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Abstract
A Study on the Expression
of Melancholy

and its Expansion

—~A Focus on Personal Works-

Park, Shin-young
Painting Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

I have always been dreaming of a perfect and eternal world.
However, this would be almost impossible to be realized in reality
since a perfect and eternal world only exists as a vague and obscure
state. For this reason, I tend to carefully observe the situations where
two seemingly incompatible phenomena co-exist and the objects that
exist amid incompleteness. Furthermore, I feel the urge and the desire
to transform them into substances to preserve and record, at the
same time, I show the attitude of antinomy to keep ‘the found reality’

as eternity and to show its incapableness at the same time. The goal
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of my works based on such urge and desire is to ultimately make
the viewer realize the innate incompleteness of reality through images
that reflect my attitude. Then I strive to explore the meaning of
creation in the act of drawing to give a shape to this goal, which is
created through my contradictory desire that never seems to be
satisfied.

The experience that I have accumulated for a long time based on
such perception 1s represented through intensive i1mages. These
images serve as a device that demonstrates my inner self and
continuously makes it relevant to the present. In the process of the
interpretations of my works reflecting my inner side, I realized that
the concept of melancholy is involved. Melancholy in my works has
originated with the loss of object and the conflicts between ideality,
reality, and ego. The loss which started from a relationship with
concrete objects In my personal experience has gradually led to
abstract concepts such as ideality. In my images, melancholy has
psychological characteristics: an ambivalent feeling from lost objects,
1solation and solitude felt after leaving the reality by loss, and inner
split due to narcissism and strong self-consciousness. Moreover, I
was able to find an aspect fixed to the subjective point of time inside
notions, which does not follow the physical flow of time in reality.
However, on the other hand, I have strived to materialize the
conditions of melancholy and put my efforts and will to contemplate
and introspect myself into my works.

The expressions of my works based on the trial to realize
incompleteness of reality by accepting the experience of melancholy
due to loss have multidimensional forms and structures. First of all, I
make dual images to conceal and reveal myself by mostly using
methods such as metaphor, symbol, and allegory, which imply the
experiences of loss and the gaps between ideality, reality, and ego. In

addition, the whole composition of my works take mostly a form of
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series, which are a substitute of the loss built on the act of drawing
that camouflages my mental state and lasts until self-exhaustion.
Also, the series create a visual rhythm with repetition and variation
in the picture plane and the structure of them. Moreover, 1 utilize
unstable materials and media that stimulate various senses using
improvisation and accidental effects. Through this, the composition
and expression of my whole work relies on the premise that any
rigid approach or complete representation will be refused.
Furthermore, the use of the various expressions of melancholy
maximized them through a collaborative work with composers trying
to combine the nonverbal aspect of melancholy and the interaction by
improvisation and accidental acts. The participants of collaboration
understood and reinterpreted the work of different artistic fields
through their knowledge and imagination. As a result, products of the
mixed structure consisting of sounds, images and texts led audience
to actively participate in the process of interpreting the art by
holistically utilizing their linguistic, visual, and auditory capabilities.
As mentioned above, I have strived to develop my works to share

the emotion of melancholy and communicate with the audience.

Key Phrases: melancholy, gaps between ideality, reality and ego,
loss, ambivalent feeling, concentration and division toward ego, subjec
tive sense of time, consciousness by self-reflection and contemplation,
concealment and revelation, drawing of camouflage and exhaustion,
creating series with a sense of rhythm, improvisation and accidental
acts, unstable mediums, expansion and communication through collabo

ration

Student Number: 2011-21337
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