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Abstract

A Study on the Conscription and
the Constitution in the Empire of
Japan

: In connection with expanding to the colony

Kim, Hak-jin
College of Law
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

State monopoly on violence(Gewaltmonopol des Staates) is a key point of
the formation of the modern state. With respect to the use of violence, the
development of military technology, idea, style, etc. was demanding changes
in ruling system and power relations, and it was closely related to the
development of the modern state.

In the process of state monopoly on violence, the massive
mobilization/conscription like never before was developed, and the ruling
system changed in order to mobilize and maintain resources effectively. The
rulers became to have contact with the subjugated class directly, and the
formation of centralized administrative systems for effective governance
which is a sign of the modern state was appeared. In addition, the power

relations became to change because of inevitable bargaining between rulers
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who demanded mobilization and subjects who were demanded. The
bargaining was connected to acquisition of civil and political rights and
created new systems.

If the process of the development of the modern state is valid in the
context of European history, it may be asked whether it is also in the East
Asian. This dissertation takes this question as a point of departure and
studies the Japanese experience which had influenced on the East Asia
centering on the process of state monopoly on violence first. Additionally,
the process in Japan was based on the conscription, the discussion therefore
focuses on the conscription.

With the Meiji Restoration as momentum, the Empire of Japan was
established. After that, the government adopted the universal conscription
system enforcing conscription ordinance(Choheirei). The conscription and the
related laws, however, had exposed the structural contradiction in the Empire
of Japan as it was. Moreover, the military was not the nation’s, even
though it was based on the conscription.

It is because the constitution of the Empire of Japan tried to found
the modern state without understanding the meaning of a change of power
relations properly, and also had structural vulnerability on the control of the
power. With respect to the laws, even though it had been exceedingly
influenced by Europe, it seemed that the Empire of Japan accepted them on
a little different context from the European. Furthermore, these experiences
had just an effect on the colony. The conscription of the Empire of Japan
was expanded to Chosen, the colony, and the characteristics were revealed

in the expanding.

Keyword: The Empire of Japan, Japanese Imperialism, Conscription,
The Military Affairs, The Constitution of the Empire of
Japan, The Legal System in the Colony

Student Number: 2013-21246
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