising ethnicity and religion, the elite of 

various nationalities act as conflict entrepreneurs, using common non-conflictual 

differences as instruments for mobilising local support in order to satisfy their own 

selfish political and economic motives. They deliberately manipulate public discourse 

by portraying common inter-group differences as confrontational and irreconcilable, 

and, in the process, achieve personal benefits from the conflict. By focussing on 

differences and undermining basic commonalities, the elite promotes mutual disrespect 

within society, with groups perceiving one another as architect of their problems. In 

this way, they manipulate the vision of the typical underprivileged Nigerian who fails 

to comprehend the circumstances that contribute to his/her impoverishment. 

Although, Nwanegbo and Odigbo, (2013) offer a puzzling view, arguing that 

Boko Haram, which is one of the main Islamic groups wreaking havoc on the Nigerian 

state, seems to be a destructive political tool with a cosmetic pretension of being 

religious. The bombing of the Nigeria Police Force Headquarters in Abuja on June 16, 
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2011, the U.N house in Abuja on August 26, 2011, and other high profile bombings 

confirm this assertion. 

2.1.6. HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL PRESPECTIVES OF 
INSECURITY IN NORTHERN NIGERIA  

 

Historical and cultural factors have been cited as major causes of conflict in 

societies across the globe. As is the case with every country, insecurity remains a 

stumbling block to achieving economic development. Nigeria is not an exception. Over 

the years, Nigeria in its quest to attain economic prosperity has faced numerous 

security challenges from the civil war of 1967-1969 to various sectarian violence and 

insurgency in the Niger Delta region and more recently in the northern part of the 

country. Nevertheless, it is widely accepted that insecurity in Nigeria also has an 

economic dimension. This opinion was also underlined by the former minister of the 

Federal Capital Territory in Nigeria, Nasir El-rufai, when he argued that ‘until 

government accepts the fact that the challenges of insecurity we face in Nigeria today 

are fundamentally borne of social, political and economic inequalities, it will almost be 

impossible to tackle internal security’11. 

  It remains an issue of debate whether or not insecurity is linked to poverty or 

economic backwardness in Nigeria.  

                                                            
11 See El-rufai (2012) paper titled ‘The Challenge of Internal Security and Implications for 
National Development’. 
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According to Ibrahim and Igbuzor (2002:12), poor people in Nigeria rate 

insecurity as a key cause of poverty, while they do not necessarily see poverty as a 

cause of armed conflict. On this matter, Innocent and Onyishi (2011) content that the 

conflicts in Nigeria are purposeful in intent and directed at key targets, whether 

economic or political. They further argue that ‘armed violence is about more than oil, 

ethnicity, or politics. In essence, such actions is about access to resources, whether 

through committing crimes, playing communal tension, stealing oil or wining 

elections’. 

It is important to note however, that insecurity in Nigeria continues to threaten 

the prospects for any meaningful development in the country. In a recent interview, the 

governor of Bauchi State12, Isa Yuguda (2013), stated that: 

                  ‘We can never secure jobs amidst crisis and if you don’t have jobs, 

                             you should not expect peace and development’. 

 

A former military head of state, General Buhari (2013) also shares a similar 

view. He thinks that ‘the insurgency was a deliberate move to scuttle the security and 

development of Nigeria. Take for instance Kano and Borno states. The economy of the 

people in the two states was completely wiped out by the activities of the insurgents. 

Nothing economic is moving in the two states’. He further stresses that ‘no nation in 

                                                            
12 Bauchi State remains one of the states in northern Nigeria that is most affected by the 
insecurity dilemma in the region.  
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this world can develop with this kind of insurgency. It is unfortunate that activities of 

insurgents are on the increase in Nigeria’.  

Despite some gains in economic development, the challenges posed by 

insecurity to lives and property have had unprecedented consequences on the economy 

of Nigeria. Since the inception of the present democratic dispensation, various 

administrations from President Olusegun Obasanjo13 to President Umaru Yar Adua14, 

and now to President Goodluck Jonathan, the nation has witnessed several security 

challenges which have negatively affected economic progress. Not long after Nigeria’s 

return to democracy, a new security challenge emerged.  

As far back as historical antecedents show, militancy became rampant in the 

restive Niger Delta region as various groups sought to use violence and sabotage in 

laying claims to what they perceived to by years of neglect and exploitation of the 

region. This crisis affected the economic outlook  of Nigeria, as the country remains 

heavily dependent on oil production from this region. Daily production was reduced 

and foreign investors were mostly unwilling to invest in such a hostile environment. 

Other security challenges that continued to confront the nation also included the high 

rates of kidnappings, particularly in the southern part of the country, and armed 

robbery became even more intense. While the security agencies tried to quell these 

challenges, little progress was made. 

                                                            
13 President Olusegun Obasanjo was Nigeria’s president from 29th May 1999 to 29th May 2007. 
14 President Umaru Yar Adua was Nigeria’s president from 29th of May 2007 to 5th of May 
2010. 
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In some cases, the government met this insecurity threats by employing the full 

weight of the state’s coercive apparatus which resulted in the loss of even more lives 

and property15. Also public opinion was not very much in favour of some of the 

government’s policies and in some cases divided, as parts of the populace advocated 

for peaceful means through negotiations and dialogue, while others called for a more 

pragmatic approach which involves the use of more force to resist the militants. During 

these times, the international community, led by various human rights advocacy groups 

also called on the government to be accountable in its response to the security 

challenges of that time. 

Stewart (2004) aptly opines that culture and ethnicity do not adequately 

explain conflict, since many multicultural societies live quite peacefully, and others 

live peacefully for decades but then suddenly conflict erupts. Given that cultural 

differences are not inherent but are developed and accentuated by social and political 

events, by leaders and the media, a cultural explanation is clearly insufficient.  

Although, he further argues that in many cases, the members of the groups 

who fight share a common cultural identity, arising, for example, from tribal affiliation, 

‘race’, or religion. When such groups are also differentiated by geographic location, 

the conflicts tend to become separatist. When cultural differences coincide with 

economic and political differences between groups, this can cause deep resentments 

that may lead to violent struggles. 

                                                            
15 In August 2008, the Nigerian government launched a massive military crackdown on 
militants in the region. 
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Though, it is significant to note that even though some of the country’s poor 

economic performance can be attributed to insecurity, not all of it is. Historically, for 

various reasons economic development has been slow in Nigeria. Some of these 

reasons include corruption, lack of sound public institutions, weak currency, and 

mismanagement of public funds. In the past, due to the overconcentration of power at 

the centre, which is a reflection of the political and societal culture of Nigeria’s 

political landscape, shows that most politicians in Nigeria have illegally diverted so 

much public wealth which otherwise should have been used for ensuring economic 

development. Some of the elected leaders rig their way into office and once in office 

do not see any need to be accountable. They end up spending the resources of the state 

for personal projects while neglecting their constitutional responsibilities to cater for 

the needs of the electorate. This unfortunate situation breeds mistrust and lack of 

confidence in the leaders by the people, thereby resulting in a situation where most of 

these leaders suffer from a legitimacy and competence crisis. This view represents the 

perceptions of the average Nigerian who, in most cases, seems to be less concerned 

with the lack of accountability and transparency of elected officials. 

Otto and Ukpere (2012) argue that there is a positive relationship between 

public security spending and economic growth which is necessary for economic 

development. But it is pertinent to note that in their work, they recognise that 

‘insecurity is debilitating to the economic development of many less developed 

economies’.  As has been rightly pointed out by these scholars, the insecurity resulting 

from various intra-state conflicts which have led to several million deaths, including 
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civilians and annihilated basic public services, state institutions and generated 

extensive poverty amongst the populace.       

Oshita (2003) sums up the Nigerian case by explaining that prebendalism, as a 

form of primitive accumulation, is entrenched in the logic of capitalism, which thrives 

on fuelling conflict between haves and the haves-nots. This prevailing political culture 

predisposes Nigerian society to politically motivated violent conflicts, usually as a 

diversion from the core issues of poverty and social inequity. 

2.2.  THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
 

While there are various theories that have been adopted in explaining the 

dynamics and particularities of the insecurity impasse in northern Nigeria 16 , the 

‘Political Feud Theory’ provides a suitable analytical framework for this research. The 

theory takes into account the assumptions that the insecurity impasse in the northern 

part of the country is in part an attempt at bringing about a regime change in the 

country (Kukah, 1993). This position has also received further support from some 

influential voices within the polity. The primary argument being that the situation in 

the northern part of the country has deteriorated into a state where politically aggrieved 

elements have now taken the country hostage through acts of violence in an attempt to 

ensure that their political (Campbell & Harwood, Why a Terrifying Religious Conflict 

Is Raging in Nigeria, 2013) interests are given full expression (Midlarsky, 1975). 

