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Abstract

A Study on the Education of Critical Essay
Writing for Reflective Thinking

Jang, Ji-hye

The purpose of this study is to understand the concept and
mechanism of reflective thinking and ways to utilize a critical essay
writing as an instrument in promoting reflective thinking. A critical
essay is a writing described as having a subjective understanding and
evaluating of objects based on personal experience and analysis. The
most important characteristic of critical essay writing is a close
connection on realizations of one’s reflective thinking in which it's is a
result of self-understanding through objects. This study is focus on
how one establishes reflective thinking through critical essay writing.

Reflective thinking is a process of formatting one’s thoughts through
self-understanding, comprehension, and interpretation of a relation
between self and objects based on one's own value. The critical essay
writing expresses one’s honest reaction to experiences or situations
and reaches to its own conclusion through self-persuasion and
validation. So the critical essay writing is an appropriate method in
reflective thinking. It's used based on object comprehension by one's
cognitive thinking. It is performed object-comprehension by intentional
cognition, object-interpretation by conversational relation,
object-application by meaning structure formatting setting of
relationship, and meaning construction.

Considering that reflective thinking is the thinking based on the

actual experiences, this study examines the process of reflective
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thinking that learners perform in their everyday life by collecting the
critical essay of learners. This study finds that reflective thinking is
formed when the learners are looking for the normative orientation,
search for the source of the behavior of characters or try to
reconstitute them. Students can perceive values resolve around objects
in object-cognition to have an intention point to themselves, but
cognitive thinking only constituents or forms context on the surface
level. Secondly, they can set a communicating relationship to draw
subject understanding upon themselves, but are a merely self-centered
answer or derivatively accepting object. Thirdly, they can compose
salutatory meaning with deduction, induction and examples, but are
merely recognition of contents of the text instead of making full use of
various structures.

According to types of these reflective thinking, this study designs the
educational plan for learners to form the reflective thinking by writing
critical essay in the writing education. To do this, first, this study
searches the priority and process through the principal of consultation
writing's instruction. Also, it suggests the empirical knowledge being
needed to form the reflective thinking according to the types and the
process and the ways to apply it.

This study arranges the concepts of reflective thinking and sets it
up as the content of writing education. The meaning of this study is
to search the essential problem involved in the growth of learners and
the formation of reflective thinking is arranged as the concrete
teaching and learning activity in the learners' performance when they
write critical essay writing. Furthermore, it has its meanings because
the reflective thinking through this process is shifted into the aspects
of real life. So it promotes the growth and thoughtful understanding

and valuable growth.

* Key Words: critical essay, reflective thinking, self-understanding,

object-understanding, object-interpretation, object-application
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