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Abstract

The Effects of Internet News Reading
Instruction Applying Hypocrisy Induction
in the Social Studies on Gender Bias

Miri, Song

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Major Advisor : Mi-Na, Lee, Ph. D.

In contemporary society, the use of interactive media is very actively
done along with the development of knowledge and information
technology. Those interactive media, however, are particularly charac-
terized by anonymity, and for this characteristic, a group’ s perspective
is more distinctly shown rather than each individual’ s perspective. As a
result of this, fixed ideas are formed about a certain group, and if such
prejudice is more deepened, it may lead to conflict among groups. In this
problematic situation, we expect that schools functioning as institutions for
socialization will provide some clues for solution in educational aspects.

With this expectation, this study was going to find out educational
methods to change students’ problematic behavior shown in the environ-

ment of interactive media desirably. However, cognitive and emotional at-
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titudes which are the basis of behavioral change cannot be easily
changed since they have been established for a long period. Besides,
even if some changes are shown in cognitive - emotional attitudes, it does
not guarantee behavioral changes. It means that only with educational
persuasion given from outside, it is hard to change an individual’ s
attitude. But if an educational trial is done and it leads to the process of
self-persuasion inside an individual, attitudinal changes may arise.
Accordingly, this study was designed a instruction applying ‘hypocrisy in-
duction’ strategies that are being usefully employed in psychology to in-
duce behavioral change through self-persuasion and verified its effects.

In the process of constructing contents for the instruction, this study
dealt with the matter of gender bias that is being most seriously shown
in interactive media among many other issues. Also, among a variety of
media the issue of gender bias is shown in, internet news was used as
instruction materials. Unlike paper-based newspaper, internet news is
characterized by more interactivity. Because of that, not only facts about
a particular phenomenon but many people’ s opinions are revealed in in-
ternet news, so it tends to contain a lot of prejudicial contents.
Newspaper has been positively used as instruction materials in the social
studies instruction to deal with social issues; however, it has hardly dealt
with internet news considering new media environment. In considering of
that, this study was going to design a instruction that can reduce gender
bias and improve behavior for gender equality in gender-biased media
environment and verified its effects. To attain the goal, this study for-
mulated hypotheses as below:

m Study hypothesis 1. Internet news reading instruction applying hypocrisy
induction in social studies will reduce support for hostile sexism.
m Study hypothesis 2. Internet news reading instruction applying hypocrisy

induction in social studies will reduce support for benevolent sexism.
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m Study hypothesis 3. Internet news reading instruction applying hypocrisy
induction in social studies will improve behavioral intention for gender

equality.

To verify the hypotheses above, this study provided internet news
reading instruction applying hypocrisy induction in social studies to first
graders attending five middle schools located in capital area and con-
ducted pre-survey and post-survey. Among the questionnaire sheets col-
lected, this study used 369 respondents’ for final analysis.

According to the analysis results, the treated group and control group
both showed significant reduction in gender bias; however, the result of
multiple regression analysis showed that the instruction treated with hy-
pocrisy did not indicate any more significant difference than the in-
struction not treated with it. Through that, the above hypotheses are all
rejected.

The results can be explained in two ways. First, it may be because of
priming effect. Although the control group was not induced to hypocrisy,
they were provided with the same information as what was given to the
treated group. In this process, priming was fully done about problems in
gender bias and gender equality. But the post-survey on gender bias con-
ducted after instruction was not done with an enough interval, so the ef-
fect of hypocrisy induction was not distinguished from priming effect.
Advanced research (Aronson, Fried, & Stone, 1991), in fact, showed that
the effect of hypocrisy induction was not shown in the survey right after
the experiment but was shown in the follow-up survey after three
months. Therefore, the effects of instruction using hypocrisy induction in-
tended to examine in this study may be checked with the follow-up sur-
vey afterwards.

Second, ceiling effect may have arisen. Ceiling effect takes place when
an independent variable exhibits too high effects, the measuring tool” s
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range of points is very limited, or the test is too easy. In such cases,
those belonging to a higher level cannot be distinguished. In the test on
behavioral intention for gender equality conducted to verify Hypothesis 3,
most of the participants indicated high behavioral intention for gender
equality. This may be because the scale was limited from 1 to 4 and
what was meant to be asked was so easy to notice and they gave an-
swers that were educationally expected.

Aside from the instruction treatment, the independent variable, sex, one
of the control variables, showed significant difference in gender bias both
before and after the instruction. This conforms to the result of advanced
research. Yet, there was no significant difference by whether the mother
had a job. Moreover, when they indicated great sexual identity as a
woman, behavioral intention for gender equality was shown high in some;
however, there was no significant difference in gender bias according to
sexual identity in general.

The results above show that the major effects intended to examine in
this study are not significant. But this study can give following im-
plications: first, education to reduce gender bias can be provided to mid-
dle school students. Second, cognitive treatment of hypocrisy induction
can be applied as a category of education and designed for a instruction.
Third, it provides the possibility that internet news can be used effec-
tively as instruction materials. It is expected that in the future, follow-up
research will be done by distinguishing between the effects of hypocrisy
induction and priming effects for more precise research design and using

a scale that can measure gender bias more closely.

Key words : hypocrisy induction, gender bias, internet news, ambivalent
sexism, hostile sexism, benevolent sexism, behavioral
intention for gender equality.
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