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71el F&Estaa @k 4 5 AS Sal gnlE 2 Ha, e & ddE
Ll R R s B B O] oF7](narrative) = 3| xIth. ofoprlo] gk o]o} e
oll= @/t ntEe Atk aFel |l A(1979/2009)= AEA] 1z
R EA 2o s, S EAESS she dAEAlY =X FHoEA
(Rede)”& olob7lgitt. &2 IZF AEAZE & SAAE 129 AAY ou HA
AAMFEH FAASR ERaetste] oW Aow o Al Hs, 3 t=o
a9 tE|A olo7grE oudtti(p. 583). $-El& WetHA EAsta, wshd
A olElgter, 2 4 w2 HRo, SdYdy 749 (Clandinin & Connelly)&
ofop7] e} ake] o] e} T FAl F&Eslo] ‘o]opr]’E “X1 AZte]l AA Sl el
3t AFAE"(Clandinin & Connelly, 1991: €9Xx]<, 2003, p. 122 Ad-8&)o]z}
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Abstract

A narrative research on middle-aged women's
lived—experience through the participation

in the hobby class.

Lee, Aritta
Major Advisor: Jo, Yong—Hwan, Ph.D.

In this study, I aimed to understand middle—aged women's
lived—-experience at the hobby class. In detail, the beginning of the
research were based on three interests . At first, I wanted to understand
what middle—aged women's physical, mental and social transitions mean to
themselves. Second, I wanted to understand the hobby class which are
especially managed by a local self-governing body in terms of its
educational meaning. This aim came from a need for critical reflection on
the explanation that housewives' participation in the hobby class meant just
'hobby' for an individual, especially like "A-Jum-Ma discourse". Also, it
came from looking for a possibility of the hobby class as a public life-long
learning place which had good accessibility because of its inexpensive cost
and wide distribution throughout the country. Third, I wanted to reflect
'education' through middle-aged women's narratives. I had participated in
two hobby classes(Guitar and Yoga) from June 2011 to June 2012 with the
aim of studying these interests. One 50-aged woman from yoga class and
two bO-aged women, one 60-aged women from guitar class were main
study participants.

I tried to know about the meaning of their participation for themselves. I
considered their narrative while focusing on the reason why they started
their hobby classes, the good points and bad points of the joining and in

specially, the way they expressed themselves about hobby class. As a
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result, I knew that four women came to hobby classes for different
reasons, joining differently and having different plans about them. It was
related to their own life contexts and situations.

In considering their narratives more deeply, I used two frames and
analyzed the structure of narratives. One was the fundamental structure of
everyday-life, body, time, space and relation. I used this for looking for
the common theme of their life. And my second frame was 'différance' for
considering the dynamics of differences, because [ knew that identity,
education and the feeling about hobby classes including behavior,
recognition could be different and also could be changed according to their
situations and contexts. The results of analysis are followed. First,
according to the four elements of phenomenological existence, I found as
the first theme "because of getting old" in the body experience and as the
second theme "too busy no reason" in the time experience. As the third
theme, "depressed in home" in the place experience and as the last theme
"the relation which makes me happy" in the relationship experience.

Second, according to 'différance', I could know that they had two
identities. One was "mom" and the other was "myself". Especially, I was
surprised to find that they felt they should choose only one of them. As
they became middle-aged, however, they tried to look for harmony
between "myself and mom". In addition, their understanding for education
was different according to their situation and context. What I found out

n

was the concept of education as common sense through their attitude. "not
necessary", "afraid", "not interesting" were common. And those were
related to their identity as "old woman", "house wife" and the culture of
education giving undue value to the evaluation and the result. But I also
found out that they also told that "teacher is important", "after all, learning
depends on myself", "needs time", "learning is difficult but interesting". It
was from their lived-experience at the hobby classes.

In the last, the way of joining the hobby class was related to their
situations which they prefer to between work, home and hobby. If they
have preferred work or home, they would join the hobby classes passively
and not regularly. In contrast, if they have preferred hobby, they would
join more actively and continuously. In this case, the hobby could have

educational meaning. And the hobby class could be an educational place

- 186 -



and the relations in there could be educational.

In this context, I did interpret and suggest focusing on the three issues;
'middle-aged women', 'hobby class' and 'education'. I studied it in terms of
critical woman life-long learning and education anthropology which helped
me to understand the relationships among life, culture and education.
Especially, my alertness to the preceding studies which were focusing on
the middle-aged women as the object for solving problems or judging
functions of 'education program' was an important consideration for my
work. In contrast from these, I thought that it was necessary to
ontologically approach middle-aged women and their education. As in the
many preceding studies, the life of women was closely related to their
familes. Unclearly, I had tried to prove the hobby class's educational role.
But after hearing detail narratives from the participants, I recognized that
its educational meaning had been changed continually through all their life.
At the hobby class, they had a lived-experience, that is, "challenging to a
new world". And through this, they could find themselves as a "learner",
"challenger" and "performer" not just as "old women" and "those assessed".
The 'standing alone' of middle-aged women 1is encouraged by this
lived-experience and vice versa. Of course, the hobby class is not the
only place where these women can find the meaning of their own life or
they can grow without being neglected. It should not be. In the long term
and socially, it is also important that all women must not be neglected no
matter which they focus on their home, work or something.

The good points of the hobby class were not different from its bad
points. In other words, unsystematic management and curriculum were
"flexible", "not burdened" as good points. But such complaints as “just
trying" and "difficult to follow the class because of the unsuitable levels"
also came from the so-called "dong-office style". Getting familiar with the
education for evaluation prevented them from looking for an educational
meaning and participating actively in the hobby class. So, it is needed to
reflect these cultures and try to find more tangible changes and growth in
a hobby class as a lifelong learning place.

Next, I put my idea about education into shape. Participants emphasized
the relationship between teaching and learning as they told that "teacher is

important". They emphasized learner's subjectivity as they told "after all, it
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depends on myself". Also they talked about the ripening time for education
as telling "(it) needs time". Lastly, they had been learning that the
participation in education is "difficult but interesting". Such findings helped
me to understand what the education is. Also, I learned that their
interpretation/practice for education was a learning experience itself that
pulled down their old concepts of education and built a new one. Some
women who [ met through this research had changed to join the hobby
class as an active one with productive learning not as passive one with
wasteful learning. The encouragement and stimulation from classmates with
whom they shared their desires and concerns for more meaningful life
made them have a new hope for hobby classes. If they didn't express the
experience above as 'education', my role as a pedagogical student would
be to find out a way that our life goes along with education more

integrally.
Key word : middle-aged woman, hobby class, educational lived-experience,

ontological education, woman life-long learning.
Student ID : 2009-21421
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