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Abstract

Possibility of Reflective
Understanding of History
through Testimony Listening

LEE, SOEUN
History Education Major,
Department of Social Education

Seoul National University

In explaining modern history, testimony can be considered as one of
the most influential materials for understanding history to the historical
academia and the public. The testimonies which brought the memories
of the past to the present moment have been greatly effective in
delivering the tragic history of late 20" century. It is necessary to
contemplate how to read testimony and utilize it educationally when
academic and public interest in testimony is becoming bigger.

This study noted the characteristics of testimony as a channel which
affects students when they construct historical images. Accordingly, I
explored how testimony ’listening’ should be conducted and how
students understand history through testimony listening. In order to
accomplish my goal, I examined the methods to approach testimony
until now. Then, I analyzed three factors which constitute testimony,
and reviewed how these three factors make the meaning of testimony.

Finally, I suggested the methods of testimony listening based on my
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study.

There have been two contrasting positions on testimony;, one arguing
that testimony is not reliable since it cannot guarantee truth, and the
other granting strong truth effect on the content of testimony. However,
these two approaches are fundamentally similar in that they both focus
on testimony as a tool for truth investigation into the past incidents
only. This approach may be useful for learning about the past through
testimony, but it is problematic in that it may exclude the witness and
fails to examine how the testimony acquired its particular meaning.

Testimony does not depict the memory of the past as it is.
Testimony 1s constituted from the relationship among three factors;
soclety, witness, and listener. The meaning of testimony 1s completed
with the intention of witness and the participation of listener under the
influence of society. Therefore, one should be able to examine under
which conditions testimony is produced and spread, what the witness is
trying to accomplish through testifying, and how the listener is
participating in this process when one examines testimony rather than
focusing on the content of testimony.

Considering the material characteristic of testimony, the focus of
study should be shifted from how much the testimony corresponds to
the past to what the witness aims to accomplish with one’s testimony
and how we can come up with an answer to it as listeners. Therefore,
I suggested listening from two perspectives;, ’text criticism’ and
'listener reflection’.

Using text criticism, I examined under which social contexts
testimony is formed and reach listeners. Through this process, I was
able to figure out the meaning or significance of testimony in society
and under which contexts listeners consume testimony. Listening to

testimony from the perspective of listener reflection is a process which
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confirms the conversational relationship between listener and witness
and the meaning of testifying and listening to each other.

Demonstration of testimony listening provided some significant
implications. First, testimony materials can be useful in handling the
tragic past and finding new meanings from it. Activity of testimony
listening was able to suggest considerable possibility for connecting the
past with the reality and the person learning the history rather than
accepting it as past only. Second, testimony listening from the
perspective of listener reflection suggested that the activity of testimony
listening can be more than acquiring knowledge about the past and has
the possibility to help listeners to reflect on their positionality and to
enable reflective understanding of acquiring new meaning over the
existing historical images.

History education should not stop at delivering knowledge about the
past. Instead, it should encourage students to produce the meaning of
testimony and to fulfill their roles of distributing the stories about
history in society. Testimony listening is not a unilateral consumer of
historical knowledge. Rather, it can further emphasize the position of
listener as the producer of meaning of past incidents. Through this
process, I believe learning of the past can lead to the pursuit of present

and future rather than confined in the past.

keywords : Testimony, Reflective Understanding, Positionality,
Contemporary History Education, Text Criticism,
Listener Reflection

Student Number : 2014-20917
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