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Abstract

A study on disconnections
between school and work place
learning patterns

Jin, Nan—Joo
Major in Lifelong Education, Department of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This is the research that studies conflicts over differences in
learning patterns at work and school, which leads confusion and
maladaptation to work place for the newly employed. This study starts
from figuring out the ‘learning continuity’ which lies on the line of our
life and finding the conflicting moments of learning patterns in a total
new situation. The research especially focuses on contrasting ‘school’
and ‘workplace’ in that most people live a life as a student at a school
in their early life. That is to say, the main objective of this study is to
reveal the process of recognizing, adapting and coping with the
distinctions between learning at school - which people have already
experienced and that at work —which is very new during the transition
from school to work. It is the ultimate goal to find out the new

perspective of relationship between school and work.
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While the existing researches focused on the workers into workplace
quickly and effectively, this study wanted to understand what 1is
happening throughout the transitional time from school to work in
specific context as “personal life” in detail. In other words, beyond the
recognition of differences from school world and workplace, it was
intriguing to describe what happened to a person when the time comes
to face the situation from where they were to where they are. To
investigate, contrasting the two worlds this research found out the
considerable differences of learning patterns that the two worlds
required and figured out the difficulties when a person had to change
for the different patterns they are asked to have. This might be the
new way of looking at the disconnection in school to work transition.

Upon investigation, the conflicts had been considerably eased off in
first two to three years at work. It means that workers have acquired
the ‘life continuity’ back again after reaching a settlement over
difficulties at the workplace which seemed like disconnection in the
beginning. This shows that a person is getting able to organize his or
her life again and secure the life continuity throughout the sequence,
“the changes of life and experiences’, “the conflicts of learning
patterns” and “the final adaptation to new way of living and learning.”
It is assumed that this process is the qualitative growth in personal

life.

keywords : school to work transition, learning pattern,
conflict of new employee
Student Number @ 2012-21349
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