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Abstract

The composition and petition
movement of Daegu Chamber of
Commerce during Japanese

Colonization of Korea

Kim, Hee Jin

History Education Major,

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Upon opening the port, Japanese merchants and industrialists who
moved to Daegu has pillaged traditionally Koreans’ business district and
placed themselves at the top of regional economy under the protection
of the Japanese colonial government and with a considerable capital
strength. During this process, both Japanese and Korean merchants
established chambers of commerce to protect their national and
economic Interest. Such separate chamber of commerce was integrated
into Japanese chamber of commerce in 1915 when the Japanese colonial
government promulgated "Law of Joseon Chamber of Commerce

Dissolution;.
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The integrated Daegu Chamber of Commerce was discriminatory both
in terms of its members and operation. The membership was only
given to those who pay a certain amount of municipal sales tax, which
prevented many Korean small business owners from joining. Also, the
board of trustees composed of 20 people, which decide the direction and
opening/closing of regulation only included 4-5 Koreans; thus, the
interest of Koreans and Korean business owners were excluded. A few
Korean business owners were quite active, however, they prioritized the
interest of their own industry than national interest. Daegu Chamber of
Commerce had many roles, and this research focuses on the one as a
pressure organization that represents the local community. The regional
Chamber of Commerce represented the local community and conducted
petition movements to pressure municipal governments and the Japanese
colonial government to implement certain policies. Notable examples
include The Regional Railroad Construction Movement such as
Gyeongdong Line and Guan Line, and The Electric service
municipalization movement.

Daegu is geographically close to Busan which has an open port, and
this condition enabled Daegu’s rapid development upon opening a port.
However, as time went by, it was encroached by business district of
Busan and the commercial reception and distribution strength that
Daegu traditionally had as the inland center point was being taken
away by nearby cities with railway stations. Under such social and
economic background, Daegu Chamber of Commerce took on the
Regional Railroad Construction Movement from the late 1910s to 1930s.
By connecting two East Coast ports, Pohang and Ulsan, with Daegu
using private railway, Daegu could secure its own outport, and this

could keep Busan's merchants in check who were expanding their

_67_



district to North Gyeongsang Province. Not only that, in order to
expand its business district to the northern part of North Gyeongsang
Province, Daegu continually petitioned the Japanese colonial government
to construct Guan Line (Daegu-Andong), and pressurized the
government by allying with other areas as well as stirring up the

public opinion.

Such issues of regional development and growth proved very effective
to convince and winning not only the Korean merchants, but also all
local residents. The members of chamber of commerce, both Koreans
and Japanese, actively participated in the Regional Railroad Construction
Movement, and petition movement to build many railway lines that
center around Daegu continued based on the success of Gyeongdong

Line (Daegu-Pohang).

Within Daegu Chamber of Commerce, there existed a faction named
Electricity faction of which center was Daeheung Electricity Corporation
and its members connected through mutual investment and interlocking
directors. On the opposite side, there was Non-electricity faction
composed of people in grain distribution and rice cleaning business.
These two factions were in serious competition and conflict over
dominance of local economy. The two factions were composed in a
non-discriminatory manner of which members included both Japanese
and Koreans as long as they belong to the same industry, and the two
factions competed in the biannual election participated by members of
chamber of commerce over 20 seats in the board of trustees and
executives. Due to this, during the board of trustee election of chamber

of commerce in 1929, quite unusual situation unfolded in which about
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30 Koreans who belong to the Electricity Faction voted for Japanese in
the same faction. The members of Non-electricity faction, especially,
banded together regardless of nationality for issues such as reduction of
electricity rates and electric service municipalization, which increased
the controversy and pressured the Electricity faction. Such phenomenon
is a representation in which the multi-layered interests of members of
chamber of commerce exposed itself through pending issues of local
community.

As discussed so far, the trend of chamber of commerce was influencing
the Japanese colonial government and local community, and vice versa.
It was the pivot of active petition movement to construct railways to
support local development and growth, and to do so, they worked
together regardless of nationality and industries to pressurize the
Japanese colonial government. Also, when public opinion surged
regarding electric service municipalization, they showed division and
conflicts due to the clash of interests between industries. As such, the
chamber of commerce, which showed solidarity at times and conflict at
other times based on the nature of issues, reflects the complex and

multi-layered local community at the time.

Keywords: Daegu, Daegu Chamber of Commerce, regional Chamber of
Commerce, petition movement, Regional Railroad Construction

Movement, electric service municipalization

Student Number: 2011-21543
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