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O'Riordon(1981a, 1981b)<> '37F<](environmentalism)'& "3k
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oA E F3 9tk (pepper, 1984).
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Alet A7 7= (Appropriate Technology)'& F73tal F&AF
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AT FL5 AR ARG FAATE A FuT oA Fe] TAs
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Abstract

Analysis of the View of Environment in
Place-Based Energy Self-Sufficient
Village

Kim, Gil Ryong
Interdisciplinary Program in Environmental Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

"If people ignore no small things and do their best at them, they will become
sincere. If their sincerity oozes out, the world around them will become bright.
They will be able to move others, change the world, and thus promote growth
and development. Only those who are as sincere as they can be in the world
will change the world as well as themselves." (Doctrine of the Mean, Chapter
23) Keeping those words in the heart and mind, taking a further step with
environmental issues, and taking another powerful step to the solution of global
environmental issues through his own little practice and perception change, the

investigator set "energy self-sufficient villages" as the topic of this study.
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The goal was to analyze the environmental views of five energy self-sufficient
villages, which contemplate over and practice energy self-sufficiency at the
individual, community (village), religious group, local government, and central
government level to solve the current environmental issues in life.

Based on the analysis results, the investigator devised a space story for energy
self-sufficiency sought after by the subjects of energy self-sufficient villages with
the philosophical thinking and effort of environment inherent in them, then
reorganizing a space text.

Environmental views were categorized into anthropocentricism (principle of
environmental management) and ecocentrism (ecological rationalism and ecological
romanticism) to analyze the semantic constructs of energy self-sufficient villages.
The text analysis and evaluation criteria were systematically classified according
to the natural and human environment, solution of environmental issues,
participants in decision-making, and rhetoric characters to analyze environmental
views.

The analysis results of environmental views of place-based energy
self-sufficient villages examined in the study show that they had an
environmental view of ecocentrism.

First, the energy self-sufficient villages had an undertone of monistic world
view. They regarded nature or man as part of ecosystem and believed that nature
was not a mere material or tool to satisfy human needs, had its internal values
of being with man, and further was a living thing with its unique meanings.

Second, the energy self-sufficient villages also had an undertone of cyclic
organism ideology about nature and man. In those villages, everything was
mutually dependent each other. Man and the natural world were in a structure of
"mutually dependent creation" or '"ecological chain." That is, the villagers
recognized the ecological limitations, believed man and nature were equal, took

interest in social, political, and economical structural changes, controlled their
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consumption life by taking advantage of ecologically desirable scientific
technologies, and found a Utopia in agriculture-based community society or small
community.

Third, those villages also had an undertone of environmental control
principle-based environmental view to use environment-friendly science and
technology and resources. It was found that man was able to solve problems
rationally and develop themselves through artificial intentions rather than an
adaptive and passive attitude toward the natural world.

Fourth, the villages put an emphasis on the democratic procedures as villages
(communities) in the aspects of environmental issue solution and decision-makers.
They highlighted the resolution of environmental issues and the participation of
residents through a shift of perception based on ecological education,
communication and interactions between people, and changes to the village
structure at the social level. At the individual level, they pursued a "shift of
perception”" in their values and behavioral styles through enlightenment and
searched for changes to their lifestyles through a religious realization of natural
values.

Based on those findings, the study made the following proposals for
placed-based energy self-sufficient villages:

First, there were different environment-friendly attributes or environmental
views according to places in place-based energy self-sufficient villages in some
cases. Only certain aspects of them were emphasized in other cases. It is thus
necessary to be careful about their utilization as a medium of environmental
education. It is also needed to offer the students an opportunity to think fully
and discuss and help them form their own place identity through introspection
and learn desirable environmental views instead of accepting them unconsciously.

Secondly, the students need to conduct a preliminary study before a field trip

to a place-based energy self-sufficient village, examining the environmental
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attributes and views and figuring out how environmental issues have been
resolved. A set of field trip process materials will help them understand the
overall characteristics of place-based energy self-sufficient villages as the venue
of experiences on a field trip.

Finally, the teachers should make efforts and provide their students with the
information about the advantages and disadvantages and sustainability of current
energy villages so that those villages can be places where the students can
experience the importance of renewable energy, a shift of environmental
awareness, efforts and devotion of the older generation, and oneness of nature

and man.
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