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Abstract
A Study of Works on the

Orientation of Subject

Kim, Youna
Department of sculpture

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The trajectory of the artist’'s works in this thesis is to seek out
the causes of my psychological discordance, and find out proper
solutions to 1it. The psychological discordance, from this context,
refers specifically to a state of tension between desire to render one’s
own intention and effort to contain it.

I have often questioned on situations in which something that
does not comply with a set of standard are unilaterally accused or
judged as non grata. First and foremost, such questioning points out
that despite the speech under the circumstances is a subjective
expression resulting from a process in which the subject of speech
recognizes and accepts the object of speech, after the act of speech is
done, there only remains a narrative of the speech that eventually
distorts all the vicissitude as a factual event. Secondly, it also
questions that such a distorted message can cause wrong

recognitions about the standard of judging objects to not only
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receivers of the speech, but also the object as well as the subject of
the speech. I witnessed that such can not only mentally but also
socially i1solate someone else. As a witness to the circumstance, I
wanted to tell others that such seeming things could in fact be
different. Such an effort, as result, led me to deal with how to see
and talk about things, especially the gaps within them.

I wanted to understand what are the obstacles of the transition of
meanings between the gaps, and how to stop the break and deliver
the meaning with more efficient ways. This is because I wanted to
more smoothly communicate with others, not just as an artist but
also a figure they encounter in everyday contexts by resolving the
difficulties to express my own point of view. For the same reason, I
began to be aware of my own way of seeing things as others see,
instead of the situation in my works in which “things could be in
fact different.” I worried if it could be a distorted description towards
someone else regardless of my original intention of works. Because of
this, I managed to reveal in my works that the description is derived
from the perspective of the subject of speech. To this, I utilized the
perspective of performer, the lens of camera, the eyes of stuffed rat,
the light of projector, and the caption of works all of which bear
indicative characteristics.

During the process of manipulating mediums, I also managed to
divide my roles into parts in order to approach objects in less violent
means. For examples, I subdivided my roles in the works into an
indicator, a marker of the subject of speech, an inquisitor, and a
transmitter of the whole processes to audiences facing the works for
the first time. On the other hand, when it comes to a direct speech
to objects, I discovered that both the sender and receiver could more

suitably orient their intention to the common goal only if the
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self-referential role criteria are preceded as a form of self-recognition.
For example, from my works where I as an artist first explain on
the intention of the work and then execute the bodily process by
attaching one’s back to other’s.

The images used in my works are often appropriated from my
personal life. Although I managed to inscribe the subject of gaze in
my works in order to make visible the subject, it i1s of regret that
the works could still be rendered illegible to those who do not grasp
the background information. In the following works, I intend, by
developing the repetitively used images in my past works, to search

for the ways to increase sharable grounds with audiences.

keywords : subject, orientation, object, episteme, speech act,
mediate
Student Number @ 2012-21204
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