                                                            
16 See Aloziewa, NAME (2012): Contending Theories on Nigeria’s Security Challenge in the 
Era of Boko Haram Insurgency. Publishing Place: Publisher.  
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This theory captures the notion of political repression as an instrument that 

facilitates conflict or violence. Collier (2011) contends that ‘political repression has 

ambiguous effects on the risk of conflict. A society that is highly democratic is safer 

than one that is only partially democratic’. The theory subscribes to the role of 

historical antecedents in understanding the insecurity dilemma in the northern part of 

Nigeria and yet, makes provisions for an economic dimension to this impasse and the 

consequences of the situation on economic development of the region. This theory 

supports the assumption that the current insecurity situation in the northern part of the 

country can be traced to the regional disparity within the context of relative 

deprivation17 that has come to characterize the region as a result of years of neglect and 

economic isolation. This theory continues to receive wide acclaim as it captures the 

various elements that explain the situation in the region both from a political and 

economic perspective. Grievances over historic exclusion from economic, social and 

political opportunities and power provide incentives for insurgency, and the appeal to 

group loyalty and identity can be a powerful means to mobilization (Fakuda-Parr et al., 

2008). The political dimension to the insecurity impasse in the region is significant in 

understanding the nature and causes of the crisis. It is important to note however, that 

this position is closely collaborated with the economic perspective of the crisis. 

Insecurity in northern Nigeria does not only result in the loss of lives and property, but 

it also affects the economic outlook of the region as the situation makes progress on 

economic development increasingly difficult. 

                                                            
17 See Putman, Robert (1993): Making Democracy Work. Publishing Place: Publisher. 
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As pointed out by Olamilekan (2012), the activities of the group remain a 

threat to the unity of Nigeria and have since been the biggest nightmare that confronts 

the nation since the amalgamation of the Northern and Southern Protectorates in 1914. 

This takes into account the relative political instability that has since shaped the 

nation’s journey to statehood. Scholars like Leonard Berkartz (1862) and Aubery Yates 

(1662) cited in Olamilekan (op.cit), have expanded on the works of John Dillard who 

first came up with the ‘frustration-aggression’ theory which is closely related to the 

‘Political Feud Theory’ in understanding the case of the present insurgency and 

insecurity in northern Nigeria. 

The theory appears to be one of the most common explanations for violent 

behaviour which emanates from the inability to fulfil needs which in turn affects the 

security of a nation and also closely supports the ‘Political Feud Theory’. This is also 

the case with the insurgent groups in northern Nigeria, such as the Boko Haram Islamic 

group, whose militant activities was born out of frustration and aggression on the part 

of policy-makers in the northern region who for long have been aggrieved (ibid., 2012).   

This theoretical framework highlights the vicious circle that has come to 

characterize the political economy of the insecurity impasse in northern Nigeria as 

understood from the perspective of a region that has witnessed marginalization since 

the post-colonial era. This has in turn lead to frustrations and grievances that have been 

expressed through political feuds emanating from the North, thus resulting into conflict 

and violence which further entrenches poverty and economic hardship. As a result of 
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this, economic underdevelopment prevails over economic development which thus 

discourages potential investors from investing in the region. This leads the North into 

deeper regional marginalization in terms of lack of economic progress as compared to 

the rest of the country. 

Hence, a theoretical framework of this nature ensures that the research remains 

in perspective as it offers a sound background in understanding the crisis in the region. 

The repeated calls by the Boko Haram Islamic group for the implementation of Sharia 

Law in the northern part of Nigeria is also a reflection of how this insurgent group and 

other similar ones within the region desire to establish their own version of political 

Islam as an alternative political system in the North. While this theory provides 

meaningful analytical insight for understanding the situation in the North, it provides at 

the same time a suitable platform for analysis on the economic implications of the 

crisis in the region. The reason for this is that political processes and outcomes always 

eventually affect economic outlooks. The present case in northern Nigeria is by no 

means an exception to this. 
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  CHAPTER THREE 
 

3.1. STRUCTURE OF INSECURITY AND UNDEVERDEVELOPMENT IN 
NIGERIA 

3.1.1. NORTH – SOUTH DICHOTOMY 
 

 Nigeria like every other country in the world faces numerous challenges. These 

challenges range from economic instability to political instability, or one form of 

conflict and violence or the other. The government has repeatedly tried to address these 

challenges by employing different instruments at its disposal. These instruments have 

ranged from the use of coercive force, to the granting of presidential pardons in the 

form of amnesty as well as some other forms of diplomacy. It is equally imperative to 

note that the Nigerian government as a matter of state policy does not negotiate with 

terrorist groups. 

 However, in understanding the present insurgency and insecurity that 

characterizes the deteriorating state of northern Nigeria, it is paramount to have a clear 

understanding of how the region got to where it is now and what led to it in the first 

place. Therefore, this chapter seeks to offer a historical insight into the insecurity 

situation in northern Nigeria with the intention of pointing out the events and 

intricacies that have led to the present state of the region while focusing primarily on 

the period under study.  
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Campbell (2011) aptly explains the distinction between Nigeria’s Northern and 

Southern regions by noting that not only is the economic and social imbalance between 

the North and the South distinctive, it also makes political power sharing a sensitive 

issue. He goes on to highlight the case in the South, which is much richer and boasts 

far better socioeconomic indicators than the North with its extensive oil reserves 

located in the Niger Delta, and the South which has Lagos, the commercial and media 

capital of the country as well as one of the largest metropolitan areas in the world. 

While there are numerous ethnic groups, the two largest being the Yoruba and the Ibo, 

which make up the majority of the Nigerian diaspora, provide increasingly important 

remittances from abroad. It is true that Christians are a majority, but there is an 

important Muslim population in Yorubaland, and across the South, both religions are 

affiliative - that is, an adherent chooses to join. Local conflict tends to be based on 

ethnic differences and competition for access to resources, especially in the oil-rich 

delta, and very rarely do the clashes have a religious component. Given the history of 

inequality between the two regions, southerners often dismiss the North as backward. 

By contrast, the North's population is probably larger, but it is much poorer than the 

rest of the country, with some of the world's worst health and economic statistics. 

According to Campbell (op. cit) its economy is in decline because of 

deindustrialization and lack of investment in agriculture and infrastructure, and a much 

smaller percentage of its population has access to education than in the South.  
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3.1.2. POLITICAL FEUD AND VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA 

3.1.2.1.  NORTHERN NIGERIA AFTER THE POST 2003 
ELECTIONS 

 

 Between independence in 1960 and 1999, Nigeria produced only two 

democratically elected governments. Both governments were later disposed by military 

coups. Since the return to democratic rule in Nigeria in 1999, the country has been 

griped with one challenge or the other. While it is to be expected that in a multicultural 

nation-state such as Nigeria there are bound to be numerous yet conflicting interests 

seeking expression.  The return to civilian rule in 1999 was seen by some in the far 

north as a challenge to their authority, while for others as an opportunity for religious 

and cultural renewal. The loss of power to a Christian Southerner was seen by some as 

a reversal of political fortunes 18 . The outcomes of these expressions have not 

necessarily been by peaceful means as the situation in the North has shown since 2003.  

 While it is to be expected that democracy would result in peace and better 

socio-economic conditions for most Nigerians, the situation has not markedly 

improved since the 2003 general elections in the country. As pointed out by an 

observer (Tayler, 2006), one of the consequences of the return to democracy was the 

perceived exploitation of lawlessness and chaos in the country. The absence of 

effective security forces in a situation of weak law and order has led to ‘heightened 

                                                            
18 See Northern Nigeria: Background to Conflict, Crisis Group Africa Report, December 20, 
2010. 
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clashes amongst the populace’, a rise in crime, and an atmosphere of insecurity (Ebo, 

2006). 

The 2003 elections in Nigeria witnessed violence resulting from a mix of 

ethnic and religious tensions19, communal violence, politically motivated killings, and 

the manipulation of inter-communal divisions by politicians for political gains (Hazen 

and Horner, 2007). These actions by politicians have come back to haunt regional 

politicians. The arming of youths or personal militia groups during the 2003 elections 

as a political tool to win office has led to the proliferation of small arms and the 

entrenchment of armed groups, similarly to what can be witnessed today in northern 

Nigeria (ibid.). This was clearly also the case in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. 

It is important at this juncture to note that not all the northern states have been 

embroiled in one form of conflict or the other. There are 19 states in northern Nigeria, 

but and only four out of these states have not experienced major communal clashes 

over the past two decades (Hudu, 2004). 

Imposition of sharia law in 12 of the 19 northern states in contravention of the 

Nigerian Constitution led to rioting by Christians in the North20 as pointed out by 

Hazen and Horner (2007). The issues of ethnicity and religion have since provided a 

                                                            
19 Compared to the 1999 elections which saw the return of democracy to the country, the 2003 
elections were deemed largely unsuccessful and lacking in credibility. The elections were 
mostly characterized by ethnic and religious violence.  
20 The 1999 Constitution of Nigeria allows for plurality of religion and freedom of religion, 
and calls for a secular state. 
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fertile ground for both local and external incidents to spark violent confrontations 

(ibid). Since then, the North has continued to witness ethnic violence.  

During clashes between Muslims and Christians in the Plateau State, northern 

Nigeria in May 2004, over 600 people were killed. Despite the fact that the government 

declared a state of emergency, the crisis spilled over to Kano State where another 200 

people lost their lives. In February, 2006, there were riots and protests in northern 

Nigeria over the Danish publication of cartoons of the Prophet. These riots and protests 

claimed the lives of over 100 people21. 

There is no doubt that these conflicts which shuck the fabrics of the nation’s 

nascent democracy had the prospects of plunging the entire country into chaos. The 

government had to struggle with addressing those concerns and challenges in the 

northern part of the country while simultaneously trying to curtail the insurgency in the 

southern part, particularly in the Niger Delta region.  

