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Abstract

Investigating the Expression of
Modernist’ s mental struggle

through 'Depart—and—See'

—based on my Artworks—

Nam Jea—hyun
Department of Fine Arts,
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis examines a subject of interests by putting
forward works of the researcher from 2008 to 2015. The
process of restoration and reliefs of ‘metal struggles’ in
urbanized modern society are presented with theoretical
principles, representational characteristics and expressive
methodologies in the Nature. And the following directions of

prospective works are investigated in this study.

In this research, the urban environment inhibited by

modern and self is investigated and impacts of the urban are
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1dentified and analyzed. Thereupon, conditions and ways of which
impact environment on the modern are outlined and expressed
through formative approaches. Metal struggles in human beings
living in the populated urban space are determined and efforts of
the moderns escaping their environment are explored. The most
crucial solution is the Nature. The researcher questions what the
Nature 1s for modern people and from when the Nature has been
regarded as central studies of the East. By allowing subjective
interpretations of the Nature and placing the Nature in
personalized space, the process of metal problems are
theoretically clarified and solved. Through not only confining
personal space and surrounding environment, but also escaping
to modernist ideals from the reality by various vehicles, mental
anxiety and solitude are relieved in diversely visualized bodies of
works. And the results of representational characteristics and
expressive methods of these attempts are presented and
thoroughly described in this research. In consequence, the
problem—solving and related demeanors are defined as
‘Depart—and—See’ and results of them are provided as a

visual language.

Looking at the content of study in Chapter One, reasons
of problems that modernists feel as living in the urban are laid
out and researcher argues that solutions for the problems should
be found in the Nature. In Chapter Two, in order to identify
problems of the urban in operation, the processes of urban
formation are subdivided and compared with their similarities and
differences of developmental achievements in the West, the East
and in the Republic of Korea. Furthermore, because the urban
expansion by industrialization was systematic and artificial in its

characteristics, accordingly, people felt emotional desolation and

- 64 - ol =51



alienation in this environment. The modernists must have faced
mental problems like solitude, anxiety, loss of self, and etc.
These mental problems are defined as ‘mental struggles’ and
conclusive research for these problems is notified here. First of
all, ‘mental struggles’ of the Modern were visualized in the
Chapter Three. And in sequence, passive attitudes and efforts
made by the modernists to resolve these ‘mental struggles’
are classified with theoretical rationalization and representational
expressions. In Chapter Four, processes of resolution through
idealized Nature in ‘mental struggle’ are explained. These
processes of problem—solving are given a definition of
‘Depart—and—See.’ And  changing  mental status in
problem—solving by positive attitudes is examined in addition as
it is representationally expressed in the work of researcher.
Unraveled ideals in visual languages, ‘Depart—and—See’
creates a new spatial order. Moreover, the results of what could
be accomplished by visiting the place of resolution is illustrated
in the study. In Chapter Five, the attitude of modernists living in
the urban towards the Nature is reflected. Beliefs that the
researcher wishes to tell for the modernists are expressed again
in visual language. And further works to be engaged in the near

future are noted in the end.

Conclusively, in the timely currents of changing works, it
is evident that the attitude towards modern societies has been
disturbed in many different ways. And further shifts of
researcher’ s beliefs are disclosed. Also, the researcher enables
objective evaluations and interpretations of works on the basis of
theoretical and academic grounds throughout this research. Upon
that, it is possible to establish and develop prospective studies

on the works of researcher by approving the exclusive subject
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matter in distinctive perspectives on modern societies.

Keywords : Metal struggles, Documenting nature,

Putting nature, 'Depart—and—See' , To stay

Student Number : 2009—-23305
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