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Abstract

A Study on Introverted Psychological
Expressions through Figuration of

‘Personal Spaces’

Park, Jisun
Printmaking Major
Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

People have different characters with their own speed and way
of life. According to Karl Jung’s Psychological Types, introverts
and extroverts are just different types of characters by nature.
However, I reflect that our society which I have analyzed from
various angles is in favor of those with extroverts rather than the
ones with introverts. I tried to provide an opportunity with my work
for people to think over themselves and their social identities and
recognize diverse values by expression various psychological states
that those with introverts experience in this extrovert society
through their ‘personal spaces’.

In order to visualize the psychological states of those with
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introversion, I used spatial components, which was referred to
‘personal spaces’. These spaces are kinds of psychologically
protected areas in relationship with others and they were used as a
concept covering their actions to keep a certain distance among
people or spaces for complete isolation from people.

I expressed the psychological states of those with introversion in
the infinite repetition of isolation from and participation in the
society through my work. Those states refer to maladaptation in the
society, seclusion into personal spaces running from the intolerable
society and subsequent anxiety that they might be excluded from
the society. There are a variety of psychological states referred
herewith but the anxiety is the underlying one. The society is a
significant part that defines one’s identity and the anxiety comes
from when people feel that they have different criteria from those
of others. In addition, the paradox caused by one’s desire to achieve
both what he/she wants and seeks for as a person of introversion
and the ideal criteria suggested by the extrovert society forms the
foundation of my work.

A 'chair' was used in order to visualize the psychological state. In
my work, ‘chair’ was mainly used and modified as a sign to
represent those with introversion and compress their psychological
states into it. Another chair with specific purposes was also brought
into the exhibition place to express thoughts or conflicts that those
who would sit on it might feel or have.

Just as I did for the metaphoric subject in my work, I also placed

great importance on defining where the metaphor would be placed
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and those spaces were expressed like concert halls or stages for
plays. They were places in which extreme joy, emptiness, and
solitude exist together, that is to say, places with a moment when
opposite psychological states might cross one another as I believed
that such places were appropriate for me to express the underlying
paradox. Furthermore, the emptiness and anxiety was elevated by
darkness and lighting.

The work was made mainly by printing media. I used the
mezzotint technique to express deep tones and the characteristics
of the introversion with its unique traces and the intaglio printing to
actively use the margins of the paper by means of the embossing
effect. And I extended the range of media that I used in my work to
digital print and pulp casting.

This study gave me an opportunity to objectively analyze the
background of my work, systemically arrange my subjective
perspective and objectively look at it. [ expect that the series of
such processes would be a foundation for me to get a balance

between the objectivity and the subjectivity in my future works.

Keywords : psychological types, introversion, personal space,
anxlety, paradox, seclusion, maladaptation, alienation, metaphor,
stage, mezzotint, intaglio printing, embossing, margin

Student Number : 2011-21339
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