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Abstract
The effect of the feedback on

the academic achievement in
the evaluation of middle school

students’ English essay writing

Joung, Youngju
Department of Education
Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study was to analyze the effect of the
feedback on the academic achievement in the evaluation of middle
school students’ English essay writing. Two types of feedback were
used in this study. Holistic and analytic feedback are originated from
the traditional scoring method, holistic scoring and analytic scoring.

The following research questions were proposed and investigated.
1. How does the type of feedback affect the academic achievement

of the middle school students in the evaluation of the English

essay writing?
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2. When student’s gender is controlled, how does the type of
feedback affect the academic achievement of the middle school
students in the evaluation of the English essay writing?

3. When parents’ social economic status is controlled, how does
the type of feedback affect the academic achievement of the
middle school students in the evaluation of the English essay

writing?

In order to address these questions, Feedback Acceptance
Scale(FAS) was developed, based on examining prior researches and
pre—test attempted about 100 middle school students. The FAS is
composed of 2 sub-construct: @ Feedback believability @ Feedback
Acceptance Tendency. Feedback Believability is composed of Teacher
Believability and Teacher Feedback Believability, and Feedback
Acceptance Tendency is composed of Behavioral Tendency and
Feedback Tendency. It was confirmed that these scales were reliable
according to their Cronbach’s « coefficient.

Data for this study were drawn from 112 students in 7 classrooms
at D middle school in Korea. Using the developed scale, FAS, the
students’ feedback acceptance level was measured. After that,
students took the pre- essay writing test(mid term English essay
writing test) and the students were divided into two different groups,
assigned holistic and analytic feedback. Each feedback was given by
the same English teacher, and three other English teachers evaluated
the adequacy of the given feedback. After providing the feedback 2
times, students took the post-essay writing test(final term English
essay writing test). When analyzing the data, ANCOVA was used,
and the covariances were FAS and pre—-essay writing test.

The results of this study are summarized as follows.

_ 83 _ "':l‘\-_i _k:.'\-'._'l



First, the type of feedback made a difference in the academic
achievement of the middle school students in the evaluation of the
English essay writing(F=5.37, p<.05). The results also showed that
analytic feedback was more effective than holistic feedback.

Second, when student’s gender is controlled, the type of feedback
made a difference in the academic achievement of the middle school
students in the evaluation of the English essay writing(F=5.28, p<.05).
The results also showed that analytic feedback was more effective
than holistic feedback.

Third, when parents’ social economic status(SES) is controlled, the
type of feedback made a difference in the academic achievement of
the middle school students in the evaluation of the English essay
writing (F=5.96, p<.05). Likewise, the results also showed that analytic
feedback was more effective than holistic feedback.

Through this research, it can be concluded that the type of the
feedback makes a difference in the academic achievement of the
middle school students, and the analytic feedback showed that it was
more effective than holistic feedback in the academic achievement of
the middle school students. Therefore, in order to improve the
academic achievement of the middle school students’ essay writing,

utilizing analytic feedback is recommended.
keywords : essay writing, holistic feedback, analytic feedback,

feedback acceptance
Student Number . 2012-21328
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