3.1.2.2.  NORTHERN NIGERIA: THE POST 2007 ELECTIONS 
ERA 

 

 Taking a worse turn after the 2003 general elections, the 2007 general 

elections which saw President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua emerge as the President of 

Nigeria were characterized by violence and conflict and lacking credibility which 

questioned the legitimacy of the president s at that time. 

                                                            
21 It also came to riots and protests in the southern city of Onisha. 
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It was expected that with the emergence of a northerner as the President of Nigeria, 

most of the aggrieved elements within the political system particularly in the North 

would have finally laid down their arms. This however, was not the case. The elections 

were largely flawed to the extent that the president acknowledged this publicly and 

constituted an Electoral Reform Committee.  

 A significant and noteworthy finding of the Committee is that ‘politicians in 

Nigeria over the years have become desperate and daring in taking and retaining power, 

more reckless and greedy in their use and abuse of power, and more intolerant of 

opposition, criticism and efforts at replacing them’.22 Successive elections in Nigeria 

since the colonial period lacked the essential ingredients of democratic electoral 

process, such as transparency, fairness and freeness (Alemika, 2011). 

 The April 2007 elections did not meet the aspirations of the people of Nigeria. 

This led to further violence and conflicts in the North as well as the rest of the country. 

The elections were regarded as being the most poorly organized and massively rigged 

in the country’s history by the international community. This did not help to improve 

the prospects of an already ailing northern economy. This situation further resulted in 

diminishing confidence in the democratic process and continued to threaten peace and 

stability in the region. 

 The Nigerian military killed at least 25 suspected Islamic militants on the 18th 

of April, 2007, while clashing with extremists who attacked a police station the 

                                                            
22 See Electoral Reform Committee Report, 2008, Vol 1:19, pages?  
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previous day in Kano State. The nation witnessed other numerous clashes too. As cited 

by Moveh (2010), in a report prepared after the April 2007 general elections, Human 

Rights Watch noted that: 

‘Many of Nigeria’s ostensibly elected leaders obtained their 
positions by demonstrating an ability to use corruption and 
political violence to prevail in sham elections. In violent and 
brazenly rigged polls, government officials have denied 
millions of Nigerians any real voice in selecting their political 
leaders. In place of democratic competition struggles for 
political office have often been waged violently in the streets 
by gangs of thugs - youths - recruited by politicians to help 
them seize control of power’ (HRW: 2007:12). 
 

As largely unproductive and parasitic group, the dominant class in Nigeria 

relies essentially on the acquisition of state power for survival and reproduction (ibid.). 

This clearly reflects the situation in the northern part of the country following  both 

elections in 2003 and 2007.   It is worth noting that the youth have been the ones who 

are mostly used by the politicians in the northern part of the country to consolidate their 

positions during elections.23 This affects the youth’s development both economically 

and socially. 

It can thus be said that the violence that followed the 2007 elections in the 

northern part of the country was largely a result of politicians who recruited and 

sponsored youth in the region to carry out acts of violence for their own interests. 

                                                            
23 As pointed out by Moveh (2010), Gombe States’ kalare boys have committed not only 
politically related crimes but also other forms of violent abuses with complete impunity. 
Starting from politically motivated attacks in 2003, their activities have degenerated into assault, 
rape, harassment and extortion of ordinary civilians alongside their continuing political role, 
most notably during the election period of 2007. 
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Those incidences not only resulted in the loss of lives and property, but at the same 

time continued to affect the economic prospects of the region in terms of both human 

development and economic development. 

3.1.2.3. VIOLENCE IN NORTHERN NIGERIA: POST 2011 
ELECTIONS AND INSECURITY IN THE REGION 

 

 After the 2011 general elections in April, one would have expected that 

Nigeria would have learnt from its previous experiences of electoral violence and thus 

tried to improve the situation. The elections were generally regarded as amongst the 

fairest in Nigeria’s history, but despite this, there were still cases of post-electoral 

violence in the North. The April 2011 general elections ushered in a spate of new 

violence across the northern part of the country. This was largely politically driven as 

most of the aggrieved elements in the North felt threatened by the emergence of yet 

again another Christian southerner in the person of Goodluck Ebele Jonathan24. 

 Human Rights Watch (2011) reported that clashes following the elections left 

not fewer than 800 people dead in northern Nigeria25. According to the report, the 

victims were killed in three days of rioting in 12 northern states. The violence began 

with widespread protests by supporters of the main opposition leader Muhammadu 

                                                            
24 After the  April 2011 general elections, Goodluck E. Jonathan emerged as the elected 
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria after serving as acting president during the 
duration of President Yar’Adua protracted illness and then president following his death in 
2009.  
25 Nigeria: Post-Election Violence Killed 800. Human Rights Watch online, 17 May, 2011. 
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Buhari, himself a Muslim26. The protests degenerated into violent riots or sectarian 

killings in the northern states of Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Jigawa, Kaduna, 

Kano, Katsina, Niger, Sokoto, Yobe, and Zamfara. Relief officials estimate that more 

than 65,000 people have been displaced according to the same report by Human Rights 

Watch. . 

 The elections divided the country along religious lines with the North 

clamouring for a northern leader in the person of Muhammadu Buhari and the South 

supporting the emergence of Goodluck Jonathan, a Christian and southerner from the 

Niger Delta region. According to the Christian Association of Nigeria, the umbrella 

organization representing the majority of Christian churches in Nigeria, at least 170 

Christians were killed in the post-election riots, hundreds more were injured, and 

thousands displaced 27. 

There is no doubt that this was one of the worst cases of post electoral violence 

the region and the country ever witnessed. In the predominately Christian towns and 

villages of southern Kaduna State, including Zonkwa, Matsirga, and Kafanchan, 

sectarian clashes left more than 500 dead, according to both Muslim and Christian 

leaders interviewed by Human Rights Watch. The vast majority of the victims in these 

areas were Muslim. 

                                                            
26 Muhammadu Buhari was a former military Head of State from December 31, 1983, to 
August 27, 1985. He was largely respected by most Northerners because of his 
uncompromising stance on discipline and anti-corruption. 
27 The organization also reported that more than 350 churches were burned or destroyed by the 
Muslim rioters across 10 northern states. 
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Human Rights Watch (2011) estimates that in northern Kaduna State, at least 

180 people, and possibly more, were killed in the cities of Kaduna and Zaria and their 

surrounding suburbs. In many of the northern towns and cities, Christians found refuge 

in police stations and military barracks. In southern Kaduna State, Muslim women and 

children flocked to police stations for safety. Human Rights Watch found in its 

research following the clashes that the police successfully protected people in many 

cases, but they were largely ineffective at controlling the rioting and violence in other 

places.28 

As has been usually the case following such clashes and violence, the state 

deployed massive police and military personnel to the affected regions. However, the 

police and the military were implicated in the excessive use of force and other serious 

abuses while responding to the rioting and sectarian violence. Human Rights Watch 

claims to have documented eight cases of alleged unlawful killing of unarmed residents 

by the police and soldiers in the cities of Zaria and Kaduna, and received credible 

reports of more than a dozen other incidents. In Bauchi State, rioters targeted members 

of the National Youth Corps Service, who served as ad-hoc election staff. Similarly, 

Kaduna State, which is divided along religious and ethnic lines, suffered the highest 

death toll during the three days of rioting. Kaduna State has a history of violent inter-

communal clashes, but peace that had lasted since the last major outbreak of violence 

                                                            
28 Human Rights Watch conducted more than 55 interviews with witnesses and victims of the 
violence, Christian and Muslim clergy, traditional leaders, police officials, civil society leaders, 
and journalists. Researchers also conducted telephone interviews with witnesses of the violence 
in Bauchi, Gombe, Kano, and Zamfara states. 
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in 2002 was broken by the post-presidential election violence. It soon spread to 

sectarian bloodletting around the state. 

Conclusively, more than 15,700 people have been killed in inter-communal, 

political, and sectarian violence since Nigeria returned to civilian rule in 1999. In 

Kaduna State, at least 2,000 people were killed in sectarian clashes in 2000 which were 

sparked by Christian protests against the proposed introduction of Sharia Law in the 

state. Two years later, sectarian violence sparked by Muslim protests linked to the Miss 

World beauty contest left some 250 people dead. The human cost of such violence has 

been particularly high in the neighbouring Plateau State. Human Rights Watch 

estimates that more than 3,800 people have been killed in inter-communal and 

sectarian clashes since 2001, at least 1,000 of them in 2010 alone. 

3.1.3. REPRESSION AND ITS REPERCUSSIONS ON NORTHERN 
NIGERIA 

 

There is no doubt that the insecurity situation in the North is affecting the 

prospects for peace and development in the region and the nation as a whole. Even 

before the emergence of militant activities in northern Nigeria, the region was already 

going through a tough time of political and economic repression. The present situation 

has had tremendous consequences on the region which has further dragged the North 

down economically, bringing the North’s economy to its knees. This also inflicted 

severe damage on Kano State which is the commercial nerve centre of the region and 
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thus highlights, why it is imperative that the situation is resolved in the earliest possible 

time (Olamilekan, 2012).  

