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Abstract
Study on the Change in the
Representation of Father Involvement
in Home Economics Textbook

Kim, Youn Jung
Dept. of Home Economics Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study intends to provide the basic data for the establishment of a
standard for father involvement in terms of gender equality by understanding
how the role of father represented in the home economics textbook changed in
relation to the development of gender-equal society. For this, the father
involvement represented in the text, pictures, and illustrations in the home
economics textbook were reviewed. In the course of review, the trend of
change in father involvement relating to the change in the society was
examined in connection with the social changes inside and outside the country.
This will provide the direction for father involvement in terms of gender
equality suitable for the future society that the home economics shall deal
with. Also, this will provide the basic guideline for the standard and
educational contents for parental education in terms of gender equality for the
revision of middle school home economics curriculum.

For this, a total of 34 high school home economics textbooks written
based on the First to Seventh National Educational Curriculum as well as
2007 National Educational Curriculum were collected, and the content
analysis and quantitative analysis were performed on the text, supplementary
materials, photos, and illustrations of the textbooks.

The following are the results of analyzing home economics textbook.

First, the home economics textbook based on the First ~ Third
National Educational Curriculum (1954~1981) suggested the division of labor
based on traditional gender roles such as the father in charge of financial
affairs as the breadwinner and the mother in charge of family affairs including
household chores and child upbringing. The photos and illustrations during
this period represented the father as a member of the family without further
mentioning a particular role.
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Second, the home economics textbook based on the Fourth ~ Fifth
National Educational Curriculum (1981~1992) maintained the traditional
image of the father while the interest in and the reconsideration about father
involvement emerged, and it also suggested gender equality and contents that
demanded the change in the gender role oriented division of labor. The photos
and illustrations during this period showed the father sharing the household
chores for the first time.

Third, the home economics textbook based on the Sixth National
Educational Curriculum (1992~1997) presented the father as the person
equally responsible for child upbringing as the mother. However, it still
implied the gender-based division of labor concerning household chores that
there was a discrepancy between the gender-equal viewpoint promoted in the
textbook and the description of the gender equality. The photos and
illustrations during this period showed active role of the father in childcare
and the sharing of household chores.

Fourth, the home economics textbook based on the Seventh National
Educational Curriculum ~ 2007 Revised National Educational Curriculum
(1998~2012) emphasized the father involvement in child upbringing in
particular. The textbook during this period showed roles of both parents
crossing genders and suggested various contents related with gender equality
with the aim to promote gender-equal society even further such as the father
doing the housework and changing the work-oriented mind. The majority of
photos and illustrations related with father involvement in the textbooks
during this period showed the father fulfilling the role of child upbringing and
continuously increasing role of the father in the family such as the division of
domestic chores, happy family, and role in the local community.

The following are the suggestions made based on the result of this
study.

First, the result of analysis showed that the contents about gender
equality or the description about father involvement in terms of gender
equality has continuously increased in the home economics textbook.
However, there were still some problems such as the mixture of gender role
based division of labor in father involvement and temporary measure to cope
with the demand of the society. The absence of consistent father involvement
in the textbook can hardly expect students to become parents with gender-
equal viewpoint. To improve this, it is necessary to develop a standard for
teaching the roles of parents in terms of gender equality reflecting the
characteristics of home economics curriculum and this must be clearly
suggested in the curriculum. This requires a public sphere for home
economics education experts and family life education experts.

parental education in terms of gender equality in the guideline for the
3 oy I:
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authorization of textbook and teacher’s guide in order to fully reflect the
viewpoint of curriculum including a clear standard for parental education in
terms of gender equality in line with the characteristics of home economics
specified by the National Educational Curriculum in the textbook as well as
the guidelines for teachers. Also, such guidelines shall be strictly applied to
the textbook screening process.

Third, a clear standard for parental education in terms of gender
equality and the textbook reflecting the standard can be ineffective when the
teacher does not effectively incorporate them in the class. In other words,
effective parental education in terms of gender equality requires customized
education which includes not only the contents of parental education but also
the contents of teaching and learning strategies in the new paradigm such as
home economics education philosophy and practical reasoning. Also, it
requires teaching and learning materials to enhance the capacity to practice
such contents and the exchange between teachers concerning the effective use
of the contents.

Keyword: Gender-equal society, Father involvement, Home economics
textbook, Home economics curriculum
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