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Abstract
Understanding of
Experiential Education in Farms
from a viewpoint of

Environmental Education

Sae Rom, Ahn
Interdisciplinary Program in Environmental Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The farm and agriculture have established themselves as a main
space and content of the school field trip. Many educational
institutions including the infant education institutions and the
elementary/middle/high schools visit the farmland to operate the
experiential education. The experience in the farm is educationally
meaningful that students can not only contact the nature but also
experience the way living with the nature.

‘The pedagogical farm’ is one of the place for the experiental
educaition sponsored by rural development administration focusing on
the educational value of the agriculture. Although the pedagogical

farm attempted a close connection with the school curriculum that
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would be differentiating from focusing on the temporary experience
and the sightseeing, it still cannot achieve the original educational
intention: many of them became transient and uniform.

Especially, it would be operated in the invalid way from a
viewpoint of environment education. The experience focusing on
harvesting products would only help people to experience the nature
considered as a consumption object or being for human satisfaction.
The distorted view on nature 1s reinforced rather through the
experience in farm.

The experience in farm can be an important way of the
environment education that enables people to experience the life with
the nature and cultivate an attitude of respecting and caring the life.
Therefore, the experience in farm should not be understood narrowly
as a means for the tourism in farm village. The main agents of
education should execute the education based on the enough reflection
on the purpose and content of the experiential education in farm.

This study was intended to understand the current experiential
education in fram and interpret what it means in terms of the
environmental education. Both farms were compared and analyzed
through the qualitative case study. The following conclusion was
drawn from the meaning of the experiential education given by the
main agents and the context of the education field.

First, the experiential education paid attention to: the nature,
agriculture, and 1st products were becoming further slowly in the
urban citizens’ life in the modern society and that the farm was valid
place for overcoming the psychological problems children go through
in urban. In farm, we can experience the way to beieng that is to
obtain the products from the nature. Also it can show us agricultural

ecosystem. Knowing them are the ontological matter of the human.
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The experiential education has the significance also environmental
educationally. by intending the continuous concern for the nature and
life, recognition of its beautifulness and preciousness, and relation
among the nature, agriculture, and product while showing the
agricultural ecosystem.

Second, the structure of the education can be divided into two
standards: the education chance and the array of the educational
experience. It 1s possible to think of the structure that the have
chance continues for a year(continuity) or the structure that it is
given only one time(temporary). It is possible to design a structure
that the education experience 1s organized to have the sequence
depending on the 1l-year cycle process of crops(sequence) or the
structure that it is organized not to do so(dispersibility). From the
environmental education perspective, the continuity of the education is
an 1mportant element for the environmental attitude and the
habituation of the behavior; the continuous education needs to be
pursued for the experiential education in farm to be environmental
educationally meaningful. If the education experiences are organized
without the sequence in spite of the continuity, especially if the crop
harvesting 1s repeated while only pursuing the fun, the viewpoint of
seeing the farm village and the agriculture as a target of the tourism
and consumption in a narrow—minded way will be strengthened.

Aiming for the structure with the continuity and sequence in the
experiential education in farm is to accomplish the original goal and
content the education should pursue, and it is a plan to develop into
the environment-educationally meaningful education. The change of
the education program in farm will not be a fundamental solution.
The education institution should ask the farm for the program with

sequence, and do the effort to constantly visit the farm realizing it
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should be entailed. In addition, commission-type, satisfaction-oriented
experientail education only focusing on what students try, not on
what they would get educationally need to be changed.

This study shows the relationship between the environmental
education and the experiential education in farm, and considered a
plan for the education to have meaningful sturcture from a viewping
of environmental education. It suggested the enough agreement was
necessary between educational agents about what 1s purpose of the

education and how it can be achived.
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