 The level of violence and insecurity in northern Nigeria is of concern not only 

to northerners, but to Nigerian as a whole. The people of the North have suffered from 

years of repression and neglect which partly explains why it has come convenient for 

extremists to operate from the region and recruit idle hands to join their cause. It is 

therefore in the overall interest of the nation’s economy that the government tries to 

find a lasting solution to the situation in the North. Campbell (2013) believes that ‘the 

incessant violence is starting to impact the Nigerian economy’. Even though he argues 

that Lagos state29 is doing relatively well, compared to Kano, Nigeria’s second largest 

city where ‘economic activity has dipped’. According to him ‘enterprises with 

exposure in northern Nigeria are seeing profit shrink. Cross-border trade between 

Nigeria and its neighbours is also down’.30 

 While Campbell (ibid.) supports the political explanation to the persistent 

insecurity and violence in the North by pointing out that ‘the Islamist insurrection is 

the result of internal, specifically Nigerian, factors, especially a history of poor 

governance, impoverishment, and political marginalization against the backdrop of 

Islamic revival’. He goes on to acknowledge that for any meaningful development to 

occur in the North in the long run, a step in the right direction would be the 

                                                            
29 Lagos state which is located in the south of Nigeria was formerly the nation’s capital and has 
since been popularly referred to as the commercial hub of Nigeria. 
30 Expert Brief, Council on Foreign Relations. ‘Escaping Nigeria’s Cycle of Violence’ 15 May, 
2013. 
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decentralization of government authority as well as the implementation of the rule of 

law, such as the arrest, prosecution, trial and punishment of those convicted as ‘such 

steps would help address the North’s pervasive sense of alienation from the Abuja 

government and, increasingly, from the Federation’. 

Though the prospects for peace and development in the region appear to be 

gloomy, achieving these objectives would go a long way in boosting investor’s 

confidence in the North’s fragile economy which could in turn trigger an inflow of 

capital that would spur economic development within the region. Most northerners 

believe that the main problem in the North is not a lack of capital resources, but rather 

gross mismanagement by greedy and corrupt politicians who continue to loot the 

region of its resources and repress the people through their self-serving interests. 

Boko Haram has further sought to get the attention of the international 

community to this grievance by going as far detonating a suicide bomb on the United 

Nations compound in Abuja on the 26th of August, 2012, which claimed the lives of 23 

people in one of the bloodiest attacks by the sect against the Nigerian state. 

While it is easy to neglect the insecurity emanating from Jos, in the Plateau 

state in the North, amidst all the news generated by the Boko Haram sect it is also 

important to note that this situation continues to impact the general livelihood of the 

people in the North. According to Campbell and Harwood (2013), in 2001, 2008, and 

2012, religious riots have ostensibly been between Christians and Muslims which 

resulted in the split of many communities. Citing the Council on Foreign Relations’ 
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Nigeria Security Tracker, 785 sectarian related deaths in Plateau State were reported 

between May 2, 2011 and June 30, 2013 alone, theses scholars posit that the conflict in 

the Plateau state is economic and ethnic with a religious dimension.31  

The conflict in Jos has its roots in colonial legacies. This situation has since 

been a reflection of the dispute between the so-called ‘settlers’ or ‘non-locals’ who are 

largely Muslims that where brought in to work on tin mines and the ‘indigenous’ 

population of small tribes who are predominantly Christians. 

The situation in the North is also compounded by the ever increasing influx of 

refugees into neighbouring Niger Republic32 one the one hand as well as the mass 

atrocities committed by security forces on the other hand. United States Secretary of 

State John Kerry recently called on the Nigerian military to desist from what he called 

‘credible allegations’ of ‘gross human rights violations’ in the period before the 

military offensive that was directed by President Goodluck Jonathan.33 As many as 200 

civilians were killed in the lakeside of Baga, Borno state, after a brief clash between 

the military and insurgents in mid-April, 201334. 

According to some others, the continued violence perpetuated on the Nigerian state 

would continue to increase the pressure on the federal government to stamp out the 

                                                            
31 See The Atlantic, ‘The Biggest African Conflict You’ve Never Heard Of’ July 10, 2013.  
32 So far there are about 5,000 refugees in the eastern edge of Niger and possibly as many as 
10,000 in the area.  
33 The Nigerian President ordered a major military crackdown in March 2013 against the 
Islamist militant group Boko Haram which has witnessed the deployment of larger numbers of 
troops as well as air power. 
34 See New York Times ‘Nigeria’s President Gives Military More Power in Struggle Against 
Militants’, May 15, 2013. 
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movement. Thurston (2011) argues that ‘the problem authorities in Abuja face, though, 

is that no single approach to confronting Boko Haram’s expansion has yet gained 

broad political backing or attained major momentum’.35  It is therefore imperative that 

any attempts by the government to try to quell the insurgency in the North would be 

met by stiff scrutiny both domestically and by the international community. 

3.1.4. ECONOMIC UNDERDEVELOPMENT AND INSECURITY IN 
NORTHERN NIGERIA  

 

Northern Nigeria has been the most underdeveloped part of the country since 

Nigeria gained independence in 1960, especially when compared to other parts of the 

country. The literacy rate in the region is the lowest in Nigeria. Just as poverty and 

proliferations of small arms have been attributed to some of the factors that fuel 

insecurity in the North, there is no doubt that this plays a major rule too. Ekpimah 

(2011) reports that arms can be bought for as little as 10 pounds in Nigeria. There have 

been several attempts to explain the situation that continues to confront this region. The 

popular opinion is that this region has been a victim of prolonged years of neglect and 

marginalization, yet others contest this view. The violence and conflict that is peculiar 

to northern Nigeria goes as far back as 30 years36. 

Since the return to democratic rule in 1999, new political elites have emerged 

in the northern part of the country. The emergence of these new political heavyweights 

                                                            
35See Alex Thurston, Foreign Policy 26 August, 2011 titled ‘Nigeria’s Terrorism Problem’. 
36 See Africa Report 2010 by International Crisis Group titled ‘Northern Nigeria: Background 
To Conflict’. 
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has done little to transform the lives of the average northerner, leaving some to assert 

that poverty and underdevelopment is a northern phenomenon (Soludu, 2008)37. One of 

the first groups that emerged as a security concern in northern Nigeria since the return 

to democratic rule was the ‘Nigerian Taliban’ originating from Yobe and Borno states 

in 2003. According to the International Crisis Group, the group was met with strong 

resistance by the Nigerian security forces which led it to flee into neighbouring 

Cameroon while most of its members fled to Maiduguri only to re-emerge in 2006-

2009 under a new name of ‘Boko Haram’.38 

According to the Red Cross, over 780 bodies were buried in mass graves after 

the group launched a large-scale offensive against the state of Bauchi in July, 200939. 

These attacks were repelled by security forces and it also led to the capture of the then 

leader of the group, Yusuf Mohammed. The movement has since attracted other 

‘Muslim youth, including university students and some young people who apparently 

were revolted by corruption in their wealthy families’ as pointed out by the 

International Crisis Group in its report. 

At this juncture, it is relevant to note that there are several explanations for the 

emergence of Boko Haram in northern Nigeria. While some attributed the emergence 

of the sect to its staunch opposition to Western education, others are of the opinion that 

the group emerged as a by-product of the excesses of corrupt politicians in the North 

                                                            
37 Vanguard 19th July, 2008.Charles Soludu was Nigeria’s Central Bank Governor from May 
29th 2004 to May 29th 2009. 
38 See International Crisis Group African Report 20 December 2010. 
39 ‘780 killed in Nigerian clashes, says Red Cross’, Daily Nation, 23 July 2009. 
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who used the group to rig elections and intimidate the electorate during elections. 

These debates offer a grim picture into the intricacies that have come to define the 

ideological convictions of the group. For instance, in its quest to make its voice heard, 

Boko Haram has opted to the use of the internet and other instruments of 

westernization such as the media to reach put to its followers while laying claims to its 

cause. 

It is also worth noting the emergence of a new insurgent group which also 

operates in the northern part of the country. This group which is known as Ansaru has 

so far used kidnapping of foreign nationals in Nigeria to propagate its opposition to the 

West.40 Though it is still difficult to establish any links between Ansaru and Boko 

Haram, as the group is still new, there is enough reason to believe that in a bid to 

consolidate its position it may seek to strengthen ties with other radical Islamist groups 

in Mali and elsewhere in the Maghreb as Campbell (2013) points out. 

Thus, the situation in the North has degenerated further thereby intensifying 

the already deepened feeling of inequality and deprivation that is commonly associated 

in the region. According to Johnson (2011) of the Washington-based Council on 

Foreign Relations think tank, who notes that ‘despite a per capita income of more than 

$2,700 and an annual GDP growth of 7 per cent, Nigeria has one of the world’s poorest 

populations. An estimated 70 per cent of the population lives on less than a $1.25 a day. 

                                                            
40 According to John Campbell (2013), writing in The Atlantic, 11 March 2013, Ansaru 
predates the French intervention in Mali and the subsequent deployment of a West African 
force organized by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). 
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Economic disparities between the North and the rest of the country are stark. In the 

North, 72 per cent of people live in poverty compared to 27 per cent in the South and 

35 per cent in the Niger Delta’41. It is also believed that the underdevelopment in the 

northern part of the country offers an attractive platform for militant groups to 

consolidate and propagate their agenda against the Nigerian state.  

