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Abstract

The Establishment of Non—governmental

Teacher Training Institutions
and the Nation—saving New Education Movement

in the late Daehan Empire Period

Kim Hyo Jeong

History Education Major,
Department of Social Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper presents how teachers were educated during the
nation-saving new education movement(ZkF #BHiEE)) conducted from
1905 to 1910. Hansung Normal School (FEEAN#IERZ), the sole teachers
education institution at the moment, was restructured into Guallip
Hansung Normal School (‘7 75k Al S S, Hansung government-supported
teacher training institution) by the Japanese Residency Government(if
KF), and non-governmental teacher training institutions were vastly
emerging since 1905. In this paper, I identified specific details of the
non-governmental teacher training efforts in the late Daehan Empire
period by analyzing the background, founders, finance situation, entrance

exams, curriculum, and graduate activities.
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More than 5,000 non—governmental schools were established nationwide,
with the nation-saving new education movement(Z ¥ ELEE)) rapidly
spreading out around 1905, but the department of education made no
policies whatsoever for teacher supplements for non-governmental
schools, and Guallip Hansung Normal School was degenerating into a
colonial teacher training institute due to the Japanese Residency
Government’'s educational reform. As a result, the literati regarded
teacher education as the utmost pressing issue, a prerequisite to nurture
young talents armed with civilized knowledge and strong aspiration
toward the recovery of national sovereignty.

Non-governmental teacher training institution can be classified into
two types, depending on the nature of the founding agents. The first is
the ‘official-people collaboration type’, in which schools were established
by the cooperation of local officials and people. The schools affiliated to
this type was funded by regional official and magnate donations,
community fund raising campaigns, and public assets of state-sponsored
local Confucian schools(##) and village schools(ZE14).

The second ‘academic society directed type was established in
accordance with the patriotic enlightenment teacher training project
organizations with country wide branches. The economical resources for
the establishment and management of schools affiliated to this type
were membership fees, funds, and special contributions of the academic
society members.

The educational goal of these institutions was training teachers with
thorough knowledge of modern sciences and strong patriotism. The
traditional teacher image - a wholistic exemplary personality combined
with profound learning, performance and morality — was re-interpretated
into a modern teacher image ‘determined to restore national sovereignty,
prosperity and military power through knowledge of modern sciences’ in

the face of national crisis.
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Primary literacy such as Korean, classical Chinese, reading, along
with primary numeracy were evaluated at the entrance exam, but the
fact that Japanese was not included was a sharp contrast with the
Guallip Hansung Normal School. In teacher training institutions
established by academic societies, members of the society educated the
students. The official-people collaboration type schools invited and
employed prominent personage from the outside as professors.

Non-governmental teacher institutions taught modern subjects such
as economics or jurisprudence. National history(Korean history, [B442)
was treated as the utmost important subject, and textbooks emphasizing
national identity and patriotism were selected and used.

Records of non-governmental teacher training institutions declined
significantly starting from 1909 and 1910 due to the oppressive policy of
Japanese imperialism, but efforts to train good teachers with modern
knowledge and strong aspiration of national sovereign recovery
consistently continued. In the national debt redemption meeting
organized to discuss the investigation and treatment of the fund raised
for the national debt redemption, measures to establish teacher training
institutions were discussed, such as purchasing land and selling its
crops to secure the necessary finances. Teacher training institutions
were also established for Korean inhabitants in Manchuria and Maritime
Province of Siberia around 1910. Non-governmental teacher training
institution graduates participated in the nation-saving new education

movement throughout the country and abroad.

Keywords: Teacher Training, Non—governmental Teacher
Training Institutions, Nation—saving New Education
Movement, Official—People Collaboration Type,
Academic Society Directed Type

Student Number: 2007—23238
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