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Abstract

A Study of Expression about
Conflict between Desire and Reason:
With a Focus on the Researcher's
Own Works

Ho Sung An
Fine Arts
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper aims to study my drawings and paintings produced from
2005 to 2012 through analysis of underlying principles, goals, and
process of those creations, thereby giving a systematic account of my
artwork.

Belonging to the generation of rapid cultural transition through
development of urban culture and spread of the Internet, I've kept
critical of inhuman violent crimes representing superficial human
relations and the loss of humanity in the contemporary era. A
worldwide growth of mental disorders like psychopath typifies the
fallout of transition from the community culture to the individual
culture of fragmented dimensions. Psychopath refers to those only
pursuing pleasure with a special mental system in the inborn or
acquired absence of sympathy for others, and they have no notion of
social morality. In addition, ordinary crime or deviant behavior begins

when they violate rational and reasonable rules to seek physiological
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need or instinctual pleasure. Simply put, negation of reason and
pursuit of instinctual need lie behind criminal behaviors. They don't
undergo the conflict between the notion of morality which defines
what is wrong and unacceptable and the deviance geared towards
what they want. By contrast, they should go through such conflict in
life to be a reasonable and righteous person demanded by the
society.

Such conflict between the pursuit of ‘instinctual need' and its
inhibitor 'reason' is prerequisite for a sound life. Except special cases,
most people live with such conflict in a daily life. But, they want to
escape from the conflict between such prerequisites for life as desire
and reason for it is a source of suffering. I hereby focus on the
conflict between desire and reason, from which we cannot escape
even though we want and where we cannot live as a righteous
member of our society if we escape. Such ambivalent conflict stems
from desire. Because desire encompasses the need for reason beyond
desire that arises from the most basic physiological need. Moreover, if
such desire is frustrated, it can trigger expressive disorder and
excessive pursuit of desire, thereby acting as a mechanism for stronger
conflict. Going further, it will be a factor in generating another deviant
behavior. Such frustration of desire is a main reason for creating
shades in the modern society and an influential factor in my inner
struggle. Thus, I construe such frustration of desire as a key reason
for the conflict between desire and reason, thereby dividing it into'
inner struggle' and 'struggle in the outside world" in the course of
artwork. Overall production methods fall into three sections:
sketch-based drawing, embodiment of images collected on the
Internet, and expression through imagination.

Accordingly, this paper intends to analyze my principles and process

of artistic production that identify a human inborn conflict between



desire and reason while depicting aspects and events of daily life,
images in the virtual space, and inner images.

It consists of five parts: I. Introduction, II. Expression of Inner
Struggle, II. Expression of Struggle in the Outside World, IV.
Techniques and Materials, and V. Conclusion.

Chapter I describes the motive behind focus on the conflict
between desire and reason and the goal of artistic output based
thereon and introduces study details and methods.

Chapter II divides drawing, a settlement method for inner conflict,
into three parts, thereby explaining its production principles and work
process. Paragraph 1 covers the background of attention to daily
objects and distinction of empathetic expression through sketch.
Paragraph 2 states the motive, purpose, and process of artwork
featuring the images collected in the virtual space of the Internet.
Paragraph 3 describes the process of how I express onto the canvas
the images shaped by inner struggle.

Chapter I addresses the motive and process of producing sketch
series and paintings of daily events surrounding me. Paragraph 1
states the process of how I produce sketch series centered upon
those events. Paragraph 2 explains the process of how [ create
paintings as a reproduction of those events.

Chapter 1V outlines the background behind my use of diverse
techniques and looks at the characteristics of expression techniques.
Chapter V gives a summarized review of the aforesaid contents hereof
while mentioning the direction of how I will manifest such theme in
artwork.

All works studied herein derived from my perception that most
members of our society felt the issues of my keen attention as a
fundamental issue. In the course of artwork, I observed and analyzed

my individual inner conflict and conflict in the outside world. I hereby
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explored the mechanism of desire and its control method and enabled
appreciators to ask themselves. Likewise, I studied and reviewed my
artistic output, thereby laying the foundation for applying broader

thinking and expression methods to subsequent artwork.

Keyword: Instinct, Reason, Conflict, Desire, Emotion, and Expression

Student ID No.: 2011-21332
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