3.2. THE EMERGENCE OF ISLAMIC MILITANCY IN NORTHERN 
NIGERIA 

 

 Since 1999, more than 14,000 Nigerians in the Middle Belt and the North have 

been killed, hundreds of thousands displaced, and thousands of churches, mosques, and 

other property destroyed as a result of Muslim and Christian communal violence 

(Lynch, 2013). For almost two years, stories about violence in Nigeria have focused 

almost exclusively on Boko Haram’s attacks on churches and Christians, police 

stations and other government buildings, schools and politicians, and Muslim critics.  

The Nigerian government has reacted in most case through the use of force, 

which has yielded very little results and in most cases, has emboldened the extremists 

to intensify their offensive against the government. 

It is pertinent to note, as Merz (2012) argues that state capacity has a great 

potential in explaining the complex patterns of conflict persistence. He goes on to 

opine that this complex relationship since relatively high state capacity often fails to 

                                                            
41 Toni Johnson ‘Boko Haram’ Council on Foreign Relations, 27 December 2011. 



 

43 

quell low-intensity conflicts in remote areas and may in fact be a permissive factor 

under certain conditions. 

3.2.1.  TIMELINE OF INSURGENCY ATTACKS IN NORTHERN 
NIGERIA 

 

  The following section shows a timeline of the activities of Islamic militant 

groups in Nigeria as outlined by Olamilekan (2012):  

26th of July, 2009 - clash with security agencies in Bauchi state after an all–night attack 

on the Dutsen –Taushi police station. 39 members of Boko Haram, 2 policemen and 

one soldier died. 

27th of July, 2009 - attacks in Yobe state during an invention of Potiskum Divisional of 

Police Headquarters, leading to the death of 3 policemen, and one fire service officer. 

28th of July, 2009 - confrontation with security men at Mamudo village, along the 

Potiskum/Damaturu Road, in Yobe state. 33 members of Boko Haram died. 

29th of July, 2009 - An all-night battle with combined security operatives at the railway 

Terminus, Marduguri, Borno state. Scores numbers of the Boko Haram were killed and 

an operational base destroyed. 

8th of September, 2010 - Boko Haram set ablaze Bauchi central prison and freed some 

of their members who were jailed there. 
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28th of January 20011 - Boko Haram killed government candidate of the Borno state of 

the All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP), Alhagi Modu Fannami Gubio, and six others at 

Lawan Bukar Ward, Marduguri. 

2nd of March, 2011 - Boko Haram killed two policemen attached to the residence of 

divisional of police office (DPO) Mustapha Sandamu at Rigaga of Kaduna state. 

30th of March, 2011 – Bomb explosion by Boko Haram in Damaturu injuring a 

policeman. 

2nd of April, 2011  Bomb explosion at Dutsen-Tashi police station injured two 

policemen. 

4th of May, 2011 - Boko Haram shot dead a prison ward at Marduguri prison oon 

Kashim Ibrahim, way Marduguri Borno state. 

5th of May, 2011 - Boko- Haram shot duty officer at the Marduguri government house, 

Umaru Shehu, at his Abuja Takkawa residence of maisaudami ward killing Byers old 

boy and injured another. 

9th of May, 2011 - Boko Haram killed two Islamic clerics, Sheikh Goni Tijani and 

Mallam Alhaji Abur at their residence in Mairi and Bulalum wards of Maiduguri, 

Borno state. 

9th of May, 2011 - Boko Haram killed Bauchi state chairman of the National Union of 

Road Transport workers (nurtw),Ibrahim Ddu Cube, and injured his son, Mohammed. 
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13th of May, 2011 - Two people killed by bomb explosion at the London Chiki 

Marduguri. 

15th of May, 2011 - Boko Haram planted bomb at Lagos Street, Marduguri, which 

injured two soldiers and three policemen. A policeman was also shot dead same days 

earlier in the city. 

29th of May, 2011 – Boko Haram detonated a bomb at Bauchi Military barrack, killing 

14 people. 

31st of May, 2011 - Boko Haram shot dead Shehu of Borno Brother, Alhaji Abbs Anas 

Garba El-kenemi. 

1st of June, 2011 - Five people killed during an attack of Boko Haram on a police 

station in Marduguri, Borno state. 

12th of June, 2011 - Four person shot dead by Boko Haram at drinking joint in Bulum 

Kutu, Marduguri, Borno state. 

16th of June, 2011 - Four children killed in a bomb explosion detonated by the Boko 

Haram sect at Damboa town, Marduguri, Borno state. 

16th of June, 2011 - Boko Haram suicide bombers detonated bombs at the former 

inspector general of police, Mr. Hafa Ringin. The explosion killed two people 

including a police traffic officer, and damaging 77 cars at the force headquarters 

known as Louis Edet House in Abuja, while at least 44 people were injured. 
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8th of April, 2011 - Bomb explosion at the independent election commission office in 

Suleja, Niger state,  killing 11 people and injuring many. 

15th of April, 2011 - Youth riding on a motorcycle, throw a locally made bomb into the 

premises of the council officer of the independent electoral commission, Borno state. 

27th of December, 2011-A bomb explode in Barku Ladi, a town on the outskirts of Jos, 

Plateau state. 

31st of December, 2011- Explosion at the Mogadishu Mammy market in Abuja, 

claiming four lives. 

24th of December, 2011-Three bombs exploded in the central Nigeria City of killing 30 

people. 

17th of September, 2012 –terrorist attack that killed 9 people at Zango, a suburb of 

Bauchi. The terrorist were riding on a tricycle popular known as KEKE NAPEP, while 

the victims were playing cards. Consequently, a reprisal attacks by soldiers on 

suspected Boko Haram members led to the killing of a person alleged to be the 

spokesman of the group and the arrest of two other high-ranking members.   

12th of March, 2012 – An anti-bomb unit of the Nigerian police force find a bag 

suspected to contain an explosive in Tundunwada, Kaduna.   

18th of June, 2012 - In coordinated attacks masterminded by the Boko Haram sect, in 

Damaturu, the Yobe state capital, several bombs erupted, which included the attack on 
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the Divisional police station at the central roundabout, where several patrol vehicles of 

the joint Task Force and churches in the Jerusalem ward were badly affected. 

20th of June, 2012 - A bomber die as explosive go off in transit, it occurred along 

Gombe road near Federal Government Girls College Bauchi, a pistol was found on him, 

the bomber died immediately but identified himself as Abraham Abu Huzaifah. 

29th – 30th of April, 2012 – from Kano to Taraba, the Boko Haram carried out attacks 

on the old campus of Bayero University Kano (BUK) and killed 14 worshippers on a 

Sunday. The attack in Taraba targeted the police commissioner of Taraba state, 

Mamman Sule, and the explosion claimed 11 lives including the police commissioner’s 

aids. 

26th of April, 2012 - Suicide bomber attacked the Abuja office of 'This day 

Newspapers', four people died, while in Kaduna, a building housing 'This day 

newspaper', 'The sun' and 'The moment newspaper' in Kaduna Metropolis, the bomber 

of media house in Kaduna who tried to escape was arrested by public–spirited 

Nigerians who handed him over to the police. 

10th of June, 2012- The Boko Haram sect claimed responsibility for an attack on 

Sunday on two churches  in Jos, Plateau and Bin, Borno state, while a suicide bomber 

struck the Christ chosen church Rukubu Road, Jos Plateau state. At the same time, 

some gunmen attacked the Ekilisiyan Yan’uwa in Nigerian (EYN) Church in Biu, 

Borno state. Five people were killed and 95 injured in both attacks. 
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7thof April, 2011 – An explosion hits a polling booth at Unguwar Doki, Maiduguri, 

Borno state, injuring more than ten people. 

21st of April, 2011 – The detonation of two suspected bombs is averted during a church 

service at the United Methodist Church opposite the Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 

University teaching Hospital. 

25th of April, 2011 – Three bomb blast trip through Tudu palace Hotel and Kano Motor 

Park in Maiduguri, Borno state. 

28th of May, 2011 – 13 people killed and 40 others are injured after a bomb explosion 

occurred at eth mammy market of shandawanka barracks in Bauchi, the Bauchi state 

capital. 

29th of May, 2011 – Eight victims lose their legs after an explosion occurred at Zuba, a 

suburb of Kubuwa in Abuja. 

30th of July, 2012 – suspected Boko Haram terrorist scaled up their attacks on Borno, 

Kaduna and Sokoto state, respectively. Five people including the suicide bomber died 

in the bomb explosion. The terrorist at the Vice President Namadi Sambo private 

resident in Tundun – Wada, Zaria killed one person and injured two policemen. While 

in Maiduguri, the following areas listed as battlefields are Adankolo, Shehuri, Limati 

and Kaleri in Maiduguri metropolis. There was fighting between men of the military 

Joint Task Force (JJF) and some gunmen in Budum adjourning the four affected wards 

(Adankolo, Shehuri, Limanti and Kaleri). 
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27th of June, 2012 – Boko Haram sect attacked five police stations with explosives with 

17 persons killed. Three suspects were arrested in the aftermath of the attacks on the 

police formation. The police station attacks in Kano included the Dala Police Division, 

Jakara Police Barracks, Gwaron Dutse Police Division, Challawa 52 Squardron and on 

a private residence at Panshekara where a shattered body was found. In Damaturu, the 

Yobe state capital, gunmen of the sect attacked a police outpost in Sabon pegi ward 

and killed two civilians, while a women and her child were injured during a gun 

exchange with the Joint Task Force (JJF). Suspected terrorists also struck on Tuesday 

night in Taraba state killing three persons including a policeman in the Wukari Local 

Council. The sect members numbering 30 gunmen also bombed three banks, a police 

station and a branch of a brewery firm (banks attacked were GT Bank, UBA and 

Zenneth Bank) 2nd of April, 2012 – In Kano five persons killed in three incidents in the 

Metropolis, Sheka area, Panshekara area and Zaria road, all in Kano state. Meanwhile, 

suspected Boko Haram members in Maiduguri killed by senior personnel of the state 

security service (SSS), Ibrahim Malgiri, at a barbing salon in Abagabaram area of 

Maiduguri metropolis of Borno state. Also a gun battle between Boko Haram and Joint 

Task Force at the Bayan quarters of vital form company in Maiduguri left two sect 

members dead. 

