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2=p) 53.0

a= 56.8 66.5
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295 525 65.9
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Abstract
The Study on the Socio-structural
Characteristic of the Voluntary

Non-participation in the Lifelong Learning
- Based on the PIAAC data -

KIM HYUNSOO
Lifelong Education, Department of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study will analyze the socio-structural characteristic of the
voluntary non-participation phenomenon based on the results from the
PIAAC: Programme for International Assessment of Adult
Competencies. Until now the voluntarily non-participating population
in the lifelong learning was considered to be a complementary part of
the participating population. Especially, the adult population that was
voluntarily not participating in the lifelong learning programme was
regarded as being in a psychological state which lacks motives for
participating in the learning programme. Because of this influence, not
much attempt has been done for drawing the topographic structure of
this group. Under the light of the phenomenon of adult population

which i1s voluntarily not participating in the Ilifelong learning
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programme, this thesis will explain the socio-structural characteristic
of this group.

For the analysis this study applies a new framework concept,
namely “Aspects on the participation in lifelong learning.” This links
the objective experience of learning participation and the subjective
decision for learning participation. Further on, it becomes an analysis
measurement explaining the relation between the members of a
society and the participation in the lifelong learning programme.
According to the classification made by the “Aspects on the
participation in lifelong learning”, the non-participating population can
be divided into ‘voluntarily non-participating’ and those who are
‘restricted’ from participating. The population which has experience in
participation can be divided into ‘expanded participation’ and ‘limited
participation’.

‘Voluntary non-participation’ defines the population which has no
experience 1in participation and no intention for participation.
‘Restricted from participation’ defines the population which has
intention for participation but is not able to participate due to external
obstructive factors. ‘Limited participation’ defines the population which
has a previous participation experience but does not want to take
part in additional learning programs. ‘Expanded participation’ defines
the population which has previous participation experience and has
will to take part in further learning programs.

Based on the data from the PIAAC in the following four
countries, namely South Korea, United Kingdom, Germany and
Finland, it has been confirmed that the factor of the socio-structural
background has a close influence on the voluntarily non-—participating
in learning population. In this sense, the non-participation

phenomenon was not lead by those who weren't able to participate in
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the learning, but by those who voluntarily were not participating,
which  appears as collectivism according to the  similar
socio—economical background.

The population of voluntary non-participants takes up to 409 of
the overall population of South Korea, Great Britain and Germany.
This number throws a sideline on the fact that for many adults,
participation in learning is neither something out of the everyday life,
nor a compulsory thing. What is more, the percentage shown above
1s concentrated in the under—educated, low-skilled job, elderly class in
society which is in one word marginalized. An observation can be
made that the group of the socially excluded population is not given
a natural chance to participate in the learning programme. Moreover,
even if such a chance is being granted, they do not show any
interest or will for participation.

In addition, the adult in the state of voluntary non-participation
shows striking low-literacy skills. The lack of initial education and
the absence of learning in the everyday life becomes a factor for the
low competence among this group. And this is continued into a loss
of interest in the learning participation during adulthood. The
structure of differentiation depending on the achievement in studying
in the initial education and the suppling method for the lifelong
learning among the middle-classed and highly educated people is
interpreted as the recreational factor for the loss of interest and the
gap In learning.

This analysis makes the following conclusion about the structural
characteristic of the phenomenon of loss of interest in learning. The
problem of the voluntary non-participation is not the absence of
personal motivation, nor in the personal preference for learning. The

phenomenon on non-—participation in learning shows that the structure

k"‘_
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which 1is isolated from the learning program internalizes within the
individuals of the group, loss of interest in learning, hostility towards
learning, and unfamiliarity. Namely, the reason for the voluntary
non—participation in the lifelong learning should not be viewed as due
to the unbalanced assignment of the chance for learning, but as the
recreated socio—structural state of loss of interest in learning.
Therefore, to understand the phenomenon of the voluntary
non—participation in the lifelong learning, socio— structural research on
the cultural polarization of the group which has an
educational—friendly attitude towards learning and the group that
lacks this kind of attitude has to be done.

keywords : PIAAC, Participation in lifelong learning,

Voluntary non-participation, restricted from participation

Student Number : 2014-20878
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