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Abstract

A Study on the Legal System to Promote
Environmental Exchange and Cooperation

Between South and North Korea

Kim, Tae-Hee
College of Law
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

In situations where inconsistency exists between constitutional
reality and constitutional norms with respect to peaceful reunification,
the main role of constitutional law and unification law 1s to provide
institutionalized methods in order to increase the exchange and
cooperation between South and North Korea. The aim of this thesis
1S to provide institutionalized ways to increase exchange and
cooperation with respect to environmental issues between South and
North Korea, from the perspective that inter-Korean cooperation and
exchange can guarantee the environmental rights of both South and

North Koreans.

First, the thesis includes a thorough analysis concerning the

content and legal characteristics of the legal systems for
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environmental protection in South and North Korea, which will be the
legal grounds for environmental exchange and cooperation between
South and North Korea. The legal foundation for inter-Korean
environmental cooperation and exchange 1s the environmental legal
systems of South and North Korea. However, the -current
Inter-Korean Agreements with respect to environmental cooperation
and exchange does not specify the institutions involved, financing,
etc. The agreements also lack long-term vision for the conservation

of environment in the Korean peninsula.

Second, the author analyzed the German environmental exchange
and cooperation before, during and after its unification to give insight
to the Korean environmental exchange and cooperation. The main
objective of such cooperation 1s to create the foundation for an
environmentally sound and sustainable unified Korea. Such efforts
should be done based on specific and concrete environmental rules

and regulations.

There 1s a need to enter into an inter—-Korean agreement reflecting
International principles in order to co—manage joint rivers between
South and North Korea, and to support reforestation of North Korean
region. In order to protect the environment in Gaesong International
Free Economic Zone, there is a need to improve the legal system
concerning the disposal of waste matter and the protection of water
supply and quality in the region. As a means to promote the
inter-Korea exchange and cooperation, and to make sure that such
effort 1s not suspended unilaterally by any one of the two parties,
there is a need to utilize a mechanism for international cooperation.

The development cooperation mechanism of UNDG in the future
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should change from emergency relief to development cooperation.
There 1s also a need to consider the special relationship between
South and North Korea when using the mechanisms under the

UNFCCC, such as CDM and REDD-+.

keywords : inter-Korean environmental exchange and
cooperation, co-management of joint rivers,
North Korea reforestration, environmental law of
Gaesung International Free Economic Zone,
enhancing the legal effectiveness of Inter-Korean

Agreements, international cooperation

Student Number - 2011-21389
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