6th of July, 2011 – The Boko Haram attacked a military patrol van, injuring far soldiers, 

while 15 members of the sect were arrested in Taraba and an explosive discovered in 

Toro local government council of Bauchi state. 
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23rd of January, 2012 – Gun battle between members of Boko Haram and the Joint 

Task Force in Maiduguri, left some members of the sects dead. 

12th of September, 2011 – Boko Haram attacks and kills four policemen in Bauchi, a 

civilian also died. Bomb attacks on a police station in Misau town in Bauchi state and 

an Afribank building opposite the police station. The extremists also raid the armoury 

for weapons. 

5th March, 2012 – Three suspected Boko Haram gunmen are killed in Maiduguri, 

Borno state capital, by a Joint Task Force (JJF) in an exchange of gunfire, after the 

suspected attempted to torch the Lemisula Primary School. 

27th of February, 2012 – suspected Boko Haram sects shot dead a vigilante group 

leader, Muhamadu Wanzam, at his Potiskum residence in Yobe state. They also killed 

two men in the Kaura local council of Kaduna state and wounded a woman. 

22nd of October, 2011- Boko Haram members shot dead Zakari Isa of the Nigerian 

television Authority (NTA) Maiduguri network center, and a reporter at in residence 

Gomari Airport ward. 

26th of February, 2012 – suicide bomber attack on the COCIN church headquarters in 

Jos, Plateau state, leaving eight people dead. 

20th of January, 2012 – Boko Haram suicide bomber attack on the police headquarter 

of the Nigerian police force in Kano and the State Director Office of the secret security 
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service, immigration in Kano were 200 people died and the killing of the Channel 

Television reporter Ogbuchi. 

8th of February, 2012 – suicide bomber attack on the Kaduna Military base. 

11th of March, 2012 – Bomb explosion at Saint Finbarr’s Catholic Church, in Jos, 

Plateau state. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

4.1. DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 
 

The data used for this research work is obtained largely from the National 

Bureau of Statistics and other sources such as the World Bank, the Human 

Development Index, and the African Development Bank. Some other sources were also 

used including reports and journals which support the central arguments of the research 

work. 

The methodology adopted for the research work consists mainly of a qualitative 

analysis of the data to which empirical findings are drawn after a rigorous analysis. 

This work therefore depicts an in-depth analysis of various economic development 

indicators and how they are being affected by the current insecurity impasse in 

northern Nigeria for the specified period under review. 

4.2. OVERVIEW OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA 
 

Despite an annual average GDP growth rate of over 8% for the past decade, 

economic growth has not necessarily translated into improved lives for most 

Nigerians42. The insecurity situation in the North also compounds this situation as it 

makes efforts aimed at bridging the gap between the rich and the poor lack a 

meaningful impact on the lives of those most affected. 

                                                            
42 See the World Bank’s Nigeria Economic Report, May 2013. According to the report, the size 
of the Nigerian economy is 170% times larger than it was at the beginning of the decade. 
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Although, it is worth noting that in 2012 for instance, growth slowed to about 

6.6% especially in the areas of oil, trade and agriculture which were likely a reflection 

of various factors amongst which includes growing insecurity challenges in some parts 

of northern Nigeria, as pointed out by the World Bank. 

The situation in the North continues to deteriorate at an alarming rate. 

Economic development which has been a major challenge for the vast majority of the 

country has witnessed little progress in the northern part of Nigeria since the return of 

civilian rule in 1999. Most of the states that are most affected by insecurity, 

particularly the north-eastern states have had very little to show for the dividends of 

democracy. While there may be many reasons for this, some of which may range from 

poor governance, lack of proper macroeconomic management and implementation of 

development plans, it remains evident that insecurity as a cause of underdevelopment 

continues to truncate the chances of any meaningful economic development in the 

region. 

Until the situation is given full attention, the region remains at risk of plunging 

further into underdevelopment and economic backwardness. It is equally imperative to 

take into account the impact of the insecurity situation in the North and how it is 

affecting economic development of the region and to some extent the overall economic 

development of  Nigeria as a whole. This stresses the important nexus between security 

and economic development. 



 

54 

 

4.3. ANALYSIS OF IMPACT OF INSECURITY ON ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  

 

As Page (2004) puts it, failure to understand and incorporate security concerns into 

development policy may significantly limit the ability of developing countries to 

achieve acceptable rates of growth and poverty reduction. Nigeria continues to face 

numerous economic development challenges. These challenges remain prevalent in the 

northern part of the country due to the on-going security problems in the region. 

Another major concern is that the security forces which are responsible for the 

protection of lives and property appear to be ill-equipped and in most cases caught off 

guard in the fight against insecurity in the country.43 

An analysis of the impact of the situation on economic development can be 

understood by comparing the situation with the rest of the country in terms of certain 

basic economic development indicators. 

 

4.3.1. UNEMPLOYMENT AND INSECURITY 
 

As the graph below shows, taking into account the situation as at 2010, 

unemployment in northern Nigeria has been on the increase since the inception of the 

                                                            
43 On the 16th of June, 2011, Boko Haram attacked the national police headquarters in Abuja, 
killing two people.  
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current insecurity impasse in the country. The situation has become worse as the 

insecurity situation in the North has made the limited available jobs even more 

vulnerable. Nigeria was ranked 153 out of 186 countries in the 2013 United Nations 

Human Development index44. This goes on to establish the difficulty young Nigerians 

face in their quest for employment. The reason is that in such a conflict thorn region 

like the northern Nigeria, investors are becoming increasingly reluctant to invest 

capital which is needed to create job opportunities. 

This situation further aggravates the unemployment in the region. Young 

people are the most vulnerable in this situation as the high unemployment situation 

makes them easy targets for terrorist groups in the region. 

Figure 1: Unemployment rate in Nigeria as at 2010 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

                                                            
44 See UNDP Human Development Index Report, 2013. 
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The graph shows that unemployment in northern Nigeria is almost twice as 

high as it is in the southern part of the country. 

Until the situation is resolved by the government, the threat posed by 

insecurity in the region is likely to continue to have a devastating effect on the 

economic development.   

4.3.2.  POVERTY AND INSECURITY 
 

Recent economic growth in Nigeria, particularly in the agricultural sector, has 

recorded some positive results as the proportion of underweight children has been 

reduced from 35.7% in 1990 to 23.1% in 201045. However, this has not necessarily 

translated into economic growth and development. As at 2010, the total number of 

people living in relative poverty in Nigeria was 60%. While the popular assumption is 

that poverty remains endemic in northern Nigeria, it is symbolic to note that the 

situation is a reflection of high levels of illiteracy and lack of access to basic social 

amenities and infrastructural facilities. For instance, Lagos state, which is located in 

the southern part of the country, has the lowest estimated poverty rate of 22.9% while 

Jigawa state which is located in the North has the highest at 77.5% of the total 

population. This underlines the fact that poverty is concentrated in the northern part of 

Nigeria which is equally compounded by the insecurity situation in that part of the 

country. 

                                                            
45 See Nigeria Millennium Development Goals Report 2010. 
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According to data from the World Bank, average poverty rates for the north-

eastern 46  and the north-western areas are 59.7% and 58%, respectively, while the 

central North has an average rate of 48.8%. By contrast, average rates in the south-west, 

south-east and south-south are 30.6%, 39% and 37.6%, respectively. Of the 18 

Nigerian States which have experienced increases in the estimated poverty headcount 

between 2004 and 2010, over half of them are northern states. 

According to the World Bank’s ‘2013 Economic Report on Nigeria’, the 

national poverty rate (headcount) declined only slightly between 2004 and 2010. 

Poverty continues to be a major stumbling block on the road to economic development 

in the North and most other parts of Nigeria47. This trend makes the prospects for 

economic development increasingly difficult in the region.  

The graph below depicts the situation in northern Nigeria in terms of relative 

poverty as at 2013. This is also reflected in the access to personal computers (PCs) as 

compared to the southern part of the country. 

