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ABSTRACT

A Study on Cognitive Dissonance in Drawing

and the Possibility of Autonomous Drawing

— based on my works -

Park, Se-Youn

Painting Major, Department of Painting

The Graduate School, Seoul National University

Although this 1s what anyone could have thought of, my
agony over what made me desire to draw pictures and
simultaneously hesitate and stop drawing was how overall
actions of drawing pictures could be justified. I think this could
be a question that can be stupid and hardly be answered, like a
question of why human appearances and shapes of things have
specific and inherent ways of existence. There was no object or
name 1n what I attempted to draw. I faced the action of
drawing only with the desire for a kind of pictorial collapse or
ultimate state. I thus think about the meaning behind the state
of drawing rather than dealing with the questions about a
certain content subject among the questions of drawing given
to me.
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What relationship do I have with this white background and
rectangular canvas? Do these materials have certainty? This
color 1s beautiful, but 1s it appropriate for me to paint it here?
Does the initial agreement—that I may operate all these—freely
have justifiable and righteous relationships with me? Where can
the criteria of shape and color be obtained? Such theoretical
and obsessive questions ask, “What made me unable to
overcome the illusion of drawing?” Together with these
questions, this thesis aims to understand what makes the
person, who tries to draw, unable to draw. I attempted to
understand the contents and meanings of drawing work under
this consciousness and eventually think about how possible it
can be to overcome the inability to draw.

The action of drawing i1s for the body and mind of the
person who draw to overcome the disharmony into congeniality
through the overall processes and forms of drawing. As a
result, the activity to integrate the sense of identity of the
person who draws into the world relates with the inevitable
sense of unity. The faith 1in the possibility that the
consciousness can be revealed autonomously and the driving
force thereof attempted to realize the will to the inevitable
perfection. This has led to the task of the autonomy at the
peak of incompleteness in the matter of content and form of
painting or of the collapse of both. In the case of drawing the
action of small children, it can be seen that the possibility of
autonomous thinking caused by the fluidity of perception is
similar to the state of animals living in a conceptually
undifferentiated world. A kind of morally naive and innocent
state has nothing to do with faith in the will to autonomy and
the form thereof. However, in the case of Kandinski, for
example, he believed that the essential character of things could
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be revealed by returning to the form elements of paining and
their formative combinations. The theory is established based
on such spirit that, in turn, developed his paintings.

He realized the separation of mind and body. For humans
who conceptually think with language, drawing i1s a state of
wishing to make the impossible harmony of content and form
become possible. What makes drawing possible is the will of
the painter congenial to the continuity of detailed relationships
expected 1n this process. However, the pure expectations of the
person who draws and the labor of drawing do not exist in the
causal relationship of meanings where the results are attached
arbitrarily. So the ultimate illusion by drawing, that is, purely
autonomous realization or immediacy of picture 1s conceptually
an 1mpossible state. Drawing 1s an activity based on the
implicit belief that the content of one’s will should be in accord
with the teleological form and thus, an activity that serves
self-mythical authority. Such discontent and anxiety make one
conscious of the processes of drawing as an alien state in
which an individual thing i1s combined with those relations as
heterogeneous and fictional things. Drawing 1is realized
accidentally, while the consciousness, which the relation
between the autonomous possibility and formal completion of
drawing 1s fictional, incapacitates the intrinsic will and desire.
Such skepticism about inevitability produces a tinge of distrust
and hatred about formal language and allows the person who
wants to draw despair and hope for a new spring.

Drawing 1s a kind of cognitive dissonance situation that is
against the state of 1mpossible drawing. The so-called
automatic description method demands a resolute determination,
like a kind of choreographic posture in advance rather than to
accept chance and leave the consciousness freely and obtain a
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result. What 1s strong among the content of the consciousness
that 1s not determined can be cited as the content of
unconsciousness. Drawing 1s not an automatic descriptive,
non-volitional state but is based on arbitrary attitude. Drawing
can be made through the belief that one’s formal language and
picture have proper relations, are not heterogeneous with each
other, and can lead to the wish that the drawing body and
mind can be reconciled into an 1nevitable state. For me, the
circumstances of impossibility incapacitated the will to draw
and brought about repetitive actions such as routine and habits,
and the circumstances of incapacitated will made me attempt to
do the drawing action as a kind of extreme and arbitrary
determination. The way of existence of the resolute action
filtering the meanings was iIntended, and a simple and
unconditional line drawing type of drawing came to appear, and
by extension I attempted to objectify such action of drawing
itself or to face it playfully.

The person who wants to draw should recognize the
contradiction of autonomous drawing and the limitation that
humans have conceptually dualistic thinking and should seek for
ways of existence that can overcome it. To affirm the state of
the being 1S necessary with the will to wish for existing
meaningfully, although powerless from the meaninglessness of
individualized things and the state of chance. For drawing, the
relationship between the 1ideal of immediacy and the formal
language toward it should be understood in the aspect of living.
As Derrida’s words signify, language should be understood as
the trace structure that incessantly performs a new signification
process. Thus, the way of existence of formal language should
perform the process to seek for the intended original meanings
or generated meanings through itself. The artist who has such
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wishes should carry out the inherent practice accompanied by
the will to take off to the meaning as one’s own drawing or
the existence itself. The 1deal of drawing cannot be overcome
through the dualism of content and form but the way of
existence for new life together with the recognition of the
limitation of existence to filter the secret relations should be
practiced.

Key words : the impossibility of drawing, repetitive lethargy,
cognitive dissonance situation, form from which
content 1s eliminated, the autonomy of drawing,

line drawing, immediacy

Student Number : 2009-21283
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