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Abstract

The Expression of Limit Situations
through the Human Form and

the Physical Space of the Canvas

Lee, Gyeo—Re
Painting Major, Department of Painting

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This is a study of various methods of visually expressing the Limit
Situations through the use of the human form and physical space
within the canvas. Humans often find themselves in critical situations
in which they feel is beyond their control. I created my works under
the hypothesis that physical and psychological limit situations are
cognitively interrelated and that limit situations can be evoked
differently according to how they are perceived by those encountering
them. The motive for such problematization of the aforementioned
critical situations can be found in restrained visual experience due to

a medical operation that I had during my childhood. My quotidian
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visual limit experience extended into interest in the limits of other
objects. In particular, an awareness of such situations led me to view
the canvas, which I constantly work with as an artist, as an object
with limits. I came to perceive it not only as a surface on which the
images are painted but a physical object that has a ‘limit domain.’
There are two key aspects that appear simultaneously within my
work, a metaphoric limit situation represented by the significance of
the state in which the actual characters that are painted on the
canvases (the virtual space within the image) are in, and the ‘limit
terrain’ defined by the physical scope of the canvases (the physical
space).

The frame of the canvas is deeply interrelated with the image on
the canvas, and together limits its significance (metaphoric approach).
Meanwhile the canvas itself is a material that has size, weight, and
volume and thus naturally holds specific physical conditions and
limits. As such, my paintings also addresses the actual physical state
of the objects and architectural space. 1 create my works from the
perspective of “using and combining” the space within the images
and the physical space. Through a device that induces
cross—perception between the two spaces, I guide the viewers to not
only become immersed in the painting, but also distance themselves,
and aim to aid the experience of perceiving limit situations.

I portray the characters to hang from, push, or avoid something.
Such poses are open to various interpretations, and it can be said
that the figures are not in a passive state, but encompasses the will

to utilize and confront the situation that they are placed in. However
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the space within the images is not formed by concrete detailed
backgrounds, but instead the images are painted on the bare surface
of the canvas, or on an even layer of paint, and by being restricted
by the frame of the canvas, it can be recognized as an image of a
certain space. Therefore, the significance of this space is defined by
the juxtaposition between the state in which the human figures are in
that are arranged on the canvas and the domain of the canvas.

As for the method of painting, I use nimble brushstrokes and a
pallet that is low in saturation to paint images of people who appear
as if they are about to be disappeared or shattered. Such
brushstrokes make the figures appear light and to lack substance.
This reflects the sense of emptiness, futility, and spiritlessness of the
people in these critical situations and can also be seen as an
expression of my own visual limitations.

The relationship between each paining can be highlighted, or the
physical state of the architectural space can be revealed depending on
how the paintings are installed. My paintings are displayed in one
space, or more than two paintings can be conjoined together so the
viewers may become aware of the relationship between them. In
addition, the significance of not only the paintings themselves but the
limit situation narrative within a certain restricted space can be
further expanded by employing the architectural spaces that is

holding the paintings.
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