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Abstract

Changes in the State-led Handicraft Industry and
Private Artisans in the Fifteenth Century

Ko Eun-kyung

History Major,

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper examined the establishment of the state-led handicraft
industry('F7 4 F- 1.%) and its changes in the fifteenth century Joseon(ilfif)
and provided a definition and identified the characteristics of the private
artisans(FAIT). In the process of establishing the state system after
Joseon was founded, the state-led handicraft industry was restructured to
be under complete control of the state. The state had the full-time
artisans registered as governmental artisans([f[%) and mobilized them for
various projects for building the system and basis of the state. These
governmental artisans took turns to work in shifts(#F& ) and were able
to produce and sell crafts freely by paying the artisan tax(CL.UT#) when
they were off shifts. Policies on the state-led handicraft industry in the
fifteenth century, however, were not implemented as planned in reality
and instead they started to change in accordance with socioeconomic
changes of the era. The governmental artisans, in particular, started to
focus more on activities for their own profit due to the development of
the city market. Some of them even broke away from the state-led
system to become private artisans.

In previous studies, the private artisans were regarded as

independent artisans who emerged after the sixteenth century and were

7 b
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distinguished from governmental artisans. However, considering the fact
that handicrafts would have been procured in the private barter economy
before the sixteenth century, the term private artisans could encompass
“all artisans who took part in the private sector.” Therefore,
“governmental artisans who also took part in commercial activities in the
fifteenth century” could also be classified as private artisans. The
activities of private artisans could be largely classified as “those who
were affiliated with merchants,” “those who ran workplaces with their
own capital and produced and sold their handicrafts,” and “those who ran
small businesses and farmed as well.”

While the state adapted to the growth of the market by changing
the supply method and purchasing necessary products from the
chartered—markets(ii ), it was set on maintaining the state-led
handicraft industry for manufacturing weapons or for producing high
quality products for the royal family. Such changes in the policy were a
part of the process of the ongoing development of the private barter
economy despite the centralized economic policy(%#E1) £95 B 5) and the
state’s initiative to restructure policies on the handicraft industry so that
they could reflect the reality in which the range of activities conducted

by both governmental and private artisans expanded.

Keywords : State-led Handicraft Industry, Governmental Artisans,
Private Artisans, Centralized Economic Policy,
Commercial Activities of Governmental Artisans

Student Number : 2013-23366
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