                                                            
46 The Northeast constitutes a haven for extremist groups such as the Boko Haram Islamic 
terrorist group which inflicts terrorism on the rest of the region and the nation at large. 
47 According to the World Bank Nigeria Economic Report 3013, and official statistics from 
Nigeria’s National Bureau of Statistics, rural poverty in Nigeria within the 2009-2010 period 
was at 52.9% of the total population, with an overall poverty rate of 46.1 % of the population in 
adult equivalence terms within the same period.  
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Figure 2: Relative poverty level and total access to PCs 

  

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

The graph shows that the level of poverty in northern Nigeria is higher than in 

the southern part of the country. The same is the case for access to PCs in the northern 

part of the country compared to the South. 
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It is worth nothing that the insecurity situation continues to make efforts aimed 

at ameliorating the present situation difficult and until significant gains are made in the 

reduction of poverty and increasing access to personal computers, the situation may 

continue to decline even further. 

4.3.3.  LITERACY RATE AND INSECURITY 
 

There is no doubt that every nation that hopes to make significant strides in 

economic development has to be driven by a largely literate population. According to 

data from the National Bureau of Statistics, in 2008 the percentage of youth literacy in 

the Northeast was around 58.7% to 73.5% compared to the Southwest which recorded 

95.8% to 99.2%48. As the graph below shows, the rate of literacy in northern Nigeria 

has been on the decline as evidenced by the number of candidates with a minimum of 

five (5) credits including Mathematics and English language49.Also shown below, the 

number of classrooms in the northern part of Nigeria compared with the rest of the 

country. It is worth mentioning that the destruction of schools and other educational 

infrastructure has been a result of the insecurity situation in the North which has 

exacerbated access to educational services in the region. Since the inception of the 

current insecurity impasse in the country, the situation has become worse as the 

insecurity situation in the North has made the already limited access to quality 

education even more difficult. The reason is that in such a conflict thorn region like in 

                                                            
48 National Bureau of Statistics Social Statistics in Nigeria, 2009. 
49 This reflects the performance of candidates who sit for the Senior School Certificate 
Examination (SSCE) in both the North and the South in Nigeria. 
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northern Nigeria, investors are increasingly becoming reluctant to invest capital and 

other resources in education. 

This situation further aggravates the unemployment in the region thereby 

making job creation even more difficult. Again, the youth are the most vulnerable in 

this situation as the high rate of illiteracy in the region make them easy targets for 

recruiting and more vulnerable of being brainwashed by terrorist groups in the region. 

It is also important to note that due to insecurity in northern Nigeria most 

parents are becoming increasingly reluctant to send their children to school. This 

inevitably impedes their ability to acquire formal education. 

On the 6th of July, 2013, militants said to belong to the Boko Haram group, 

stormed a boarding school in Yobe state in northern Nigeria, opening fire, throwing 

explosives and killing as many as 42 people most of whom were children.50 In June 

2013, six people were killed in two other school attacks. According to Human Rights 

Watch, the militant Islamist group Boko Haram attacked, damaged, and in a few cases, 

destroyed at least a dozen schools in and around Maiduguri, the capital of Borno state 

in northern Nigeria51. Amnesty International has put these figures at around 30, since 

January 2013 according to the organization and has stressed that ‘the Nigerian 

authorities must investigate these attacks and bring those responsible to fair trails 

                                                            
50 Christian Science Monitor, ‘In Nigeria School slaughter, Boko Haram may be raising the 
stakes’ July 10, 2013. 
51 See Human Rights Watch, ‘Nigeria: Boko Haram Targeting Schools’ Match 7, 2013. 
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without recourse to the death penalty’52. Boko Haram has claimed that the attacks on 

the schools in February 2013 were in retaliation for earlier raids by the state security 

forces. 

Undoubtedly, these incidences negatively affect the educational institutions in 

the northern part of the country as well as jeopardizing the quest for achieving literacy 

amongst the high number of illiterates in the northern part of the country53. 

Figure 3: Percentage of candidates with minimum of five (5) credits including 
Mathematics and English 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

                                                            
52 See Amnesty International ‘Nigeria: Authorities must protect schools from deadly attacks’ 9 
July, 2013. 
53 Following the attacks on the school in Yobe state in July, 2013, the Governor of the State, 
Ibrahim Gaidam, issued a statement ‘directing that all secondary schools in the state be closed 
down from Monday 8th July, 2013 until a new academic session begins in September’.  
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Figure 4: Total number of classrooms as of 2009 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

Figure 5: Percentage of total number of classrooms in the North and 
South as at 2010 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 
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As the above pie chart shows, there are more classrooms in the southern part of 

the country compared to the North. This means that while the North remains vulnerable 

to a slow pace in economic development due to less skilled labour, the South can 

benefit more from its more educated population. 

Figure 6: Primary School enrolment for male and female in 2009 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

The graphs above show that in terms of access to education in the area of 

primary school enrolment, for both males and females, the North is performing below 

the southern part of the country. A significant reason for this can also be attributed to 
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the insecurity situation in the North, as most parents are becoming reluctant to send 

their children to school amidst all the violence and conflict in the northern part of the 

country. 

Figure 7: Number of nomadic primary schools by state, 2010 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

Hence, the importance of providing quality education for the increasing 

number of youth in the region cannot be overemphasized.  The northern part of Nigeria 

with its vast potentials and arable land needs to tap into the pool of its youth population 

to stimulate the much needed economic development of the region which has suffered 

significant setbacks since the inception of the current insecurity impasse in the northern 

part of the country. 
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4.3.4. HEALTH CARE AND INSECURITY 
 

The standard of health care is also a major factor for ensuring that economic 

development can be attained in any country. The health situation in the North as 

compared with the South is not very impressive. For instance, the percentage of the 

population having access to an improved water source in the Northeast is around 38% 

to 45%, compared to the Southwest of around 73% to 83%.54 This makes the likelihood 

for attaining economic development increasingly difficult in the region. As long as in 

the North health care quality continues to deteriorate, any gains made in economic 

development risk to be jeopardized. Insecurity in northern Nigeria has further 

aggravated the situation in the region thereby worsening the economic development 

outlook of the region. 

The graph below reflects the situation in northern Nigeria as it compares the 

number of deaths from malaria and infant immunization to the rest of the country since 

the outbreak of the current insecurity impasse in the region.  

The deaths resulting from malaria continues to be a major threat to the 

economic development of the northern part of the country. The situation is worse in 

comparison to the rest of the country. Insecurity in northern Nigeria makes it very 

                                                            
54 NBS Harmonized Nigerian Living Standard Survey (HNLSS), 2009.  
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difficult to gain access to health care services and the situation has deteriorated even 

further since the inception of the on-going insecurity impasse in the country. 

Figure 8: Reported deaths from malaria 2008 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 
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Figure 9: Infant immunization 2007 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

The graphs above show that improvements in health care have been made in 

the southern part of the country, whereas in the northern part of the country, the 

situation has worsened since the insecurity situation has started. 

Hence, guaranteeing economic development in northern Nigeria cannot be 

isolated from improved health care services and improvement in the lives of the people. 

Until the situation is given concrete attention, the region faces the risk of further 

deterioration which could eventually lead to underdevelopment.  

 

4.3.5.  CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE AND INSECURITY  
 

Food and consumption of other basic needs remain a major driving force for 

ensuring economic development. However, the insecurity impasse in northern Nigeria 
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has reduced expenditure on food consumption in the region. The major reasons for this 

is that on one hand, productivity has been reduced and on the other hand, people in the 

region have become poorer and thus do not have sufficient means to maintain high 

rates of food consumption expenditure.  

Referring to the insecurity in the northern part of Nigeria caused by the Boko 

Harm Islamic sect, the Poultry Association of Nigeria (PAN) has reported that the 

situation continues to have a negative effect on their business activities. The 

association argues that people from the North are no longer coming to the South to buy 

eggs and that the prices of both poultry feedstuffs and ingredients have risen. However, 

the rest of the country relies heavily on the North for foodstuff such as groundnut cake, 

soya bean, maize, and wheat which are needed for producing poultry feedstuff and 

have become too expensive as a result of the insecurity situation in the North.55 

On this same issue, the Chad Basin Development Authority (CBDA) deplored 

the sacking of 19,000 wheat and rice farmers in Borno state by the Boko Haram 

Islamic sect, which further negatively affects levels of production and the consumption 

pattern of the region’s inhabitants. The authority also lamented that it cannot go into 

rice production this year because of the Boko Haram insurgency which has prevented 

farmers from preparing their farm lands56. 

                                                            
55 See The Nigerian Tribune ‘Insecurity in the North Affecting Sales of eggs, poultry products’ 
July 3rd, 2012. 
56 See Vanguard ‘Boko Haram sacks 19,000 wheat, rice farmers in Borno’ June 14, 2013. 
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The president of the Ibadan Foodstuff Sellers Association (Bodija Ibadan) in 

Oyo state, Musiliu Olalekan, has recently called on members of the association within 

Ibadan and other south-western states to stop travelling to Maiduguri, the capital of 

Borno state to purchase beans. This was a reaction to media reports about the increased 

killing of traders from the Southwest by the Boko Haram Islamic sect in the North57. 

The graph below depicts the situation with regards to food consumption in 

northern Nigeria as compared with the situation in the rest of Nigeria. The situation 

also makes it increasingly difficult to sustain the progress in economic development as 

it increases the risks of hunger and malnourishment in the region. 

