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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Elementary Teachers’
Practical Teaching Competence on

Students’ School Satisfaction

Hong, Mi-ae
Department of Education
Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study was to analyze the effect of elementary teachers’
practical teaching competence on students’ school satisfaction using 2-level
Hierarchical Linear Model (HLM). In this study, the following research

questions were proposed and investigated.

1. Does students’ school satisfaction vary with the teachers?
2. Does the elementary teachers’ practical teaching competence affect
students’ school satisfaction when the students‘ and teachers® traits are

controlled for?
For this study, 5 scales were developed or revised through examining prior

researches, pilot testing, and the experts’ judgement. ‘School Satisfaction Scale’

contains 23 items within 3 different dimensions: school educational
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circumstances, school educational activities and school education results.
‘Intrinsic Motivation Scale’ and ‘Parents-Children Relationship Scale’ contains 5
and 4 items separately within 1 dimension. ‘Practical Teaching Competence
Scale’ that was initially constructed by Baek, et al. (2007) contains 15 items
within 5 different dimensions: planning and organization, communication,
interaction, coordination and sincerity and enthusiasm. ‘Teacher Efficacy Scale’
that was initially constructed by Kim A. Y, & Kim M. J. (2004) contains 11
items within 3 different dimensions: self-regulatory efficacy, self-confidence and
task difficulty preference. All of the scales were both reliable and valid.

The data of this study were collected from 28 teachers and 684 students of
H and G elementary schools in Seoul. And evaluation group was organized for
rating teachers’ practical teaching competence, 6 experts was included who is a
vice-principle or senior teacher of each school. The experts evaluated each
teacher after observing classes. Three analyzed research models were O
unconditional model, @ conditional model specifying teachers’ practical
teaching competence variable, (3) conditional model specifying student, teacher

level variables and teachers’ practical teaching competence variable.

The major results of this study are summarized as follows.
First, the results of unconditional model showed that the reliability of mean

school satisfaction per teacher(ﬁoj) was 0.624, the plausible range of means

varied within 1 standard deviation and the intra-class correlation
coefficientICC) was 0.064. It means the proportion of explained variance by
teacher level variables is 6.4% and the rest 93.6% of the total variance can be
explained by student level variables.

Second, the results of conditional model specifying teachers’ practical
teaching competence variable explained 1% of variance in student level, 99.8%
of variance in teacher level and 7.2% of total variance. And this model

revealed that teachers’ practical teaching(5=0.426, p<.001) had significant
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effects on students’ school satisfaction.

Third, the results of conditional model specifying student, teacher level
variables and teachers’ practical teaching competence variable explained 51.9%
of variance in student level, 91.6% of variance in teacher level and 54.4% of
total variance. And this model revealed that students’ gender, intrinsic
motivation, parents-children relationship(5=0.148, 0.327, 0.214, p<.001) and
teachers’ teaching experience, teacher -efficacy(3=-0.007, -0.108, p<.05) had
significant effects on students’ school satisfaction. Furthermore, the teachers’
practical teaching competence as the main independent variable in this study
also affected significantly on students’ school satisfaction(3=0.291, p<.001).

In conclusion, students’ school satisfaction varies with the teachers and the
elementary teachers’ practical teaching competence significantly affects students’
school satisfaction when the students‘ and teachers® traits are controlled for.
These results imply the importance of systematic research, and providing
teacher training programs for enhancing the teachers’ practical teaching

competence.

* Key words : practical teaching competence, school satisfaction, Hierarchical
Linear Model(HLM), teacher evaluation for professional
development

* Student ID : 2011-23619
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