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Abstract
A study on Republicanism of Cicero

Lee, Jiyoung
Department of National Ethics Education
Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this paper is to interpret republicanism as a powerful
alternative of liberalism. Liberalism defines liberty just as non-interference. It
presuppose that one’s individual right to choose one’s action is prior to common
good of community. However, this kind of individualism is to be the Achilles Hell
of liberalism. As radical intellectuals criticized, liberty as non-interference is only
a privilege of the established persons who are capable of doing their own
choices. Community can interfere individuals with legitimacy of pursuing general
welfare of community. In this point, republicanism provides us whit new
conception of liberty as non-domination which means the absence of arbitrary
power. Acoording to republicanism, liberal view of liberty implies that even a
slave is free as long as his benevolent mast has no plan to interfere him.
Republicans insist that liberty is fulfilled only when there is no possiblity of
arbitrary domination which prevents us from possessiong the status of free men.
There follows a categorical demand that we always have to be vigilant not to be
ruled by superiors and to exercise our civic duties for common good. Thus
republicanism deserves to be an effective therapy of the pathological problem of
social polarization of late incurred by liberal hegemony.

This study focus on Cicero. With Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero contributed to
the developments of the ancient political philosophy. His comtribution did not
receive full attention from the scholars. His originality was disregarded due to
the fact that he wrote his own dialogues, Republic and Laws, in imitation of
Plato. But we must pay attention to his comtribution to ancient politial philosophy

that the expanded the horizon of ancient political phiosophy by providing a new
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interpretation to such essentioal concepts as property, liberty, mixed constitution,
natural law and justice from a perspective of a Roman Plato, and to his
originality that some of his newly interpreted concepts formed the basis from
modern political philosophy. Cicero’s political philosophy which is grounded on
concord and justice reflects well his perspective on these ideas. By understanding
Cicero’s ideas of concord and justice, we can build a new policital philosophy
which would correspond to our own idea of concord and justice.

The conculsion of the present study is that, in democratic education, the
Cicero’s citizenship model that can overcome the crisis of modern democracy is
no deliberative democratic citizenship but pluralistic citizenship. It is necessary to
approach democratic education from the premise that in citizenship theory of

Cicero.

Keywords:  Repubicanism,  Cicero, Classical ~ Republicanism, = NeoRoman
Republicanism, Civic Republicanism, Republic, On duty

Student Number : 2007-21644
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