 

Figure 10: Food consumption expenditure in 2000 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

                                                            
57 See The Nigerian Tribune ‘Foodstuff sellers’ association boss canvasses total boycott of 
Maiduguri’ July 9, 2013. 
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Figure 11: Percentage of food consumption in the North and South in 2010 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

Figure 12: Non- food consumption expenditure in 2010 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 
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Figure 13: Percentage of non-food consumption in the North and South 2010 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

Figure 14: Total consumption expenditure in 2010 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 
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4.3.6.  ENTERPRISES AND INSECURITY 
 

Entrepreneurship is crucial for economic development, while successful 

enterprises require a largely literate population. Otto and Ukpere (2012) argue that 

insecurity increases the unit cost of doing business in Nigeria. Apart from the fall in 

output and the increase in unit cost of production, many firms were forced to relocate 

as a result of insecurity. Also, the importance of setting up SMEs 58  cannot be 

overemphasized as a stimulant for economic development in the region. As the graphs 

and chart below show, the rate of enterprises in northern Nigeria has been increasing 

since the inception of insecurity in the North. However, it is worth mentioning that if 

this promising trend is to be sustained, the insecurity situation in the North has to be 

improved. In regions where there is a high level of insecurity, fostering 

entrepreneurship is difficult to ensure. 

According to the ‘Kaduna Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and 

Agriculture’ (KADCCIMA), the state of insecurity in the North is destroying 

businesses. This argument is supported by the fact that ‘these challenges have 

obviously impacted negatively on our socio-economic activities and political life’.59  

                                                            
58 This refers to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) which are vital in creating jobs and 
boosting economic development, especially in rural areas. 
59 See The Punch ‘Insecurity Killing businesses in northern Nigeria –KADCCIMA’ February 
15, 2013. 
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Hence, ensuring that the situation improves should be a major priority for the regional 

governments in the North. 

Figure 15: Percentage of SMEs with 10-49 employees in the North and the South 
as of 2010 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

Figure 16: Percentage of SMEs with 50-100 employees in the North and South 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 
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Figure 17: Percentage of enterprises in the North and South in 2010 

 

 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics Household Survey, 2009. 

 

On the 20th of February, 2012, Boko Haram set off a bomb in a market in 

Maiduguri, Borno state, killing 30 people including women and children. Also in an 

earlier attack by the Boko Haram in Baga market, Maiduguri, Borno state, which 

occurred in October 2011, a butcher and his assistant as well as three other people were 

killed. It is also worth mentioning that banks as well as other financial institutions are 

crucial for the smooth operation of SMEs. This is largely because financial institutions 

offer credit facilities as well as loans for entrepreneurs.   

However, the activities of insurgents in the northern part of the country such as 

Boko Haram continue to truncate the operational capabilities of businesses thereby 
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derailing the prospects for the further development of SMEs in the region.60 Due to the 

state of emergency that has been imposed on some states in northern Nigeria, the 

military has banned the use of telephone services for the purpose of giving it an upper 

hand in the fight against extremists in the region61. Rather than achieving the desired 

effect, this has considerably affected the ability to conduct business activities in the 

region and as a result, has further negatively impacted economic development in the 

region. 

This inevitably also affects the prospects of SMEs businesses as the 

environment becomes increasing dangerous. The impact of this both in the short term 

and the long term is that potential entrepreneurs become less motivated to launch new 

initiatives or business ventures primarily because they are not guaranteed the safety of 

their lives as well as their businesses. Until this situation is reversed, promoting SMEs 

in the northern part of the country becomes almost an impossible task in the wake of 

the insecurity situation in the region. 

4.4.  RESEARCH FINDINGS 
 

Nigeria has come a long way in its quest for nation building. The journey has 

been one that saw the country at some point in a civil war and also through multiple 

military coups too. As a result of this, some have predicted the eventual collapse of the 

                                                            
60 In an attack on two police stations and two banks on the 25th of August, 2011 in Gombi, 
Adamawa State at least 16 people, including 7 policemen lost their lives.  
61 P.M News ‘Boko Haram: Nigerian army urged to review telecom ban’ July 6, 2013. 
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political system which has undoubtedly undergone severe strains and stress over the 

years. 

 Today, the insecurity confronting the northern part of the country has been a 

major thorn in the flesh of Nigeria’s nascent democracy. As Nigeria struggles with this 

threat which has claimed the lives of hundreds of people and led to the destruction of 

so many properties, the importance of finding a lasting solution cannot be 

overemphasised. While the government has deployed several tactics to resolve the 

impasse, these strategies have resulted in little progress on the issue so far. Another 

very important point that is worth noting is also the fact that the insecurity in the 

northern part of Nigeria can no longer be regarded as a ‘Northern problem’: it is a 

serious challenge that threatens the very existence of the entire Nigerian state. 

The insecurity impasse in northern Nigeria has its roots in internal factors such 

as political grievances and religious fundamentalism, but is further fuelled by high 

levels of poverty, deprivation, and years of underdevelopment which have become 

worse over the years. The conflict now takes on an international dimension with some 

of the Islamic insurgency groups establishing links with international terrorist 

organizations, such as the Al-Qaeda62. The present research shows why the North has 

remained a haven for extremists. In addition to this, the most direct impact of this 

challenge in the northern region constitutes its negative effects on the much needed 

                                                            
62 The attack on the UN House in Abuja in August YEAR by the Boko Haram Islamic sect 
connoted an attack not just on Nigerian soil, but an attack on a symbol that represents the 
international community, thereby making it an issue of concern not only for the Nigerian 
government but the entire world. 
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economic development of the North. Over the years, the North has performed 

relatively worse than the rest of the country in terms of economic development. The 

lack of progress has been linked to years of colonial neglect and marginalization by 

successive regimes. 

Unfortunately, the insecurity in northern Nigeria continues to have a negative 

effect on the economic development of the region and by making it increasingly 

difficult to consolidate on the little gains in economic development so far made, thus, 

risking the prospects of further progress in this area.  

 However, there is a need to as a matter of urgency reverse the trend in the 

interest of securing improvements in the lives of the people of the North and by 

extension Nigeria as a whole. As Nigeria seeks to boost capital inflows and attract 

more foreign direct investment, resolving the insecurity impasse in northern Nigeria 

would be very crucial for realizing these goals. This research shows that the reason 

why previous attempts by the government to solve the insecurity impasse have failed is 

because the strategies that were adopted where mostly based on the use of military 

force and generally lacked a multifaceted approach. A multifaceted approach is one 

that takes into account the plight of the people of northern Nigeria by catering for their 

socio-economic needs, while seeking to bridge the gap that has resulted from political 

marginalization for years.  

 In summary, the insecurity and violent struggle in northern Nigeria basically 

originate from historical and cultural roots. This is further aggravated by political 
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repression, in a political system which has privileged southern Christians as well as ill-

managed economic development funds that have resulted in economic isolation. Thus, 

this situation resulted in a matrix that sees insecurity essentially aggravating economic 

underdevelopment in northern Nigeria. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5.1. CONCLUSION AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1.1.  CONCLUSION 
 

An in-depth study of the situation in northern Nigeria shows that the problems 

that confront this region can be attributed to internal factors and historical roots rather 

than external factors that may include state-sponsored terrorism. It is necessary to look 

into alternative approaches in order to resolve the current situation in the interest of the 

entire Nigerian state. Until the government is able to implement people-centred 

policies that touch on the lives of the people directly, the situation in the North is likely 

to persist. As the research has shown, military force alone will not resolve the situation 

in northern Nigeria. A more pragmatic approach would be to pursue a rigorous 

economic development policy aimed at improving the lives of the people in the North 

while at the same time affording the North’s economy the opportunity to catch up with 

the rest of the country’s economy.     

Despite the fact that Nigeria is a multicultural society with over 170 million 

people, the prospects of lasting peace could be realized in northern Nigeria. Insecurity 

in northern Nigeria threatens the unity of the entire nation and has the possibility of 

plunging the country back into military rule if the situation is not quickly addressed. 

The importance of finding a solution to the problem is therefore not only crucial but 

more a matter of life and death to the Nigerian state. 
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5.1.2.  POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS      
    

Following the nature of the research findings during the course of the research 

work, the implementation of following policy recommendations would possibly help to 

reverse the current situation in northern Nigeria for the overall benefit of the region and 

the nation as a whole:  

1. The government should embark on a rigorous policy to improve human capital 

development in northern Nigeria by paying more attention to the specific needs 

of the region and responding in accordance to these needs. 

2. The government should ensure that the state’s coercive apparatus which is 

constitutionally responsible for the protection of lives and property is equipped  

with sufficient skills and training that is needed to carry out its responsibility in 

ensuring law and order in the North and the rest of the country. It should also 

be ensured that the security forces deployed to the North are composed of 

northern Muslims rather than a predominantly southern security force. 

3. The government should also ensure transparency, accountability and the rule 

of law in governance, while it seeks to root out corruption, as well as speed up 

trials of those who may be responsible for sponsoring the insurgency in the 

northern part of the country. 

4. In seeking a solution to the insecurity impasse in northern Nigeria, the 

government should pursue a multifaceted approach that emphasises improving 

the economic development in the North while at the same time ensuring that 
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the use of force is strictly controlled to avoid the misgivings associated with 

extrajudicial killings by security forces. 

5. In ensuring that politicians do not use youths as tools for rigging and inflicting 

havoc on the population for their selfish interests, the government should 

introduce stiff penalties such as life sentences for those who are caught. 
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